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SENATOR VERETT MCKINLEY. DIRKSEN
Radto TV Brosdcast, Recorded April b, 1961
"Laos, Little Land, Mg Tareat”

The title I assigned for this visit today was "Laos, Little Land, Bg
Threst.” I oa sure you are avare the fuct that this little kingdam of Laos
46 very much fn the public eye and that the vorld ttention 1 focused upon
4t ot the present time. It's a matter of interest o me, a spectal dnterest
T think, because I Journeyed arownd and visited in that general area fn 1953.
¥hile T a1d not actually g0 to Laos, and may I say at that point the real

‘pronounctation 1s "Louz”. T do know the correct pronounciation but I try ot

to contuse.

When T vas 1n that area tn 1953,
the President of the United States, at that time I visited Indochina, now broken
al6o Purma end Cesbodda and Thetland, vhich vas originally

s0rt of an unofficial emtssary of

1nto two comntries;
imown e Siem; end there in the middle of this cluster 1s this cowtry of Laos.
A little comtry! So vhen 1t bogan to attract world attention and it sppeared
that many thinge could happen as a recult of the developments there, I hauled
out the 014 notebooks that I made on the trip, and then I thought I ought to
talk to you about £t a little bit and give you scme of my impressions of that
general area and vhat this vhole developoent mesns.

Firet, ve ought to look at the lend of Laos and see vhere it is and vhat
ind of land 1t fs. If you vere o start out from Mexico City and travel sbout
11,000 nfles 4n a due vesterly direction along e parallel of latitude you vould
Probedly land in a town called Luangpradang, that's the royal capitol of Laos.
Stngulerly enough the country has tvo capitols, one Vientiane, as they call it,
vhich {s the adninistrative capitol. The royal capitol 4o vhere the king and



resplendent past. It vas a great country and strong. It hed a grest agriculture

end relsed fine beef stock and cattle and sheep end many of those, Of course, vere
destroyed and their egriculture was put back many, many yesrs as & result of enemy
occupation. Tt had e glorious history long ago snd moved forvard umtil such time
=8 its nelghbors began to first peck at this part of the country and that part

and 1t lost same of its terrain, snd it lost 1ts prestige, 1t lost its glory, and

1t lost its greatnest

a protectorate. In
fact, they took over Laos and the country lylng southvest of there called Cambodis

Some 90 years ago the French took over this country

2nd eleo the long strip extending from the Chinese border down along the China Sea
called Indochine. They operated it as a protectorete and os a colonial possession
20 to speak and knoving & little something about 1t, I would ssy that it vas
colontaliem st its worst. It seems %o me they vere there matnly to milk the lend
and drav off its resources and put little or nothing back. I think the best
fortification for that statement can be found in the fact that after 90 years of
including the kingdom of Laos, they, the
French, hed tTeined virtuslly no natives for civilian edministrative purposes.

tutelage over these little countri

The only thing that T could find thet they had done out there vas trained same
doctors. That was matnly compelled, I think, by the incidence of tropical disease.
So there vere no local administrators, no pecple vho had been brought up as civilian

the weakness of that

aduinistrators at different levels of govermment and that

whole picture. But there the French vere for same 90 years and in cne country at
& King

Least, in Saigon tn Tndochina, they bullt vhst I have often referred to
of mintature Parts and there they trameported a French civilizstion. But that's
the only place vhere 1t heppened. And that's vhers nost of the Prench adatnistra-
tors and the French rulers lived, But think of administering three Little coun-



tries like that for a period of 50 years and leaving them worse off than vhen
the colontal hand was first put upon them.

Sooner or later there had to be & rebellion of sorte and that rebellion
came in Tndochina in 1946. It vas triggered in the main in the north sections
of the country by the Reds and those who had infiltrated North Viet-Nam and this
struggle vent on for a long, long time and it was of significance to us because
1t proved a veritable sinkhole for France and ve had to bail in hundreds of
millions of dollars to keep France aflost.

The outcome finally vas settled at the Ceneva Conference in 1954 and out of

thet conference came an independent neutral Laos and en independent neutral

Cambodta, an independent. republdc called South Viet-Nam, and & pecple’s republic
uader commnist damtastion called North Viet-Nem. So here are these little
Gountries and they are stll there strgsling along as best they can.

Tn World Vax TT, the Japanese came in and fairly decimated the country.
Ve they moved out, the French remumed their coloniaation efforts and took over
sgain. Hovever, under the Geneva accond, they left only military missions beoause
¥ tried to assure these countries they vould be independent and neutral. Nov
thers has been an 1aftltration by the Reds, not only from the Soviet Unfon and
20t only roa Chtna but from next door, nemely North Viet-Nam, the northern
section of what vas coce Tndochina. There in the northern part of Tndochins,
there 1s un excellent air f1eld; soldlers and supplies can be brought in in four
Botored planes. They can be transshipped on two motored planes to the very central
Part of Laos. That's the renson you have a situstion vhere the Reds, fortified by

some of the Laotians themselves vham they refer to as the "pathe Laos” and forti-

fied by vespons from the outside, have fairly taken over the strong spots in the
country and es & result have jeoparidized the contimumnce of a free, independent,

neutral country.



Now our interest in the matter lies in the fact that first ve have a two

hundred million dollar stake in Laos because that much of the pecple's money b

Been bailed into this little contry. Secondly, ve heve a stake becsuse Laos
could very vell be u commnist springbosrd to finally bring Cambodis and South
Viet-Nom and Thailand end Indoncsia and Burma and virtually every other section
of southeast Asis under commmist control.

That's the reason for the concern today. And the cholces are very few. You
could move 1n with the troops supplied by the Southesst Asia Treaty Organization
oF you could arrenge o cease fire and vork out ultimately e coslition government.
But & conlition govermment can only mean that comunism will have representation
in such government end that will be the 0ld story such as we have had it in Kores,
1n Rungery, in Poland, and elsevhere. But we have not cnly & money steke in
Lacs, the free world has a stake because if this should prove a springboard for
‘the ultinate subjection and the commmnizetion of all southease Asia, that effort
¥ould not stop but would go on from there. Then ve truly could say that commin-

m had recuced scme of the bastians of the Free World and extended its domain

£0 far that it in truth and in fact 1s & world threat.
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