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THAT WAS THE WEEK THAT VAS -~ THE LINCOLY VEEK

Wnile T ms thinking about this report to you T thought of @ bitle. Ieaid T
ought to call this "That Was The Week That Was -- The Lincoln Week." Of course it's
not ke that progran you used to see souetine back, that rather comic progras, "Tnat

Was The Week That Was." But I'm referring to my visit back hone last veck because in

=y bock that vas the veek that ves end 1t vas stulded with a good deal of cxperionc
Before Leaving Weshington T had & chance, alons with some of &Y esscciates 0
the House and Senate, o set a vreath at the base of that great sitting figure of
Lincoln in the Lincoln Memarial in the Nation's Capital. Tt's a mgnificaat plece
of work and in the south vell Ls engraved in marble the imperishsble Gettysburg Ad-
dress, and 1n the north wall also in mrble is the entire Gecond Tnsugural Address of

Lincoln. o the spirit became inspired right there, and T've often said you cannot

0 to that, Memordal because 1t's 50 spacions and stand there or slt there for as
mich a5 a half hour vithout becosing fully avare of the brooding and the hovering
presonce of Abranan Lincoln.

50T had that experdence 1n that veek and then came out home vhere ve had the
annual pllgrimee to the Tomb. That also ves an inspirational experience. There are
50 zany brenzes there showing of Lincoln at various ages in his 1ife and each ane
15 great slgnificance. it you can't stand in that Touh end thiak about, hix withaw:
becontng avare of that presence.

I think 5t vas the Apostle Feul in his letter to the Hebrews vho seld sbout Abel
in his efforts to gain righteousness, being dead, Yet speakth, and to me Lincoln is
ke that. Dead, be s physically dead, physical dlellluston, but be SIL speaks, and



he still speaks to the people. And 5o for a good many days 1t vas my privilege to
Visit with home folks at Nonmouth, at Springfield, at Champaign, at Pekin, Waukegan,
and elsevbere and enter into that great confratesnity of spirit ¥ith them and to e
16 15 a 1ifting exportence to say the least.

And_ then of cource there vas another experience that touched me very deeply. I
went to the U. 5. Nlavy Hospital st Great Lakes, and T went there for & purpose be-
cause there are boys from Vietnam there. T spent several bours and eversbody ves
very kind 1n making that as pleasant @ trip as it could be under the circunstances.
You know you necd only 0 g0 to the hospital to see var, and T cav the vhole Vietnan
war as i 1t vere bright and brilliant befere me Just by being in the association and

1n the company of those youngoters with their lacerated flesh and their bruiced bodies.

You see, they've been evacuated back from Vietmaa. They could be enlisted men, they
could have been drafted, 1t docan't mke too much difference, they've came from some-
shere whether here or in the Philippines and then Tight on to vhere the business
really e in Vietnam.

Wnat disturbed me o mch, of cowrse, ws the mature of thelr vowds. 5o maRY
of then had leg wounda and hand vounds. Taose were the results af thase Little land
sines and when u soldler steps on one and they're covered up a Litéle, then comes the
detonation, then comes iron and stecl ust flying apart, and ixbedding itself in the
£leth, and that's a terrible thing. We've becn very, very sftistent, however, shoit
our evacuation of these yomgsters. You sce vhen something happens they get first
aid tmetately, and then abourd @ plane, and that'Ll probably £1y them to Travis Atr
Porce Bace, and rom there €0 Scobt Field at Belleville, Tilinots, and from there they
2an then out depending on where they Live. If they Live in the middle weot, Great

Lakes and the U. S. Navy Hospital is the place really. If they get down this vay ve



At @ good many of them in Walter Reed Hospital here in Warhington, and there of course
they are close to home folke and the home folks can see them rather readily.

It vas 5o efficiently done, it's a modern hospital and a modern facility at Great
Lakes. There Lan't anything You could add, and ve have very competent officers sod
surgeons and doctors. There vas & peculiar compassion about the nurses there and then
I vatched these alert young corps men as they vent up and down these atsles of wounded
in the aifferent vars to look after their every vant and their every desire. I thought
of their insufferable hands and 1t brought back a little of the spirit of Lincoln,
cause you remssber in his gecond Inaugural he spoke about binding up the Nation's
wounds and caring for him who has born the battle, his widov and his orphan. Thet's
wiat ve'ze doing. Sometime they gt them aver froa there within & spece of 72 hours.
Sometines 1t takes a little longer. But they get them here quickly and then they get
all the care that o grateful and colicitfous government can provide for them. I
thought 1¢ vas & marvelous thing, and T vas glad ve were so adequately tooled to 40
that for them because of what they paid in the forn of blood and pain.

Now ¥ho are these boys who have been coming back hom. They come from every valk
of life, every activity, youngsters from the farms, from the shops, from the factories,
most of them quite young. You know, 1t ws something o sit there on the bed of One
of these young soldiers and to say to him, sonny, how old are you! I'm20, I'm19,
I'm18. I found one, a youg Danc, his name vas Jorgen s I recall, vho was only 17,
4n the Marines. I cald, how'd you get in there so quickly, evideatly they didn't have
an aceurate recard of your sge, where did they stage you and train you? Well in the
Fhilippines. Here you are 17 years old, you've been over there, you've been in battle,

and already here you're back among the casualties of war. I sald, you've done your

stint and T presume now you'll be going about vith some Line of business or activity



as so0n as you're whole in body. Oh, oh no, he said, not me. I want to go back over
there and help £inish the Job. I Just couldn't help but marvel about their morale and
the spirit that they mnifest.

But getting back again to these vounds, that's an

tounding thing to go through
those Sungies, you et on a 1S6ie bunch of twigs, or sooeUhing that's covered up
by grass and bang, theres a land mine, shatters a leg, sometines a hand, an arm, or
even vaist high, but that type of wound vas preponderant I thought and then T ex-
pressed the hope that they wouldn't be impaired in body some time later. And I kad
every assurance because of the therapy that they emplay there that their hands vould
be quite usable agatn and lkewise the legs. Oh, that's a consummtion of convalsscent
that 15 50 devotely wished for that it doesn't leave s durable, some kind of impair-
zent with vhich they've got to live year in and year out with.

1 said, vhere did you get hit, Dallang. I said where vere you vounded, Quangligal
1 sald vhere d1d you get hit, st Dalat.  And then suddenly these toums over there
with funny names, they weren't funny any longer, they just took on 1ife, they were
5o longer just names on a mep that you could hardly pronounce. No, they were places
where our youngsters fought and Where they ere hurt snd vounded and from whence we
BAd £ vescus them and bring them back over here. And vhen T thooght of their age,
I said, you know soany, 1t's an 0ld soldier talking to a young soldler.

‘Then T thought sbout my ovn day on a vestern front in World Wer I in the Salnt
Mihiel sector, lying on that last day on Novesber 11 n @ trench vith a tin derby on

and & gas mask over my nose 85 & last barrage of misterd gas or chlorine gas came OVer.

1 thought, goodness me, that vas vay back in ninsteen hundred and seventeen and

eighteen, that's I, 18 years ago. Hov old are you, 177 Well, lad, you veren't even

born when I vas over there. And since then there's been another generation in World



Var II, and now ve have you and hundreds of thousands of others just like you and
you're here for your country and the last boy T sav Just as bright faced as he could

be and he looked 50 young, 50 fresh, and his

i) riend vas vith hin, he vas o
paratrooper and she said you know y boy friend Likes postry, and he has a poem hore.
I said, could T oee 147 He sald, Iwish you'd read 1t out lowd. So I read 1t alowd
%o nurses, to doctors, to the commnders, to the captains &nd to those vho vere around
Bo. It wms & beautiful plece of vork, had real telent, but I think the thing that
struck me most about 1t vas the fact that the last line dealt with freedon's frontder.
You see, even ot his young age he had an understanding of 1t. S0 you see, in

their introspective moments they got a feel of what this thing is all about. Aboat

the veapons and the heat and the diseace. Incidently if the figure is correct, and
I haven't checked 1t, but they say 60 per cent of our casualties are the result of

tropical diseases over there, mlaria particularly. Well that I can understand.

50 you see, there 1s & logistic circle, starts mybe out of & classroom and through
the training out to Vietnas, vounded, cone back, mybe sent back out there, or
finish their education. Wnat on astownding thing and the circle vas complete.

Toat vas the week that vas -- the Lincoln veek.
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