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Our muests today on IEET THE PRESS are
the two top Hepublican leaders of Coneress, Senator Everett
Dirksen, Senate Mnortty Lender, and Conrossman Charles
Halleck, licuse inortey Lender

Yl will start the questions with Maruis Childs of the




REPRESENPATIVE WALLECK: If there 1s any such fesiing |
hada't heard 1t. ks a matter of fact, on MEET TiE PRESS
Just avout a year ano there was sone little susgestion around
in sone of tne papers that my leacesship in the Heuse of
Representatives was threatened and [ was asked at that time if
T Was going to be thrown out s Leader

He11, of course those are kind of tourh questions to
answer and T thtnk naybe I was a littls ireitated at tre

it when T answered 1t, but in any event Iam still the

Lieader and we are 6111 dotng very well up there, as I say,

although we are outnumbered 3 to 2.

il ROGERS: Semutor Dirksen, T would llke to follow un &

11tt1e Lt on South Viet Ham. Ve have had two coups there in

tivee wontihs. e have 15,000 Aneriean troops, soldiers,
there, we are Spending about 3500 million a year in support of
Ene-arfort to beat back the ruerillas.

President iisennower once said that this country was
Mke 3 domino, If you let 1t Tall the other countries in
that ares would fal)

The other tay Secretary Hedamira sald that we had to
0 everyuhing necessary to win the war out there. iow do you
agree uith these two men and Lf 5o da you think that "doins

s the con

trent of U,

everyEniag nesesziny insius

fignting forces i Uier dau?



SCUATOR DIRKSEN: Well, first I agree that obviously
We cannot retreat from our position in Viet Nam. T have oeen
out thers three tines, once as something of an emissary for
then President Eisenhower. I took a pood look at it. It is
3 Gifficult situation, to aay the least. B ut ve are in to
the tune of sone $350 nillion, I think the last figurs T have
seen indicates that we have over 15,500 military out there,

ostensibly as advisors and that sort of thinm. We are not

suppused to have combatant troops, even thourh we were not
sifnatories to the treaty that was signed at Oeneva when
Finally they GOt that wnole business out of the fire. Uut we are
Golng to have to middle throush for auhile and see what we do.
Even though 1t costs us $1.5 millten a day.

HR, WOGERS: Well, the War seeus to be poing pretty badly
Should we continue to muddle throush on this present olan thar
we are following or 4o we have to consider ancther possibly

stronrer course?



SEIATOR DIRKSEN: ilell, there fs some hone that the new

military leaders who are alleredly at least very much in

our corner and definitely pro-American, will mive a
than we rot from the coun where

better account of thenselve
other lesders took over before, or that we not from lizo Dinh
bien, the executive head of Viet Nan

Hi. ROGENS:  Hell, suppose they don’t?

SENATON DIRKSEN: Vell, if thev don't then of course

We Will have to take another tack in the matter but we

can not cortatnly let it no down the drain in view of what is
happeninr in fied Chlna, the French recornition of fied
China, the fact that our econonie and other relations With

next door,

Canbodia have been severed, and that
and the fact that Laos 13 very much in & tizzy ab the present
s

S0 1 Vit lan went down the drain, 1t could conceivably
cost us all of Sousneast dsta.

R, WARKHESS: Hr, Halleck, the House is now debatine

the elvil righte bill, T wonder where vou stand on two
of the nost controversial and perhans the most imnortant

public aceconnodations and number

provistons, munber on

two, the Falz Eaployment Practices.

11, of course vou understand,

REPRESENTATIVE HALLECK: ¥

Ane other provisions in this BI11 that

N, larknesa, th

1ce to the onen Lhat

many people think e of enual trnort
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