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C Yesterday, ve observed the bisth anniversary of
George Washington, He was our £irst Comander -in-
Ghief. lle vas made Genersl and Commander-in-Chie

~-of the United Colonies on June 13, 1775,
In that capacity,he had his probless with the
Continental Congress in securing supplics,veapons,
pay, and other nect

Aties for his aray.

Those evperiences were a factor in making the
President the Comander In Chief when the Consti-
tution vas written.

One hondred ninety one years later a sintlar
problen contronts us.

The Comander In Cidef, based on estimates which
have been prepared and supported by our Field Con-
manders {n Vietnsm,the Jofnt Ciiefa of Staff, the
Nationsl Security Council and the Budget Burcaw

has presented a request for $4.8 Billion dollars
for aircrast, missiles, naval vessells and other

iten

The request hu

been carefully processed by the
Ared Services Committee and the Defense Department
[ appropriations Subcommittes.They heard 11 vitneases.

From 16 to 24 Senators were present at all of those

‘The BI1L which the Commfttee veported is not &
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policy measure. It is a Bill to suthorize funds
for needed equipment and research.

after it was reported to the Senate,the Forelgm
Relations Comittee begen hearings on another
measure. It trigzered a broad discussion of our
policy in and tovard Vietnan,

n and out of Comittee, on and off the Semate
floor, & aiversity of views and viewpointe have beer
freely expressed - to withdraw, to pause longer, to
escalate, to deescalate,to Linit the strugle.

And 8l this tine,the request for veapons and
equipnent Languishes. Virtually no speeches have
been dirested to the measure before ua.

There have been sllegations and fulminations that
£ "o are spread dengerously thin' and that
"ehortages appesr” but the request of the Comander
In Chief for suthority and funds to procure weapons
and cupplies reposes in the Senate without action.
Until this suthorizetion is approved,no money can

e oppropristed. If the Comander In Chief because
of urgent neceseity should obligate funds without
this authority, the Congress would be the first to
castigate him.

The tine for more talk on this pending measure
1a pest.The time for sotion is here and now.
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The well being of more than 200,000 American
troopa, 12,000 mil

f£rom home is involved.

The continued and successful prosecution of the
present strugdle is at stake. Yo delay further
action on the pending Toquest means that Congress
mst accept responsibility for failure to act.

It has been said that in the 10-yesr struggle
of the Prench with the Viet Minh,that the var was
lost not at Dien Bien Phu but in Parfe.I trust it
may never be recorded that if we £ail in our objecti:
ives, that the failure occurred not at Da Nang or
in the Highlands of Vietnan but in Washington.

To seek cloture on & measure involving our
national security,oub pledges to Vietnam, and our
obligations under the Southeast Asia fTreaty Organ-
izction would be incredible. The impact of such
action on troop morale could scarcely be measured.
It's inpact on vorld reaction could secrcely be
evaluated.

The time has cone to close the dobate and act.

1 believe I speak for the vast majority of the
Republicon minority when I say ve ore ready to act

now and approve the recuestx which is before us.
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