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5 HR. RE{NOLOS: Semator Dirksen, you have been a consiste

% | sveporter of the President's broad obiactives in Vietnam.

17 || Fave ihe wvents in the past week and tie current coumuaist

18 || oftensive there causal you o Ghance yocr view and dc vou

wree will the Presicent that the comminist cffensive in

20 | military terms has been a complete failuve?

2 SINATOR DIRKSZN: Well, let's separate the question.
2z | First of all, I have not forsaken he Presiden's position
23 | 0 fespect to Noreh Vietnam == North Korea or with respect

G| S0 Soull vietnan. ok At Hiat Orean pictate

oF Just ¢ moment. e, vers such dslisate questions a3
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MR. ELYNOLD! Senator, 10w do Ve Yo aLout any u.litary

ing tuose wen

any still zch:

at is the reason I have not project:

SHNATOR DIRKSLS

£ y action, we Lav

to a speculation about mili

rg lika tnis hapoen once before. I think i o

President aliwded to tnas face.

press conferences b

R. KEZJOLDS: Ia the case of the KU-477

SLUARGR DIRKSEN: Yes. And you provably were tuere.

re

it dic take guite a whils bes &t was negotiatsu.

“hen you negotiate with otier countries, it is not yuite
so expeditious, not yuite so easy, and it ir not guite

so simple, And I maks allowances for those tnings. wsat

1 do press the point that I think we vere or gaou, uefensivle
grounds that the worta Korean action vas absolutely
inexcusable and for that reason I am very relustant to ever

ive and vtser an apology when no apology is called for,

HR. RUYWOLDS: Senazor, could we come Lack for « woment

to Vietnam and in viéw OFf what has happened trers in tue

s at least cf

curzeat offensive, they still hold par

1o saiu

provincial towns. Do you agree witn the Presilent

s

their military campaign was a total failure, a cowplete
failure?
SENATOR DIRKSLN: Well, let's not use the worc “total" |

let's say that it was a failure. And as I analyze tae



thirg €row Eime to tina on the bas

of tne kiau of

rmazior thi

is available o me, this lookew

hod been dictatad by coweeils of sowt

Jezpera

s 2ad despair. & think you

that fzom tue

fact thac as you lock at th

e caplives

258 you get

vesarts om them —- youngstess, 12,

years ola -- what
woul¢ that probably translate to the aversge citizen, or

tha wverage wilisary cormender?

ey sre pusnlng one

of manpower

How than when it comes to w=apons, maybe ti

same

3 ¢ you caa get thore, marely tha: supplies ere beginniug

o | to run short. So, put it ail in the one thing. \zsn't

! it seacral westrorelsad who said "Tley are
4 | oing for broke"? Meyue that iz thu exoressicn that applies

| in zhis ca

It is now ox never.

. M. CLARK: One of your Fellow Rep

licans, Senator
.+ | Tover, szid this might be the death rattle of the Viet

Cong.

Pe you agree vita thet?

SENAYON DIRKSEN: 'Wwell, I think I am inclined to go alon
With that gendval assessment, beceuse tiis was a deadly,
dangsrous wrdertaking hat tney got into, and they wouldn't

do it unless they vers dssperate. 1 can't imagine that

they would,
" KR R

{announcanent)



MR, CLARK: Your fellow Senator from Illinois,

Charles Perzy, seems to take a much more serious view

than you do of the Viet Cong escapades these past few uays

in vietnam. He says that tne President has be

misleading

toe American pecple about the extent of our military progres:

Do you think there is any justification for tais
scatement?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, it is difficult indeeu to make

a military assessment of something that is teking plage 12,00

miles frem howe. In the first place, [ am not a military man
In the second place, I have not heen out there in a great
many years, although I was there, even in worth Vietnau,
smma before Dienbienphu fell. That is when the Frenca
finally caved in. So who shall say whether we nave enovgn
troops, whether the deployment of our troops is very proper,
whether we are adequately weaponed. Until I see in uetail
those reports, then I could better tell, I tmink.

HR. REYNOLDS: Well, Senator, does it not give you pause

that they were able to mount this kind of a coordinated
offensive that had obviously been planned in advance, and
they were able to humiliate the Unitea States in some measure

by at least oceupying part of the Embassy ground there?



aving watched neor

i 5
i
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il SENMIOR DIRKSEN: Fraik, it does, but tiers is an
|

il offsetiing Tactor there.
o
i

ot, on bisysles, in woter

ataam, on

ies like

way kaown to mankind, how eavs it is for

chem o wove ints a city.

l Anc them, of course, ethnically thers is little sub-
|

intial diffsrence, if =ny, besween ¢ Noxth Vietnamese and

| 4 soutn vietnamese; not very much.
1

s they ised to Lell about how te

I zemembar the s

h Korean &5 agaiista South Korew, belause

a o

antif

they wear a different type of sandal and the surap same in ons

te big toe and the next toe; -n the other case

case metween
between tlie second toe and the third tve, ani wherever they
found the callouses that determined who they were.

Mow, with that kind of condition and with the hundreds

co net know

of thousands of refugees moving in and out,

ge this kind

#het that is so curprising, that they Zould =

ig | of an assault. And particularly, if taey were wearing
" rms that deceived the deferders of the place.

2 MR. CLARK: Senator, you have talked of the anemy's
21 | manpower problem in Vietnam. Secretary Mo¥amara's only
22 || appearance this week. before the Senate irmed Services
s writtee, pointed cut that North Vietnar has an army of

s conmitted only about 50,000

480,000 men and thus far
nam. Doss that

of those troops to battle in South Vie
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sound like @ very critical manpower problem?
SENATOR DIRESEN: Well, are you mentioning now that

the Viet Cong and North Vietnam have comnitted only 50,000--

“R. CLARK: o, that wculd be the ¥orth Vietnam. The

total is scmething like 115,000

SENATOR DIRSEN: What is Tight. Mat is quite a

Qi<ferent thing, because the Viet Cong &

ary mueh in

there and for all practical purposes, they are the real mili
eneny out thera.

MR. CLARK: Well, the expected assault on Khesanh will b
nounted apperently mainly by treops from Nosth Vietnan
and still they have muncommitted army of something like 430
thousand men.

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Yes. Now the question is, who is

in that uncommitted army? Gecause onthe basis of what we

have captured, these kids -- you have to call them kids-

MR. CLARK: I would have to cite again Secretary McNama
report that 480,000 is only 3 percent of the population
of Horth Vietnam, which is nuch lower than the percentage

we had in our army--

SENATOR DIRKSEW: Oh, that might well be, but you are
talking about a force of 480,000. What does it include?
MR. CLARK: Well, Secretary McNamara said basically

that they are inducting each year into the Vorth Vietnan

Army the youths that are becoming of drat ge that given



11
year, but his whole point is that there is a great reservoir

of manpowe: in North Vietnsm that not yet been committed

e var.

SENATOR DIRKSE

1f you put it all together I have
no doubt about it. But if you include down to age 14 in our
own populaticn, why look at what cur potential would be

military-wise. We have never done it.

MR. REYNOLDS: But isn't that precisely hz noint,

Hobody in this country has any intentions of includi

doun to the age of 14 or carrying a thing of that

natuge -

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, T cited the matter only to fortif
cre conclusion. I said, was this a matter dictated by desperat
or not, "en you take all the factors into consideration,
ard that is certainly one of them.

MR. CLARK: Senator, many of your colleagues in the
Senate and in the House, too, are concerned that we are
already so overcommitted in Vietnam and other parts of the

werld that we would be unable or certainly it would be very

hazardous for us to get involved in another full-scale war

Korea. Do you share this sort of concecn?
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