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FLEASE CREDY: ATY GOTES OR EXGERPIS FRON THIS ARC FELFVISION
A5 RADYO PROGRAY 70 "ABG!3 ISSUES AND AN

1339ES AND ARNSWERS
SMDAY, FLY 3, 1%6
OVEST: SENATOW EVRRSTT WeKINLEY DIFKSEN (R. 11.)

ITERVIPED i Eaward P. Morgan, AR Kows Commintator

an
Wally Erunar, ABC Wovs Sorretpondent

M, MOROAW: Sunator Dirkaen, w7en on this Fourth of

17 Holiday veek-ond, 7lat Nam mist be o averybody's rind.

1% 13 3a1a that the Prastdont s Lombing ordor as eicainted
the var. Wist do 7ou think of Iits astion ans whers do 3ou tutn

t# vi11 tesar

SENATOR DIFKSEN: Frobably “o hust ansver | aan give is
the astioy that vas faken by tua Repablisan Rational Coordin-
ating Comistee consisting of n half-dozen mewers of our
uationel somdties, 8 haif-8osun Hopubiican povernors, Soint
Iradership of Republican leadarship of the Senate and House,
tnose vho have boen candidatan for the Presidency and ne Vi

Prostdant Btsentover. And

Prentdency and then, of cour:
e meot about every quarter.

Nou 1t vas on the 13th of December of last yoar that ve mat|
a0t ve insud & one-page paper on this very subject and J need
© .y Tostte vhat the essence of ii vas.

MR. MORGAR: Do.

SERATOR DIRKSEN: Bosausa ve shared the objnoti:




there 18 no @ifference about objoctivs, but vo recommanded
that there bo o Kennedy-type qusrantine so far as the Fort of
Hiyphong 1s concerned, and then specifically recommended that ve
use conventional naval and air pover to bomb stratogic
targots in critical target avess.
MR, BRUNER: You are plessed, thon, with tho latest --
SENATOR DIRKSEN: Indeed 1 am pleased and I support it.

I thought 1t should have been done long ago.

ocause that was
seven months ago that ve made that statement and we are gotting
around to this bombing only now.

Now I an not critical of that delay. I only say that
that represented the bost concensus thinking of Republican
leaders from all over the country.

MR. MORGAN: The port of Hyphong has not yet bean quaran-
tined, mined or bombed. Do you think 1t must be?

SENATOR DIRESEN: Well, lot's vait and see vhat the not
Tosult of the two bombing strikes will be.

Now we have reason to believe that morale is diminishisg
rather rapidly in North Viet Nam. In fact that was disclossd
o us at that last briefing session which vas three weeks ago

tomorrov at the Vhite Hous

You may romenbor that I had to
harrass the Prasident @ 11ttle in order to got the fotnt
loadorship back there but ve a1d. Among other things ve dis-
covered that in the intervievs of these Viot Cong prisoners

lalnost uniformly, now, they were talking about what was




happening to the morale in North Viet Nam.

MR, BRUNER : Woll, thon, you think the credibility g

that you have desortbed 1s no longer & problems You think nov
you are gotting the nformtion you need?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Vo are gotting the information ve neod.
T have so atated. You see 1t took a long time to get that

Joint meeting 50 that ve vers fully advised of vhat the exsct

1impact of our action v

MR, MORGAN: In other words, you think the President is
now leveling with the people and probably doing 3o because of
your prior criticisn?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, I von't say that ho has not leveled|

vitn the people before. Thore s such a taing as not quite
disclosing all the things that e tnink ve ought to know. He
may have quite other ideas. That still doesn't open him to
tho chargo of loveling. It is only that it gives us ammuni-

tion and 1t fortifiss us bosause we are not only accessible to

the public but infinitely more accessible then he and of cour

whon you go back home there are poople = and this is the No. 1
tople In thetr minds, and you have got to have somothing move
than @ superfictal anaver.

MR, MORGAN: Somator, the Freaident said that tnis bonbing
vas nasessary bocause ve had to raise the price of sgression

at the sourcs. At every prior time that we have increased our

streugth, the enemy has met the price. Yhat if the anomy



continues the price and we run out of targets in North Viet
Naw?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, now, we will know whether or not
the enemy will meet the price. The eesisst vay to determine
1t 1s whether or not there 1s a sudden cessation in that
steady march of vehicles anu’ r o soldiers down the Ho Chi
Minh Trail, part of which goes through Cambodia.

Now the last figure we had was that the infiltration vas
about 4500 a month, and that has been rather constant. Now
we will vatch and see what the effect 1s going to be. When
you find a diminution in that effort then you know that the
strikes have been exceedingly effective. The only way you will
got fuel down there then will be on the backs of coolles in
the form of heavy drums of gasoline and that will be equally
true when you try to fuel your alrplanes.

MR, BRUNER: But Sevator, one of tne biggest concerrs,
before, last Jenuary, vhen the doves in the House and the
Senate sent their lotter to the President asking & continua-
tion of the bombing pause, ome Of their concerns was whether
or not Red China might come into the war on the side of the
North Vietnamese. Now if we continue the heavy bombing
raids in North Vietnam, does that not bring Red China closer to
haviog to make a decision?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I see no reason why. I have never been

to0o seriously disposed over the allegations that have been



constantly mde that it 1s an opom invitation to bring Red Chine
into this conflict. After all, Red Chino is vulnersble in

her aun rignt. Here she has set up tnase uslear tnstallatiens
and obviously ve kuov where they ave because of tha effective
noss of our reconnaissance.

iow suppose 1t should happen and you had to go tn nd
borb out all tnese installations, the fralt of a long-tims
labor? Rea China dossn't have anything muich that 1s disposable
oxcept manpover, and millions of 1t. But vhen a1l is satd and
@one vithout veapons, vnat s 1t 1ike?

M. MORGAN: Tomorrov 1s the ¥ourth of July and Indapen-
dence Day vould hardly be independence Day vithour  Dirkmen
spooch somounere. Have you got one booked for the Fourth?

SHNATOR DIKESEN: Vell, ot me say I had omo booked and
strangely enough I had 1t oooked for the Fourth of July, 1965.
Tho same place, the same speech, perbaps, for 1966. But a
yoar ago, tvo days or & day before the Fourth of July, 1 vas
10 an anbulance on the vay to Walter Reed Hospital because of
rocurrance of those intestinal spasms. This yeer I vas 30
unfortunate 48 to tusble out of that high-goarod bod in the
save hospital and cam up with a fractured hip and I am as full
of hardvare as & country harduare stara -- thinking of all tha

netle and otner gadgotry they put in, because they nailed mo

togother.
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