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wh CAPSULE STORY OF VIET HAM'

You've heurd 50 mich about the situation in Viet Nam either on the
£ront page of the newspaper or by TV or radio or by the nevs
ragazines that I suppose you get a little bewildered ltke I do and
what's rore you somehow depart £rom the original causes and
sources and begin to wonder & little waat 1t's all sbout. I
thought, therefore, that 1t might be & capital ides to try to
capsule this Viet Nam picture as far as I could 5o s to Just
compress 1t in & Junk and you would have the whole story.

fiow, T think where ve have %o start 1s o orfent ourselves
with respect to Viet Nan and vhat it is. We use these terss
loosely at times and 5o interchangably that perhaps e miss the
background that ought to go vith 1%, Now, we use the word Viet
Nan that is actually two vords. The word Viet besns a people--
the Viet people or 1t would be like saying the Brazilians or the
Gormans or the Beyptians or the Jepanese. S0 when you talk
about the Viets that is a people ang they lived in Cina & thousond
years ago. I presue it probably nine hundred years aco
that they migrated out of this center of China and went to vhat
15 Jnown as Indo-Chinsw-that long strip that extends wp and dovn
the south side of the China Sea and Toniin Bay or Gulf. Actuslly,
the countries all over in Kores both north and south are Viet Nam,
1¢ ve can use that teru, is about o thousand miles long and, the morthern
section, better known as the Viet Minh, has & common border with
Red Cuina of sbout four hundred and fifty miles. lov, that's where

the Viet people settled let us say nine hundred years ago.



But, when they got there, they were subjugated all over again
by the Cafnese but there case & time after a good many hundreds
of years of subjugation as & vassel state that they 4id rebut
and rebutt the articles of Kuble Kian who 15 one of the old amperors
and at the head of & Nongol forde and, for a tive, at least they
vere the mesters of thelr owm destiny. But, thet didn't last
‘too long because it was probably seven hundred years ago that
boti the French and the Portuguese began to wove dnto that erea
and took over & mumber of provinces and subsequently France cs-
tablished herself es & sort of & protectorate not only over Indo-
Cnina (that's the whole of the country both North and South) but
over the country of Casbodie and the 1ittle contry of Laos
as well. Tt came about the last year of the Civil var and
the French vere there for roughly ninty years, I suppose, along vith
the Fortuguese. But, at lons last, the Fortuguese vere aqueezed out
and then in 1540, when World War 11 care on, the Japancse moved
in and they took over the cowntry and occupied 1t With the
coming of VJ Dey that was the end of it and France wanted to move
back n. But, she aiscovered that the Viet Mink or the
Communtst slerent had so entrenched 1tself in the Horthern
part of Tndo-Crina that a conflict snsued right ke nov, So,
£4v8t %o nefl down wnat the Viet an 1o, thet ia South, the
South Viet comntry. In obher vords Viet Feople, Soutaern
part of the courtry, ad that is Viet Nev proper. Hov, the Northern
part since 1ts separated at the seventeenth parallel is referred

o sovetines as North Viet Nam but tha

not an aceurate term.

It's really the Viet Minh. Now, after the Japs moved out and the French



and the Viet people care to blows in the Northern part, that raged
along for T guess about nine years. I vas in Seigon, the Capital of
Viot Nam, and used to veteh the French soldiers cave off of the
Vessels thet came right up off of the river, the Saigon river.

In fact, they vould debarr vithin & block of the prineipal hotel,
the ¥ajestic Rotel, in Salgon. Well, 1t ensued, I presue,

for a6 mueh as nine yaars as I recall and they decimated the
country, ravaged it. But, at lon last, came the battle of whet
vas knovn as Dien Bien Fhu--that vas vay up in the Nortnern

section of Indo-Chins. I remenber that in part, too, because

#y first visit over there vas prior to the tine that the Sastien

of Dien Bien Fou fell. I was up in fianof and Hatphong--iaiphong
nad an atrstrip so I could fly in there and later on £ly dowm

o Salgon. But, I used to vatch the French planes, they vere

really our Navy planes, that ve had turned over to France, going off
on these morning and afterncon sorties dropping their bonbs and

I presune they got the ides that that's all it took against what
seened like primitive people. But, at long last Dien Blen Phu

fell end that was the end of the French. And, thereafter, there
had to be a conference at Geneva in Switzerland in order to
aeternine what to do. Now, ve sat in on that conference

at Geneva; ve were not signatories, meaning ve dian't sign any
treaty or a convention. But, ve did sit in and ve agreed, more

or less, that ve would try to help that cause and protect the
independence of the people in the south part of Indo-China, namely,
Viet Nam. But, our of the Geneva accord, came virtual independence

for Leos and independence for Canbodls free from a protectorate
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and then, as to Indo-China, They dfvided the country in two
at the seventeenth parallel; they just drew a straight line snd said
south of that vas Viet Nam, north of that lipe is Viet Minh and

the two sections of the country are about the same size. Roushly,

1 suppose, ourteen or fifteen million people in each. Each one
got rougnly sbout sixty thousand square miles. I would guess
that's about the same territory that you would find in the state

of Washington. So, here, then, vere two countries and you would
think that you wouwld allay all the aifficulty; they would behave
themselves. Each country would work out its own destiny. But,

that isn't the way it workea because in the Northern section,

it was given over to Communists and Comwunisw and to the Viet Cong.
Yow, it's strange--that word Viet Cong isn't sufficiently

defined from time to time. It's really a sleng word and it peans
Communist. S0, if you read the daily press aud see what's

going on out there in Asia and you encounter that word Viet Cong,
well, what it means in slang is that it is a Commumnist force

and nothing else. So, you see, it doesn't actuslly speak

for a country as such--it's a military force, but it's

strictly Communist in character.

Wow, they were mareuding doWm in the Southern end of this cowntry
way back vhen the French were there; they were killing off and assesinating
local officials like chiefs of police and mayors and others and this
has been golng on for a long time. Tuat's why you £ind those pockets of
Communists and Communien in Viet Nem, meening the South Viet erea where
the Viet people live and that probably adds to the difficulties
we have over there at the present time. Now, we sald that we

would help the Vietnamese people and there are reasons for




1t too because they needea all kinds of help. First,
they needed economic help. e country had been ravaged by var for
%0 many years and its cconomy ves undone. There vas inflation;

they had to ratse en army. But, you couldn't take a hundred and
tuenty-five thousand young men, pub them in an arwy and take them out of
the productive force of Viet Nam. So we had o shore them up with
econontc ald; ve had to reconstitute their whole monsy system after
the French moved out and ve had to cend in supplies in order

o sustatn them and ve sald ve vould help and ve have

helped in that respect. Now, they said they needed military

help and they cortainly d1d and they need nilitary help ne.

There were no factories over there to vanufacture veapons and
armunttion--if there vas I never sav them. And so, they couldn't
f1ght amd they couldn't preserve their froedom vithout amunition

and guns and 50 ve hed to supply equipoent. Tiey nesded

also our stabilizing political hand. Wy imagine a countzy

veere they had nobody trained to take over the reins of govern-

ment. The only people the French trained vere doctors and

rainly bocause of the incidento of tropical diseases like
elephantiasts vhere leags and arms vill svell w like that

or 1n other broad incidents over there. So, that's how we got

there; that's hov Viet Nam got into thts Aifficulty; thet's why

We responded with help on the economte, mlitary, and politicel
front and then ve vere ready for negotiation at eny time. Within
reason 1t had to cone from them of course. But, Britain

and the Soviet Union explored this; the United Nations explored 1t s

late as April of this year; this fellow Gordon Walker wio is in the
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British State Department vent over thers; the Cinese and the
Viet Minh voulda't even see hin 5o nothing happened. Indta made
& proposition for pesce and that fell by the vayside and was
absolutely fruttless. There is o Canadian mesber on the International
Control Conmtssion and he case with & proposition which I think
was related to us by the Dominion governuent but that has fallen
by the vayside.

So a1l along the line we nave been ready to listen provided
we didn't have to initiste the talks and make it appear
thet ve vere being defeated or vere retreating or that we had
surrendered because we Aldn't. And so, Mhere is the story of Viet
Nan in @ capsule and at the moment this Show has Ot t0 g0 0
unless the world's greatest pover 1o going to have to confess
that he vas husbled by a 1ittle country made up of Comnunists that
we refer to as the Viet Minh under the Jead of Ho Cat Minh

their Russian trained leader. That's the Story.
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