June 2, 1969

'SEWATOR KENNEDY AND VIETNAM STRATEGY

M. Dirkeen, W, Prasident, the diatinguisied Sioetor from Basnachusstis,
Kennedy, and I have muc! Yot only do ve share sasbership in thie

oot g il cutog g S S A

vith troops sbroad in 1951, Nothing so eariches the xxnsm o vk

the experience which cones from having been a Erival

o T thisk back to those duys wnun one stood reveille, 14 P

(km:nen po!lce] 2uty, mended one's own clothes, ¥ashed his own pess ki
rned s L Saais Lens mal pecrue £ mmita 58 Stmes ouktaa 65
rpen et sieaiagis renetient mrein

But oo Jasne in due course that var 1 o tectical wnd surategtc art,

Objectives are to be assessed. Targots and positions mist be evalu Hi

ground and its iaportance ih Stopping Infiitration must be squated e

cost in lives. The value of high ground was not lost on the Germans 25 years

860 this week vhan they cecupied the high promontary overlocking both Casha

and Uteh Beaches and held it egainst every assault for more than 30 h

Seeells ot o siVivay Jasdine 1o Vistom e “smstans b rresponsivie”

88 o distinguished colleague and Private-at-Ams put it, in taking Hasburger
ane a5 sumething of a hock. It 1d net isiocats my affection for him,

ot 1o Jolt my estimate of his visdom and judgment.

e that first stateset oo dle Sanats £I00F o weeks ogo, e I
s vl B bty oo g drorghis oyl
Saying that sensetess ailitesy setisos 1n the hills soa valleys of Vietaas

"have delayed successful negotiation at the Paris peace talks.

ALL this has a slightly familiar ring. It sounds a bit like another Sen-

ator rom Ohlo who praced this bedy in 1%61--sore than 8 100 years ago. fis

swx vas Beajesdn Trenkiis Wate, He ves Cotirees Gf She Goumlttes o Gootucs
ihen Gener: 11an S

ncoln
moread Hadeq. Very cootly i , "Wade, anybody will do for
oo aet T B hare Somcboty” A s beosmse o the wtlttery coniuct of
Teneral Hecielran:

e vtat 1s belng doue i Vietoan 1s ssnteless aid Lrrosponsivle, the
Senator fron Massachusetts should cont he Consander-in-Chief and suggest
et bu Atamina: o AM1TRcy oommndare tod 18 other

But T bave an Ldes that the President, the pecple of this country, wnd
o3 smouisigesble lssders axe not sbout 1o o mything of the kind, Tosy see
Bore Nikely to recall What the historian Ditus Livis, better koo ae Liwy
fEoie 2100 yexss aga st Genesul Faubus was Segpion ol A8
Vacedonia. 1h 168 . Here io what Livy weot

“Lucius Acnilius Pulus, & Roman Consul who had been selected to
conduct the war with the Macedonisns, B.C. 168 went out from the



-2-

Senate into the assembly of the people and addressed them as
follows, according to the historian, Titus Livius (Livy):

"In every circle, and, truly, at every table, there are
people who lead armies into Macedonia; who know where
the camp ought to be placed; what posts ought to be oc-

hould and
sea; and when it is proper to engage the enemy, when to
lie quiet.

*And they not only demonstrate what is best to be done,
but if anything is done in any other manner than what
they have pointed out, they arraign the consul, as if
he were on trial before them.

'These are great impediments to those who have the manage-
st of affelye; for everyme cantot smovmber lnjuriods
reports with the same constancy and firmness of mind

Fabius 414, %ho chose %o 16t his o sbility be guestioned
through the folly of the people, rather than to dismenage
the public business with a high reputation.

'T am not one of those who think that commanders ought
at no tin ¢ to receive advice; on the contrary, I wou
deem that man more proud than wise, who regulated every
procceding by the standard of his own single judgment.

"What then is my opinion?

!That. comunders should be counseled, chiefly, | Mg
of known talent; by those who have made the

their particular study, and whose knowledge e
from experience; from those who are present at the scene
of action, who see the country, who see the enemy; who
see the advantages that occasions offer, and who, like
people embarked in the same ship, are sharers of the
danger.

'1f, therefore, anyone thinks himself qualified to give
advice respecting the war which I am to conduct, which

prove advantageous to the public, let him not refuse
his assistance to the state, but let him come with me
into Macedonia.

'He shall be furnished with a ship, a horse, a tent; even
his traveling charges shall be defrayed.

'But if he thinks this too much trouble, and prefers the
repose of a city life to the toils of war, let him not,
on land, assume the office of a pilot
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!he city, in Ltaels, furaishes abundance of tople for
comversabion; et 1 contine ite passion for taiking ithin

s own preclncu, and rest opured that Ne shall pay
Hteotios vo eny Seussis pot 3 be ekl vishin
our camp.!

HISTORY OF ROE By Livy (Titus Livius)
Vol. 13, Book XLTV, Chapter 22."

6 <uld bave besn rifouaniondiy: T eould nave:bosa glaaset o

the pages of the CONGRESSIONAL It 15 as fresh as new-mown hay. It i

L e 1o ekt e,

Bt 411,482 bag @ very serious aspeck; Hanad quickly pleked u tals
eriticisn. It was broadcast. Even the word 'senseless’ vas used.

ad uhat couid be the tepact on troop sorale end discipiinet ihen Sen-
ghors, 12,000 alies resoved from Hemburger RLLL, call the tan-dey action
Taematiess and irresponsible,” can it be inte ‘any other way than
direct refiection on the Judgment and coupetane of our F1eld commanders m
Vietnan. If this is to be taken as the hove-guard appraisal of the
Tecgment, sad CepabLLLEY of s commindera most doos 5 4o o troup soufldsacer

General Paulus said 1t sLL 2100 years ago whan he observed, If,there.
Himselt qualiied bo give wdvice respecting Ui Wer VAACE
, let

e ‘may prove advantageous to the public
St Ths. contvance e the Fhath T e Biesmmms vith sabobs Racebomta s
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