- A van in public life expests to be eriticized, rarassed snd
badgered by the opposition perty, whether it be on douestic or foreim
Lsmes or Whether 1t be in the forw of perscaal attack for Ky slleged
sins of onission and comnission. Sach things are quite naturally
appraised as the norsal posture of the political opposition. They

are calewlated to stir the personal and party interest of the one who
13 so attacked and serves to sharpen his weapans in responding to such
attaci.

But when such attacks spiag fron @ sherp, divisive spirit
in & person's own party and becaue rather personal and scuetines
ugly in nature, it becomes & significantly different thing.

One uay call those in public service politictans or stetes-
wen, but they are all human beings. They have feelings. They are
senstéive and those feelings quickly respond to personal sttack.

In this hour of our history the situation takes on an
intencive oharacter. We are in & war. It has been & bloody and

expensive advent:

tne son-in-law of the Eresident is either
enroute or already in Vietnan. Another son-in-law i in unfforn
and w1l doubtless get orders for Vietnan in due course.

When @ President iz assailed, after deing what he deems
Tiost for the ccuntry and 1n the naticnal interest only to be charyed
in soue quarters forf being responsible for the bloodletting and
for plaunming even grester casualtles and destriction, what does 1t
do to the spirit?



When his ministers are called before committees of the
Congress and pilloried for alleged mistakes in judgment and mainly
by members of hiw own party, what must he think about the future
and his continuing efforts to get the party back on track in the
interest of victory and peace.

What must he think in quiet hours of reflection that his
sincere efforts to meet the fiscal crisis which confronts the nation
are stymiéd fnot by the opposition so much as by those with whom
he is associated in the same political organization?

And what must he say when those who become opponents for
the presidential nonination in his own party rather carelessly
reflect on his motives and efforts in leading the nation to what
he deens to be sound ground?

lore than a score of times in private, intirate conversatic
with the President in the last sex months he would say to me that he
was fnot & cendidate for anything and then emphasize it with an
expressive forefinger. Perhaps he meant it even bthen but when he
said it with some pathos in his voice on Sunday night it was quite

evident that he did mean it.
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