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VHY ARE VE TN VIETRAM?

In recent veeks quite @ number of Senators have been discussing the war in Viet-
have

fogmstimirpupie to write letters and remark about sopething they'
the press and I do get some letters of course continuing to raise the inquiry as
to Just why ve are in Vietnan,

thought perhaps by vay of a capsule sumary I could indicate to you soze of the
reasons wty ue are there and to do 8o it vould be necessery to go back 13 yew
That vould take s back to September of 195b. It ves at that bine, 13 years ago,
4ot ve entered into » iresly wrrungEmETt vith 6 ciner couwtries and 1t 1o known
o5 the Southensr sl Treaty Orgenization. el of cowse vien you enter

ually pl

e in, 85 a matter of fact
becaise 11 yasted to be sssocisted ith the tresty organisstion, thep of course
one or all would tender aid. ne reaso alia,
w ecland and the Uhited Suates and others wmo are in Vi
time. That would be the first reason so we'll set that down and say because
of SEATO — Southeast Asia Treaty Organization.

>

The second reason that I think could be assigned is there has been aggression and
t 1t had to be stemmed before it moved to How T've

from over in Halays and ultimately Indonesi 2 16 e mp distsene
S52 cormact thet 15 enly ten wtles fr e EWIigrion retands.
what is involved in that whole Southeast Asia Arca,

How there is @ third reason and that is that vhen World var II was over,

e’ taherited the leatarship In this wrld o vaich v have 6ot o b responaive

208t Svapoi e S WHICH et oty e i yo AT Btk
leadershi; were going to maintain peace, and so vhen

Chage cetes for atd”cane, 3t vas Irp T the Unicea States 1 1t could, and it

it rightly could, to properly respond.

Hlow our officials from time to time express the concern over our oun security
b oruptions 1ike thet in Soutbeust Aeis bresk foreh sed you have to deel
with those who would commuize countries like South Vietnas.

pusymees s WL S HRI M IR SO L MY YA
Unfted Staces Senate some time Dack snd v paseed & resclution uttiming oo
interest and indicatiog that ve upport the efforts to protect snd

defend the freedon and Sncegruy of South Vietoam, As I recall that resolution
boicirlire eesgapbortpts



iow there s still another reason and that was vhen Preaident Eisenhower and
Hgo Diah. Diem, the former Chiet of State of South Vietna, had this interchange
Know

Bis d President ligo Dinh Dien agreed that sgression or subversion threat-
st o] wxmm Andependence of the Republic of Vietnam would be considered
endangering peace and stability. So there you bad the President of the United
States und the Presidant of South Vietnas muking o very solemn and profound state-
s to what they thought their mutusl duties vere in case of troubl

#0d nov there's still ancther reason because when the late John Kennedy became
President, he said on the 2nd of August, 1961, and that’s € yeurs aso, that the
Untten State: b

th:Snerstueg s Lo Ao 2kt  Lost o

Commmtots for Lack o suppors bich the tnited Ste ee

Here ve hawe & Cronty. s Poioh Ve unleEtok Semtbln TesmasTaisirtea; md I u‘m.z
ve boen spccessively uffirmed by President Kemnedy ead by President Slsentoy

now on the 1ith of December, 1961, President Kennedy wrote to President
ot Viotnaa and stares trat the 0.5, vas to help the Repuniic .
Vistran to protect its people and to preserve its sndlpznﬂence. Well 1 a

koo vhere you Vould find stronger angunge to give sl reiigeetdl
oottty o e A ey

o v o i u step Tursher Vecause e set up vhat s koo o un Tuernath
2 Gomsizaion in comestion vith SHIT0. Their busiacss 1s of course o suservice
ad 30 chagrre ARl Gy To Jend ALt offices o ReATtAIn pesce: It SoBELEtS of
Person fron Foland and one from India nd 1 thnk one from Canada and £hat 13 s
duty.” low shey nake investigutions to ascertaln wbether there wue aggression, whether
there were preparations for attack, wid they did find thet in 1962 there wus tvidence
on and supplies bad been seut from florth Vietnan into
arned attacks

Jefi, 5 independence; there would have Then rovhing actunlly G
Trtece Sea s tatun

we ga one step further because this happened in 196k, To be exact it vas on the
Lo day o Mugert, in that, yeur that both The Touer of Mrsnation ol U
Senate of the United States once more passed upon UILs whole satter ia the form of &
resolution, It passed the Senste by a vote of "85 to 2 and it paseed the House by
a vote of 416 to 0, upprovis
Chief to take all fecussary ottt gy £rong force 80 sepel

tach . the forces of the United Stetes wd to - furtuer segrension.
Tow that resolutlon also rectved that the United Svates 1s therefore prepared ea
doteradned by tus Prosident o take tha necessary steps dacluding the uBk of arm
force to assist any member or iy member protocol gtate of the SEATO that might
request assistance in the defense of its freedam.

942t o Woasloglin e, B Shay vere it astac s shay sebtsn
ay line of action

frooyergholipiySobuiio b ployrilody m gy B A
Eisenhover and President
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S0 liere we are vith  very Gistiedlt sivistion op our hunda wnd thers are those sho beve
counseled to stop the bambing \nilateral vithiraval oF to rebrest or
dsttemt. b o brineing the enelw o 5o She sogthtasion tea 1 0 aon be)iavz fdte

s been vanting in trylng o bring sbout thet latter situatior
re have been Just sbout 30 very affirmetive endeavors to get the enemy to
the negotiation table in one way Or another, lone of them have succeeded and ve've just
about exhausted I think any hope Of effort in that field, so what remains done
cept to use force in such measure and in such diment bring about the results that
it about. That is sort of the long and the ghort of this whole matter.
I've said a nusber of times, I don't kiow how e can escape v you're going
%o have to lead virtually from the strength of victory in Order to get these problems
Sesolved that would be o the pesstiakion table s the first oue of course that
e fron ‘the Vietcong that this ageression,

there has t
that this assault on the lnﬂ=p=n¢kncu ana the sovereigaty of the Feople of South Vistnis
ik 5t e ken

i

must cone an be said for the stepped up
Flace Wt & oot dend of the pover sply of lorth Vistoas bas o Brevirfouitrs b )
aliarecustoniatly Soulise sk StLLost frves Mias Soay Crohic auk
g boitlonpdpd gl gyt gt sl feie e b
unplepsant thing to an end to an honorable end.

‘Thank you.
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