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Which had upon it, the  New Deal s t m p  of the Roosevelt period and the Pair Deal 
st- of the  Tsunan can probably be regarded as the counterpa;rt of the Uberal 
Party in &gland. other words, it goes a l i t t l e  M h e r  in t h a t  direction 
tban the RepublLcan Psrty. rPhe RepubUcsn Party, in my judgement;, siace the 
clays of Abraham Lincoln has been conservative. When I say conservative I mean a 
party that is deacated to coaaertriug cultural. aad  pir ritual and ecohomic 
resources of the country under a free systeaa where tha major economic judgements 
are made in  the free market, We do not belleve i n  control. W e  believe in 
regulation but no more than is ebsolutely necessary t o  keep the system fbnctioning, 
and I thank that makks a distinction between the t w o  parties. 

Is the third party movement likely o r  necessary in the U n i t e d  States? 
First, I doubt very much whether a third peurtrg is necessary; and secondly it 
is doubtful. whether it will ever be very likely unless you can get a rea l  major 
sp l i t .  We have had third parties overthe years, and sometime e y ~ o  it was uy 
pleasure when I had a btt of leisure tinkc? t o  run down the general history of 
third parties and E&O to what extent t k y  commmded support from the kerfcan 
people. When you meaaure it in the Ught, it was quite smntl, as a matter of1 
f m t  . So it might be eraid, judging f k o m  the history, that  third parties do not 
have great appeal for  the people; an8 -8 other fact 8raOuld be added - when you 
eet  up a third party of course you are i b l i n g  with the creation of additiona;l 
party machinery i n  b a l i t i e s ,  i n  counties, in etELtie36, and that  is no easy 
undertddng for anybody to get started &n the field 

Elenator, the system of eeLLecting candidates for national offfice by convention 
the m e t  desireable my% 

Well, iZ it i sn ' t  the m e t  desireable way, I b u b t  whether there are aay better 
or more practical methods which have been suggested thus far. A number of b i l l s  
W e  been introduced in the Senate and %we over a period of years for the 
purpose of selecting presidential candidates in a natbona;l, primary. To u d e r k k  
a national primar*y, the f l u  of petitio~s or wtmtmer m e t h o d  uill be devised 
In order t o  get s name on the b W t ,  t o  deal with a Large nuhber of m p l e  wbo 
would submit themselves fo r  the prersidential office in a prbtwy contest i n  tine 
various states would offer r e a l  dlfflcuLty, in my judgemieat; and I em frankly 
et a loes t o  see how it would work within the titner factor and within the frame 
of the practical dlff'iculties which you usually encounter in the selection of a 
presidential and vice-presidential nnmfnee . 
What inf-es does the legendary smoke-filled xxrn have in the national con- 
vent ion? 

I have nio idea who ever created the term, &moke-fllled room;" and it is entirely 
gossible that back in early days probaw when I was born in  g96 when there was 
far less coIQmuDljlcation of tho-t wer the country by means of newspapers, 
magazines, M o ,  W, and all the other devices for  disseai.mtLng information 
tu You cnM.d have such a t- such a phemmgnon as a smoke-filled room where 



party leaders wourXel get together, take the cards out of t he i r  packets, determine 
who had how much s t r w h ,  and then begin t o  swap and deal Fn order t o  pick some 
particular candidate. 1 presame tha t ' i s  the time when they o r i g i n a w  the phrase 
also, " the hand-picked candidate, '! but today there can be no such thing as a 
smoke-fined room. 3n the f i r s t  place, people know pretty w e l l  what goes on, 
The average America voter i s  well-informed, The average delegate t o  a political 
convention is not only well-fbformed but he i s  a man of substance, character, and 
responsibility in his o m  community, and he is  independent in his thinhing so that  
he bows whe*e he wants t o  go and what he wants t o  do* So i n  the context of the 
information that  is available the people everywhere today, the  smoke-filled room, 
If if ever had any r e d  place in American Poli t ics is a thing of the  past, Now 
I t h i n k  there is one additional comment. It i s  not quite f d r  ever t o  think of, 
l e t  us say, the delegate from a s ta te  getting together. Caucasing i n  a hotel 
foom that i s  large enoughto hold them, considering a l l  the possibilitses before 
them. Now you might conceivably put a tag on them and say, "Well, look, there 
are the  elected delegates from that  s ta te  meet- in a room, reporters and the 
public gzmerally are barred while they carry on the discussions, so they are 
doin@; some dealing in  this smoke-filled room. They're not doing mything of the 
kind. They're Just beating out the i r  viewpoints on the  anvil of disdussion, and 
when i t ' s  a U  over, they come t o  a concikikion i n  the matter; and tha t  i s  quite 
a different tu because that  happens everyday, not only h social Ufe, Fn 
church l i f e ,  in lodge life, i n  business life but in nearly every segment of 
American activity; and so applying it t o  the po l i t i ca l  f i e l d  makes it a t  once 
an entirely proper undertakiq and a proper approach. 

Senator, how much play does the individual voter have i n  the running of M s  
party o r   TI the decisions of his government? 

Well, the individual can have as much t o  say as he Ukes and as deep as his 
in teres t  might lie. And when 1 sey that,  he has a vote as t o  who w i l l  be 
the  precinct committeemen the  precinct where he lives; he has a vote 
i f  he is interested, he cap go t o  the county convention, when the precinct 
c o ~ t e e m e n  pick a county chairman; i n  a primary state,  such as the s ta te  
of ~ o i s ,  he has a vote on who shall be the candidate of local office, 
f o r  s t a te  office, and i f  there i s  a presidential primary, for the presidential 
office as weU. So you see it is the vote which is the  b i t  weapon of the voter 
and as 1;incol.n once said, "The po l i t i ca l  power of the s t a t e  resides not in the 
voter but i n  the voter who votes. " You see that is an entirely different thing. 
You have a s ta te  where maybe thirty-five $ percent of the  electorate w i l l  vote 
i n  a primary and perhaps pick a candidate f o r  nomination fo r  office who is not 
the most desireable person in the mrld. Well, it is  just a question of how 
many voters will get out and indicate t he i r  choice of who shal l  be the party 
nominee and to what extent he wants t o  in teres t  himself i n  public activities.  
That i s  the import;ant thing, and that is where it begins -- with the individual 
voter because he i s  the man that  in wery case a candidate has got t o  s e U ,  

Would you say there has been a change in the type o f  m a n  who enters politics 
today from the poU.ticia& of f i f ty  or a hundred years ago? 

Yes, I think so, I have t o  be a l i t t l e  guarded on t h i s  point, but just Look 
at the  t h b k h g  back in  my mfnd, I .think the average pereon who submits himself 
for  pubuc service partfcuLarly at the national level  is by averages a t  least  



somewhat younger than they were in other days.  mey not only are younger, but 
I think they look younger. I can remember i n  twehby-five years of Congressional 
service, serting with only one Congresliuaan and no Senators who eve= wre a 
beard, a d  tha t  was  Congressman George PFnkham of Massachusetts. It gave him 
a rather dignified look, as you czn well imagine, but he was the only one. Now 
as I look at the pictures of the old-timers, l e t  us say,  all along thw walls and 
corridors here in  the Senate and in  the House, they look infini tely more dignifed 
t h  we do today. Perhaps it i s  thf, fact that  there i s  somuch to be done and 
you have t o  hurry about it, and you do it wi-l;ih all zeal and determination, and 
that  gives it en animation that  seems a l i t t l e  different. Now they weren'3, 
quite as overwhelmed with the detai ls  of work in those ear l ier  days, fo r  look 
how the  country has grown i In the last forty years, in the  Last twenty years, 
the country has '$%own by forty-eight m i u o n  people. In the  last ten years, it 
has grown by over twenty-eight million people. You see there wasn't quite so 
much business. First ,  the poptilation wasnt% there. Secondly, look at all 
the ac t iv i t i es  tha t  have been placed upon the  statute books. Here you add I 
use radio today as a medium of c o d c a t i o n .  There wes no radio in. those 
early days,  a d  actually there w a s  no Federal Commumications Commission un t i l  
I came t o  Congress i n  1933 and had a chance t o  vote on the bill f o r  the f i r s t  
time, so i n  every f i e ld  o w  conntry has grown, and younger people now have 
submitted themseMes; and then is the time permits l e t  me make th i s  one other 
observation. We hzve had in this generation two major world ward. You see 
I was i n  one of them. I w a  on the Western Front i n  1918. Just t m k  of 
sending m i U o n s  of youngsters abroad somehow t o  expand t he i r  backgrounds, 
give them a better grasp of the world, then when they comeback and finish 
their college training if they hzve an opportunity, it i s  only a jifw until 
they st& thi- i n  terms of the public service and public office; it is 
only a l i t t l e  while now as I envision it that you are going  t o  have a great 
many younger peogle who believe that there i s  a place for  them in public 
sexvice, md they m e  going t o  be candidates for  pubuc office a t  all levels 
whether it is local state, or national. 

Are the voters of t o w  more inclined t o  vote their individual preference 
than t o  follow the  choices of party organfzationsf 

I think there is a very substantial independent vote in the  country, and i f  
one had t o  documemt it, I p re sqe  he could go back t o  fIhe Prim$&s by George 
Gallup in the  opinion survey polls he makes from time t o  time. One would 
gather from that  that  there i s  a very substantial segment of voters in the  
entire electorate that axe not too closely wedded either to  one party or the 
other or  60 one precise flewpoint o r  another or t o  one party platform or  
another. So they w a i t  f o r  the candidztcs, and they w a i t  for  aa, explanation 
of the  platform and the  views and the  things the candidate hopes to  achieve 
if he is elected t o  office and make thzt  the basis f o r  their determination 
w h e n  they go into the vo-king booth, 

How irnportm-k are  the geographic, the ethnic, the religious character is t ics~ 

To a considerable extent a d  depending on the  area I think they have a very 
considerable being, a very considerable impact. I muld guess that in c e r t a h  



rural states ,  let's take for  instance sparsely populated s t a t e s  like Nevada or 
Eaontana o r  South Dakota or  North Dakota, you probably wuldn1% get too much of 
an impact. But where you ge t  a very l w g e  segment of people who have a common 
ancestralbac$ground and who have, l e t  us sey, common views on certain matters, 
there, of course you ~5.11 find t h a t  that trill  have a very considerable influence 
on the caudidate and elso on the  election outcome. That is a very na tura l  thing. 
Consider fo r  a moment, the Polish people. k o k  how deeply they are  wedded t o  
the hope t h a t  freedom can be cornsmated for their encestral  homeland, Poland. 
They want t o  do everything they c u l  i n  that direction, a d  one can w e l l  
understand it when t ha t  ins t inc t  i s  so deep and is based upon afgection 
and t r ad i t ion  dd .Ci t he  things t h a t  they took in with m t h e r ' i s  milk long 
ago, Consequently where you hwe a l u g e  group of PoUsh people in Chicago, 
in Bufalo, i n  New York, o r  eleewhere, it has a  very definite impact on t h e  
campaign; and then i f  you have a Polish candidate fox office,  obviously they 
would look Kith favor upon his ambitions and aspirations; and Fn tha t  respect 
it wrsuld make a difference, Now you could say as much, I t W ,  f o r  other  
groups. You could say that f o r  a Scmdinavian soup ;  you could say it f o r  
a German group, And then of course you get some other groups i n  some zreas. 
You get  a high concentration of the  N e g r o  vote. So you see t h a t  i n  itsels" 
w i l l  make a af fereuce;  so you don't E m i t  it jus t  t o  sectional,  cul tural ,  
o r  ethnic groups. Y o u  have to include racial groups as w e l l ,  and t ha t  is1 
the reason the national committees of both pwties  do s e t  up a division 
in that committee and campaign time which is dihe division that  deals with 
t h e  ethnic gmups, and they make that t h e i r  spec ia l  forte, So you see 
wen t h e  national committees do recognize tha t  fact. 

Senator, is patronage an important part of our pou t i ca l  system? 

Well, a t  one t lme  patronage was t h e  most important consideration, Where you 
developed some r e a l  e f fo r t  on the  part of party workers would be the hope 
that there  would be a reward f o r  his zeal, his devbtion i n  t h e  form of a 
job. It might be a very humble job; it might be something in f in i t e ly  
bet ter ;  but in any event before the growth of the  merit system, patronage 
uasn an important consideration in the political shheme. Then came these 
various groups t ha t  began t o  insist upon action in the matter  of the merit 
and the civil semice  fields. Actua l ly  t h a t  began when President Garfield 
was  assassinated, I guess 1883, wasn+t it? by a disappointed office seeker; 
and that gave an urge t o  c iv i l  service reform tha t  is had never gotten 
before, The resul t  was thet over t h e  years both zt the nat ional  l eve l  and 
at  the s t a t e  leve l  more and more jobs, more and more people have been 
covered in t he  m e r i t  system, And t h a t  means they become career people,l 
and they can be segarated from senrice only f o r  cause and have a r ight  of 
appeal. g e l 1  you have thereby diminished t he  number of availhble Jobs, 
and as e r e su l t  patronage, as such i s  not nearly so important a fac tor  as it 
wes h those earlier days,  

Senator, one f b a l  question here. What c b g e s  do you foreee in our 
p o l i t i c a l  system in the  next fift;y yearst 

Oh, goodness, that's an all-embrading question over a long period of time; and 
I think it would be a l i t t l e  diffidult on the  spur of the  moment t o  give you a 



categoriaal answer. You know one reason w3qf I ' m  always afraid of maldng a 
prophecy is tha t  it cern fall so wide of the mark unless you bring a t rem~dous 
imaginetion there. You know in 1900 they &athered a lot of interestfng people 
and also took forecasts and pl'opllecieo f'mm peaple abroad as to what the next 
f i f ty  years would b r a .  People like 8am knrpers, the leader in the Libor 
field, Jay Wuld, the ~Pinancier, Dean Ferrar, W i l l l e m  Jennings Bryan, H. G. 
We- and others, I Bave often said that our whole group in the Bev York 
Herald 'Pribune Syarposium f n 1m only one was correct, o&Uy enough, and that 
was Arthur lkSning Hadley, the  President of Yale.  For it was Dr. &&ley vho 
said that he %resew the day when pressure g~oups muld yield such influence 
in legis ls t ive halls that it would menme our eystem of government and our 
freedom. Now, rather than speculate so lrruch on the c h q e  In the next f i f ty  
years I'd rather speculate on the challenge that  the f i f t y  years w i l l  brine;. 
Now there are certain thinlqs t h a t  are constant i n  l l fe ,  but one great variable 
alvays w i l l  be -- whether or  not we wi l l  keep our eye on freedom and whsrt, it 
means economfcelly, p o l i t i c U l y ,  aDd sociaUyto the expamion and the growth 
of t h e  country, for  i f  we p r e s m e  the free a+.hosphere I n  which the human 
s p i r i t  and the miw aan unfPold then, of cmrse, there is no Unit t o  our 
economic destiny. Mow tbat I regard as a necessity and here I can t e l l  you 
something that  I foresee which I believe is dictatyed by the zrithmetic table. 
In a l i t t l e  while our population wi l l  be tuo hundred mlllion. It will go 
beyond that I am sure as t i m e  goes on. There w i U  be more youngsters who 
stay in school longer ELB tlme goes on, 'Pheretirement age of people will be 
dmpped. If it started ra t  seventy, it drops to  sixty-five, l n  some cases$ 
sixty-two. There are  movements afoot now to  drop it t o  sixty and to flfby-five. 
Be=, now look a t  tU equation. Two hundred miUlon people, more youngsters 
i n  school long-, more older people .sway f r o m  the wrkbench Urbfs, the result 
is  tha t  the percentage of the vhole population *Jbo WWI. have t o  Bo the 
productive work of the country v i U  percentage-kise be lnfb ihe ly  s m .  
That will be the hard core oP produc@rs. How i s  this smaller number going t o  
produce for a greater number of people, including our export; business abroad2 
It is very simple. There have to be new devices, new processes, new mrschinery 
new automation, new eveqtktng in themechanical field, beceuse it is answexed 
by one simple fact  -- you W e  ta nwltiply humern t tanb. Mow then, how do you 
do i t 2  mere have to be incent;fves for  it, incentives for  people with imagination 
and with re- t o  come up with new processes and new devices a r e  fewer 
people can produce for  a greater number and stfU. expand the enjoyment of 
liting and the standard, of l iving of our country. So the whole hope then i s  
what? To preserve a free atmnephere i n  which mind and talent  can unfold and 
flower and make that  poseible; trnd 19 we fiang nn t o  that; one thing, then 
of couree, I can prophwy Just w surely as I sit here today that the America 
of f i f t y  yeam Arom now will be so -ferent from the standpoint of deUgbts, 
gadgets, devices, leisure, a l l  the  rest  that  goes with it that i f  we were t o  
come back ve would scaz.cely recognize it. 


