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One of the most carzatle and respected members of the 87th
Congress 1s the Republican leader of the Senate, the distinguished
Senator from Illinois, Fvoerett Dirksen. I'm sure that anything
the Senator says today will have eloguence and substance as well,
Senator, it's gocd to have youw on this program with me.

Well, Jack, it's good Lo be on with you. Tt's always a de-
light and T certainly preen at the flattery.

The flattery is well deserved, Everctt, I'm sure of that. Just
to start off, what do you think will be the key issues in the months
anead of us?

Oh, we're poinyg 4 have lots of key issues. But while they
are key, therc 1s =n amazing thing about it. There 1s Just &
continuity of the things that have been issues in other times.
For instance, in the labor field, at an early date we will come
to grips with minimun wage, with secondary boycotis, with the
proposal Lo eliminale Seclion 148 of the Taft-Hartly Act, which
reserves Lo the stales the right to legislate in the labor field,
including the right to work.

Then, of course, the Bill we passaed in the shank of the last
session dealing with health for the apged and the effort, no doubt,
to have that brought about through the Socilal Security framework.
Then, in the internaticnal [lield, cover so many things: taxes,
sponding, distressed arcas leglslation.

fnd, of course, there's the question of federal eid to schools
and teechers' salaries.

Definitely so.

That would certainly be, I would assume, oie of the principal
issues Lhatl would be before us.

In fact, many of these bllls are already introduced in the
Senate and I apprehend thal many of them have aliready been lntro-
duced in the House.

Well, they have, Iv. So we'll undoutidly have those hefore
us and the same issues, as you say, wevre before us last Conpgress,
the BHth Congress.

vell, 1t givesz me a chance tc cay what the old preacher,
Ecclesiastes, wrote centuries ago-and [ like to go back and read
him every once in awhile because he has a phenomenal line. He
simply says, '"What has been, will be.'

3

Well, I puess it will be and we'll have a chance to see what
happens on Lhose pavticular issues others besides in this coming
session. Senatcor, there is oneg thing I want te ask you, in the
past we've been woridding with a Congress that was controlled by the
Denmocrats, but ihe Execulive branch was controlled by the Republi-
cans. MNow, of course, the Execulive branch, the Presidency, is
i the hands of the Democrats. The Democrats control the House
of Representztives by 164 Lo 272 and it is €5 to 35 in the Senate,
50 they rewlly have corplete charme of the whole bLusiness, don't
they? What effect do you think this will have on this legisiation
that will be betore us?
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Well, Juek, 11 will have several effects. The [irst one is
this: oa the thecuyy that you cannct lick something with nothing,
it means that as the minority party we're golng Lo have amendwents
and substitute legislation vhich reprcsestents the Republican
viewpoint aund we'vs going to advance it with =211 the vigor at our
coniand .

Jecondly, we're poing to have te be alert to ali this legisla-
ticn as carefully ws we know now and sciubinize every line of 1t%.
Then we've got to make a crystel-clear cut csse, because I discover
Lhat as members fully understand what thne iwmplications are irn so
wary oF these proposals you can be pretty surc thet the vote will
be one intelligently vase and spring entirely from convictior.
Thern, too, we Xnow full well that members that come Zrom the
douthern areas are inclined to think as we do in our conservative
{rame and thiu gels us around te this coaliticon osasiness that you
hear =0 much about.

Yes, I was going to bring tiot up. VWhat are your views on this
matter. Thnere's been a lot of talk about coalitbion, Tv, and T for
cne , don't like tlre word, but I'd like to getyour thoughts on that
natter.

Well, T can give it to you in short compass. pFirst, some very
unforiunate statements nave heen made with yespect Lo coalitions and
I want to say ©o your peonle that in 27 years of experience, and my
thivd year as e Bepuolican leader in the Senate, I have never
sceen a formal coalilion belween Republicans and Scuthern Democrats.
The newspeper men use it =o pgenerously znd =0 carelessly. Now
the fact of the ratter is that men like Harry Byrd and Wiliis
Rctertson of Virginia think prety nearly as T do, out that dcesn't
mcan Lhat there is & cozulition. T have never formally sat down
with any group from the South in the LC years that 1've completed
in the Scndale of the Unitcd States. It 1sn't necessary. They are
vl the conservative cosze, and o am I, &nd as o result we think
protty much alike on these. and, you don't have to have any coali-
Lion. 3¢ a forma grouping or coalition effeet is an sbsolate
mylil, becauss, as you well knew, there is nc such thing nox 2

neecessdry .
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Well, T cuuldn'l agree more, Ly, and 1'm glad that you hrought
this out bLeceauce the newspapers, as you uaid, have been full of
tnis term “"coalition” bewween the Republicens and the conservative
Democrats and 1t is very, very obvious Lo mce that no such ccalltion
cxists.  Acluwally, the members of the Hlouse of Representatives just
as yolt said in the Senate, vobte thelr conviciions and it may be
coincidenrce that some of them are Democrats ond come of them arc
Republicans vine have the same points ¢f view., This in no way pre-
gupposts they Fomm e coalition, to my mind.

Einotly =0. A conlition cs T undurstend it, is a formal group-
ing or joining of groups Tor the purpeie of achizving a commen
objective.

Well, it Lthere hod been a coalition some of these Southern
Democrals might have voled for Chorlie Halleclk as Speaker of the
House and, of course, nune of Lhem did uoer ngne of them were cev-
pected to do sgo eiller. '

v, 1'd like to pobl back on the track here for just a minute
on some of these major issues that we were laliting about that would
come before thie scssion ol Congress. T recall, and I'm sure you
do, in the so-celled "bob-tailed" session sic had last August that
many of these issues were brought before us albl that Lime., T recall,
I think 1L wes TFleicher Knebel reported alter the session was over,
there were "uo nits, one run, four men left on base, and one wan
left at bat" or something to that arfect., And, that was about
the size of thalt "Lob-tailed" session. Now these things came be-
Tore us, belore the Conpgress and were defeated, Now, do you feel
Lhat Lecause Mr. Kennedy is aow the President. of the Unitad States
thits this legislation will ;0 Lhirouph?
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DIRKSEN: T fancy in one form or ancthey il vill g
why T mentioned this matier of substitute legi
smendments that will clesrly present the Bepublican cause., 1 do not
go Lor blind cpposition. T think our duly is Lo keep thy ustionel
interest Toremost. T zw confident as a poliviecal instrumentality
that we do, and ithat from tbat stance it is necescary Lo modify.

I7 we cannot bring these things to pass and make il reasonahiy
acceptable, then, of coursze, I would feel a bound and public duty
to oppose Jeg*ﬁ]nLion that had not been properly modified. lHow,
tirey have the vote es-65 te 35 in the Senate. When you're captain
of 3% uen and you've pot 69 new frontiersmen in lhe Senste,
obviously 1t gives you some cause 1or concern., Pul we'll do the
best we can and 17 we fall Ly the wayside as a result of superior
rurbers that's justae of Lhose things. 8o, bills will cften o
through the Senate that I won't like and they'll go Lo the House.

1 faney because of the nwnerical majority of the new frontiexrsmen
in yvour body--nol 211, of course--that bills will cowme o the
Senate Lhoet we won't like and the result is thal when we go to
conference there is going to be a right as there was in other days,
lilke the Tandrmun-Griffin Bill, when we fought for 11 days in con-
fersnce and prety well made the House position stick, as you

know. 8o these things vill move through. Now eand then, cf course,
il muy be thal Lhey are so extrene in nature that we can always
get eénough votes to step 1t in tle Sénate. And T can assure you
nov Lhere will be wany o nosce-count in Lue Senate as Linls session
urifolds and ve approach these vayicusz legislative measures.

o through. That is
islation and construtive
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WESTLAND: well, I'm glad to loar you say, Senalor, that the Republican
position in Lthis Conpress will not be one off just plain opposition
or Ohstruciionicm, becsuse it secms to me thal the function of the
epuwblican is certainly not that. We wust be constructive. Ve
must offer solutions ol our own ind programs of our own which we can
favor and which ve woule bops the majority of the people of the
nation wouwld fovor.

DIRKSEH: Jacl, let wme illustrace thon point. One of the {irst wmajor
bills introduced in Lhe Senate wis the cne to bring relief to so-
called distressed areas. 1Ib was ifutroduced as z result of a task
force recommendation by my colleague from I1lineis, Lul the minute
he relinguished the {loor T got the Senalte Tloor and introduccd
t111 on the same suvbject which, generally speaking, represonts a
1ot ot Lhinkiu7 and a lob of careful serutinity on the part of

people whe are experts in the ficld, How late last week a LIl
WS iutroduccd ot apduimum wage.  So I odintroduced & LBILE on

minimwn wage which is something of a refinement of what wo Lried
Lo do from the Republican side in the last Congress. Now I'11 do
that in c¢very cese. That simply means that we'lve got o program.
Welve pot an affirmative program and we mean to advance it ags beast
we can,

WESTLAND: Well, I Lhink Lhal is edecloy Lhe cose, Evercbt. T can't for-
get that Letter than 34 million people voted for jir. Mixon for the
President of Lhe Uniled Stabtes, as oppoced Lo soms 340 million for
Mr. Kemedy as President, and, of rcoursc, he won. ‘e 2ll ackuowledne
that. HNevertheless, I feel that it is your obligation and mine, Lo
the best of our avility, to represent those 34 million who would
have prelerred 2 Republican Administration. It was a positive pro-
gram, as you said. [t was sometning constriketive and an atlfiymative
prograr and thatl's what T i gning to Lry Lo do on our side of tlic
House,

DIRKSEM: Which is aunollier way of saying thot if our friends on the other
side or the aisle <¢laim they bave o nandate Lhen we have a mandate,
tlzo--Lto make sure thab within 112,000, of ans half of the
cleclorate vho Lothered to go to the polls and vote, we mean to
give Lnem some representation and thal 1s our wandsbe,

WESTLAND: I agree thoroughly, Senator. T koow thatl your voice will be
heard in the Senate of the United States nlong with your 3b
colleapues of the Republican FParty enc we would hope some of the
Demoerats of o pood persuasion.  We would expecth i the House of
Representaiives 10 be heard in expounding our views on the lapisla-
Live program and vould be joined by some disceraing Demoerais. In
that, wiy, I would hope that we would have a goocd legislative program.
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WERTTAND:

Jech, that's poliuvie
thot aveording 1o yours 11
things, as Lincoln once s
ment, that the pecple nee
so many forget, “und that
Lhemselves.”  So 1l works

Thank you, Genator,

& &t its best, Lgcause that simply means
and your conviction you try ©o do the
aid of the legitimate object of govern-
d. That's Llhe phrase, incidentally, that
wecple cannet do so well or at all for
out very well.
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