
PLEASE CREDIT ANY QUOTES OR EXCERPTS FROM THIS ABC RADIO A W  
TELJ3VPS ION PROGpBAPtl TO "ISSUES AND AEISlVERS . " 

ABC ' S 

I S S U E S  A N D  A N S W E R S  

- - - 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 29, 1961 

GUEST: Senator Everett McKinley Dirksen 
Republican from I l l i n o i s  
Senate Mlnoritp Leader 

PANEL: Pete r  Clapper, ABC Capi to l  H i l l  Reporter 
Robert Lodge, ABC Washington Correspondent 

- - -  
TXE ANNOUNCER: F'ron Washington, D. C., t h e  

American Broadcasting Company br ings  you ISSUES AND ANSlVRRS, 

Senator Evere t t  9n. Dirksen, what a r e  t h e  issues? 

SEXATOR XIXBKSEIB: Well, I could answer with a s t a t e -  

ment or a question. Are t h e  i s s u e s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  

from what they were a quar te r  of a century ago and i n  t h a t  

in ter im period? Or 5 could snake t h a t  a s  a b lank statement ,  

h r e c a l l  i n  t h a t  firat Congrese i n  which P served 

t h a t  here  were war clouds on t he  horizon,  he r e  a r e  

quest ions of housing, r e l i e f ,  recovery, ~ e f o r m ,  s e c u r i t y ,  

t ba  budget, t h e  legftimte needs5 t h e  preservat ion  of 
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freedom a s  t h e  essence of o w  en t e rp r i s e  system and when 

you eva lua te  it today, they a r e  not subs t an t i a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  

and it ind i ca t e s  t h a t  h i s t o ry  ac tua l l y  runs i n  p a r a l l e l s .  

THE AHMOUNCER: You have heard t he  i s sues ,  and nuw 

f o r  %he answers. 

Here t o  explore t h e  i s sues  a r e  aobert  Lodge, ABC 

Washington Commentator, and Pe te r  Clapper, ADC Capitol  

H i l l  news correspondent. 

To give  us  t h e  answers ia Sgnator Evere t t  3?cKinPey 

Dirksen, Republican of I l l i n o i s ,  . -  t h e  Senate BIinority Leader. 

Now w i t h  t h e  first guestion f o r  Senator Dirksen, 

M r .  Clapper. 

%It. CLAPPER: Well, Senator Eiirlssen, President  Kennedy 

has s a i d  that t h e  r e l ea se  of those two RB-47 airmen 

ind i ca t e s  t h a t  the  Soviet Union is removing a s e r i o u s  

obs tac le  t o  t h e  improvement sf Soviet-American r e l a t i o n s ,  

Do you th ink  t h i s  indica te8  a s u m i t  meeting so087 

SENATOR DIRWEN: I do not know, a s  a matter of f a c t ,  

hut  I do have a comment t o  maibe on your question. There 

a r e  unresolved ques t ions  besides t h e  two fliers. Delighted 

a s  we are t h a t  they have bean re leased ,  what about t h e  

o the r  11 and @&at about W. Powers? 

Aad then S should add, what about Aaassador  Blienshikov's 

statement here  only within the l a s t  few days, a s  t o  what 

se were going t o  do f o r  %he 3cvieS Union now t h a t  they 



3 

re leased  these two fliers. An amazing statement,  t o  say 

t h e  l e a s t .  

MR. CLAPPER: Well, Senator,  both Secretary of S t a t e  

Dean X w k  and U. M. Ambassador Adlai Stevenson have 

ind iea tad  t h a t  an e a r l y  Kennedy-Khrushchev meeting is 

not out of t h e  question. Do you have any comment on t h i s ?  

Do you th ink  one is out of the  quest ion o r  is not? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, I have no ivay of knowing. -- 
I presume an e f f o r t  w i l l  be rnade t o  br ing  about another 

summit conference of some kind: 

MR. CLAPPER: Would you favor such a meeting, sir? 

SEMATOR DIRKSEN: Well, you never can leave t h e  l i n e s  

of nego t ia t ion  closed because a f t e r  a l l  these problema are 

not going t o  be resolved i n  a vacuum. They a r e  d i c t a t ed  

by persona lit ies and only a s  pe r sona l i t i e s  come together  

i n  a f a i r l y  decent atmosphere can they be ta lked out i n  

t he  hope t h a t  you can con t r ive  a r a t h e r  durable r e s u l t .  

MR. LODGE: Senator,  do you th ink  any concessions 

have been made t o  t h e  Soviet Union i n  r e t u r n  f o r  the 

r e l e a s e  of t h o  f l i e r s ?  

SENATOR DTRRSEN: That 1 do not bow, but E hope 

a o t  because it was an i l k i s g a l  a c t  t o  begin with and P 

don ' t  be l i eve  we should mka concessions or t o  appease 

t h e  Soviet  Union because if WE do, under these circunstances,  

next tim around they w i l l  ask f o r  even more. 
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XR. CLAPPER: Does t h e  r e tu rn  of these  airmen, Senator  

Dirksen, i nd i ca t e  t h a t  Khrushchev might be t r y i n g  t o  make 

t h e  Republicans look bad because it didn ' t  happen when 

Pres ident  Eisenhower was President? 

SEABATOR DIRKSEA: Oh, it could w e l l  be, but  I t h ink  

there is a more b a s i c  reason than t h a t .  Mr. Khruahchev 

a s  you know advances and r e t r e a t s .  There is a s t r a t egy ,  

there is a technique about i t ,  and everything they dci has 

an impl ica t ion  and a l l  you have tz do is t o  wait  f o r  t h e  

next move. And I do not be l i eve  t h a t  ha w i l l  concern 

himself p a r t i c u l a r l y  wi th  merely t r y i n g  t o  embarrass t he  

Republicans. 

MR. CLAPPER: You s a i d  t h a t  he advances and r e t r e a t s  

and a l l  w e  have to  do  is wait .  

Now is t h i s  an i nd i ca t i on  of t h e  type of pol icy you 

would propose, sir, or would you propose something more -- 
SENATQR DIRKSEN: Well, w e  can i n v i t e  him, but I do 

not be l i eve  it is o w  business  t o  i n v i t e  him a f t e r  t h e  

f r a c t u r e  of t h e  l a s t  summit. The move is his and i f  i n  

good grace he wants to  s i t  down and discuse  these  ba s i c  

ques t ions  obviously w e  a r e  ready and should keep ourselves 

ready. 

&lR. LOWE: You don't th ink  then t h i s  timing 

of t h e  Sovie t  moves -- t h e  good grace a f t e r  t he  Kennedy 

inaugurai  w i l l  i n h i b i t  a biyz.rtfsa;'a fo re ign  pol icy then 



i n  Congress? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, who is t o  say  how much spade work 

have w e  done by Ambassador Thompson before t h e  r e s u l t  

was achieved. We w i l l  have t o  wait  and see what 

Khrlishchev has i n  mind, but  when it cones t o  b ipa r t i san  

fo re ign  pol icy i n  s o  f a r  a s  t h a t  is possYwle obviously w e  would 

l i k e  t o  go along, but  w e  have some f i rm notions about it, 

namely t h a t  w e  do not want t o  g e t  6ur country i n  a - 
pos i t i on  of agpeasment which f o r  a l l  t h e  world w i l l  look 

l i k e  weakness and t h a t  ve a r e  deal ing  from weakness r a t h e r  

than from s t reng th .  

XRV CCLBPPEB: Senator ,  t h e  Administration has 

not allowed in terviews with those  two American airmen 

who have been re turned or wi th  t h e i r  wives f o r  t h a t  

matter.  

The Chairman of t h e  Republican Pol icy  Committee, 

Senator Briclges, has  s a i d  that t h i s  looks l ike an 

Administration gag pol icy .  

Now can you comment on t h a t ?  

SENATOR DIIRKSEN: Y e s .  Because when Admiral Burke 

made h i s  speech t o  a d inner  neetang here I understand it 

had t o  be c lea red  by t h e  S t a t e  Department and o the r s  because 

t h e  thought wae o r  t h e s e  were some t rucu len t  sentiments 

t h a t  it might off end the  Soviet Uaicn. 

30w Z see our diplomacy i s  going t o  follow the  normal 



6 

secret channels. The word is not  mine. It was i n  every 

headline t h a t  I saw. So t h e  ques t ion  is, notwithstanding 

the f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was s o  much emphasis on t h i s  ques t ion  

of secrecy i n  government, a r e  we now going t o  have more 

r a t h e r  than less secrecy.  H t  is going t o  be a very 

i n t e r e s t i n g  question. 

MR. LODGE: iVell, where do you draw t h e  19iae between 

p rc t ec t i ng  t h e  bes t  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  United S t a t e s ,  a s  

t h e  White Home put iZ, and goveinment secrecy? 

SENATOR DIXKSEN: Well, f rank ly  - I h a ~ e  never quarreled 

with t h e  Pres ident  on many of t he se  t h ings ,  where na t iona l  

s e c u r i t y  is involved. Pres ident  Eisenhower had t h a t  

problem anti I suppose Pres ident  Kennedy w i l l  have t h a t  

problem a l so .  And 1 doubt whether you can j u s t  l a y  down 

a Bard and f a s t  r u l e ,  because t h e r e  a r e  t h e s  when it is 

i n  t h e  bes t  interests of t h e  country not t o  d i s c lo se  

everything. And t h a t  is a anatter t h a t  you havs t o  

determine a s  you go along. 

NR. CLAPmR: What about the p o s s i b i l i t y  of censuring,  

t he  so-called censuring of Admiral 3u rke ' s  speech as being 

a poss ib le  appeasement toward .Sussia? 

SENA'LITOZ DIRKSEN: e .  I have not examined the speech. 

I haven't haard it. I haven f t  read it. So I can ' t  say 

whether the language i n  ques t ion  might have been offens ive .  

h haven't  seeera it. There have been modificat ions i n  t h e  



speech, of course,  and knowing Admiral Burke, knowing 

t h e  s t ra ight forward  and s t e a d f a s t  kind of a l eader  he r e a l l y  

is, I th ink  it would be i n  t h e  na t iona l  i n t e r e s t  i f  

he were permitted t o  sag  some r a t h e r  f i rm  th ings  because 

he speaks from a vantage point  of a l i f e t i m e  of m i l i t a r y  

endeavor and leadership  t h a t  is qu i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from 

t h e  pos i t ion  from which a p o l i t i c i a n  o r  one i n  t h e  Congress 

might speak. - 
MR. CLAPPER: On t h i s  matter  of executive p r i v i l e g e ,  

when you and Representative Ifiilleck used t o  v i s i t  former 

President  iiiseniaower a t  t h e  %Ate House, you would cone ou t  

and these  would be t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  as .and you would 
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make some usual ly  informative and often loquacious statemnta 

before them, but  it appears t h a t  perhaps t h e  Kennedy 

Administration w i l l  not follow t h i s  policy. 

Do you f e e l  t h i s  is good o r  bad? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I do not know. I mast speak for 

myself, but i n  t he  p ress  conferences 

and on TV and i n  t h e  White House 1 used t o  say  i n  

advance "Look, i f  you ask me of something t h a t  r e a l l y  

occurred, I am goiag t o  g ive  you an answer and you may 

hang my hide t o  dry," And 1 did  t h a t  i n  a p ress  

conf eronces up on the  H i l l ,  but I fe l t  it deserved 

a candid aad :! proper ansiver and I t ny  t o  be candid,  and 

i f  for any season 3 had to p111 a pmch,  I l e f t  it up 
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t o  the  press  and the  TV and sa id  "Look, you w i l l  ge t  me 

i n  t rouble ,  but I w i l l  answer you anyway i f  t h a t  is the  

way you want it ." 
NR. CUPWR: But you f e l t  your arrangement a t  t h a t  

time was e n t i r e l y  sa t i s fac tory?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: %a, and never did  the President 

i nh ib i t  Mr. PIalleck and myself. Never did  he put any 

answers i n  our mouths. Never did  he say "You can ' t  t a l k  

about t h i s , "  o r  "You can 4alk ab&t tha t  ." 
We were absolutely f r e e  and uninhibited agents and we . - 

could discuss  anything tha t  happened i n  the  m i t e  House 

conference. 

NR. LODGE: From what has happened then sinca 

the  inauguration, from what the  new Administration has 

done, do you think you have pounds fo r  charging them 

with excessive secrecy? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I am content t o  l e t  t h e  record 

speak f o r  itself and a s  it unfolds, t h e r e  w i l l  be a 

b e t t e r  opportunity t o  evaluate it because cer ta in ly  I 

would not want t o  be unfaiz with the  President of the  

United S t a t e s  because he is i n  possession of information 

no daub% pa r t i cu la r ly  i n  the  in ternat ional  f i e l d  t h a t  I 

do not a h a y s  have. 

NR. LmGE: 0 ~ e  more question on the  Admiral Burke 

speech t h a t  was anppresaed. DO you think the  Naval Chief 
* 



of S t a f f  should speak ou t  on fore ign policy matters, 

should be ab l e  t o  criticize the  Soviet Union? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: L e t ' s  g e t . t h e  record cor rec t .  The 

speech was not eupprae&nd. He made t h e  speech, but I 

understand it was exauanod by t h e  S t a t e  Depr~ltnae~it 

and it ccoufd be o thera ,  and some modb%ications were made. 

But he is a very ca r e fu l  person wi th  words, I have 

known Admiral Burk in t imate ly  f o r  years ,  and t he r e  have -- 
been t h i n g s  t h a t  probably could have been imparted t o  

our people t h a t  they ought to-know. 

MR. CLAPPER: Senator Dirksen, we were mentioning 

t h a t  t h e  Democratic l eadem emerged from t h e  White House 

t h e  o the r  day and d idn ' t  have anything t o  say. Now 

one of t hose  who d id  not was t he  new Vice Pres ident ,  Bbr. 

Johnson. H e ,  of course,  had a gread dea l  t o  say  when 

he was the Majority Loader. 

D o  you suspect  t h a t  he w i l l  have a less i n f l u e n t i a l  

role now i n  t h i s  higher  pos i t ion?  

SEMATQE DPRKSEM: That I[ do not how. Now t h i s  was 

t h e  very f i r s t  leadership  meeting and you &nay r e c a l l  

on t h e  Senate floor 9 s a i d  "Doe8 it lam look as if you 

' c l e a r  with ?ierse,'"meaning P i e r r e  Sal inger .  That H 

do not  ~ Q W  but  it d i d  seea s t range  t h a t  one s o  lovable 

and so loqdacfous a s  Ziubert Emphrey couldn't  th ink 

of anything $0 say -- oon;e-Lhing a r c h i t e c t u r a l  about not 
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being ab le  t o  get t h e  floor plan  of t h e  White House, 

It is so un l ike  them. 

W3. LODGE: Well, t h e  Senate Democrats have i nv i t ed  

Vice Pres ident  Johnson t o  p res ide  over t he i r  caucuses, 

Why d i d n ' t  t h e  Republicans do t h i s  v i t h  V i c e  President  

Nixon? 

SENATOR DIBKSEN: I don' t  know t h a t  t he r e  was any 

pslr t icular  reason f o r  it. We f e l t  t h a t  was a l e g i s l a t i v e  

meeting t h a t  w e  had and whi le  he-Lsa part <, p t 

of t h e  na t i ona l  l a g i s l a t u r e  i n  t h e  sense t h a t  he does - 
preside and he does break a t i e  and ha is a p a r t  of the 

Admln i s t~a t i on ,  we fe l t  beyond t h a t  however it was r e a l l y  

our show and w e  should conduct i t ,  and we did.  

NR. LODGE: Then you don't approve of t h e  Vice 

Wes iden t  in tervening i n  matters  of the  l e g i s l a t i v e  branch? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: There I must be very forebearing 

and never t r y  t o  t e l l  them how t o  run t h e i r  show. That 

is their  bus iness ,  and we have t o  run ours. 

a. CUPPER: Turning now to t h e  question of Republican 

l eader sh ip ,  Sena to r  Dkrksen, 

%publican Congressional l eaders  a r e  quoted a s  saying t h a t  

t h e  farmer Vice Pres ident  Nixon now out  of o f f i c e  w i l l  

l o s e  h i s  in f lueace  i n  t h e  Party; 

Do you t h i n k  he  is a l l  washed up? 

SEgATOR DIRKSEN: Well, 3 do not t h ink  so. YOU do 



not wash up a man who came s o  c l o s e  t o  v i c to ry  and who 

has been i n  pub l ic  s e r v i c e  f o r  more than 14 years ,  

served i n  t h e  House, served i n  the Senate,  and served 

f o r  e igh t  yea rs  a s  V i c e  Pres ident .  So he w i l l  be 

going around t h e  country,  h i s  inf lueace  w i l l  be  f e l t  i n  

t h e  par ty  and h i s  inf luence  w i l l  be f e l t  here.  And 

a s  a  matter  02 f a c t  when he has  sonusthing cons t ruc t ive  and 

v i t a l  and worthwhile t o  c o n t r f b u t e . i t  should be contr ibuted .  
T- 

MR. CLAPPER: Do you plan t o  ask him ko appear 

before  your pa r ty  caucuses here? 

SENATOR DIRKSEW: W e  home from t i m e  t o  time t o  have 

former members of t he  Administsation, t h e  Cabinet and even 

the Pres ident  t o  come before  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  leadeza.' meetings, 

which w e  have a l ready -- 
MR. LOBGE: You mean Pres ident  Eisenhower. 

SENATOX DPRRSBN: Y e s ,  which w e  have already formalized. 



MR. CIAPPER: And formeFYice P*esident Nixon? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: indeed -I so .  And anybody e l s e ,  

Anybody who can help con t r ibu te  t o  help  convey the  Republican 

image t o  the  country and t o  making known t o  people the  tra- 

d i t i o n a l  pa r ty  and the  pol icy  of t h e  par ty  w i i l  be welcome 

and I am sure  they w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  i n v i t a t i o n  when t h e  

time comes. 

MR. LODGE: Well Senator,  t o  compare Mr. Nixon's r o l e  

with t h a t  of A d l a i  Stevenson a f t y r  h i s  de fea t s  by President  

Eisenhower, t he re  he was s t c c k  out  i n  I l l i n o i a s  a s  a p r i v a t e  . - 
c i t i z e n  as M r .  Nixon %ill 1;d out in Cal i fo rn ia  and he d i d n ' t  

have too  much influence o the r  than being t i t u l a r  l e a d e r  

over the  congressional Gemocrats, M r .  Johnson and M r .  Rayburn. 

Now how can M r ,  Nixon have any more of a n  i n f l u e n t i a l  

r o l e  i n  t h e  Republican Party during the  next f o u r  years?  

SENATOR DIRXSEN: Well, Mr. Nixon i s  a Republican. He 

i s  our MF. Nixon. 

hD3. LODGE: Is he Mr. Goldwaterrs M r .  Nixon, though? 

SENATOR DIRKSEX: He is our Xr. Nixon. He was our 

candidate. He was the  Par ty ' s  candidate and I do not  duck 

t h e  question of whether he was t h e  t i t u l a r  l eader  of the  

party, because he is .  There i s  nothing e l s e  t o  be sa id  

about it. And I recognize t h a t  f a c t .  So If he can contr ibute  

something -- and he can -- obviously we w i l l  want t o  i n v i t e  

him back, sccoxiing t o  hrs convenience. 
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MR. CIAPPER: It has been reported that the  power S.n 

Republican c i r c l e s  i s  going t o  g rav i t a t e  t o  you and Represen- 

t a t i v e  Halleck. Can you comment on t h i s  -- ra ther  than M r .  

Nixon. 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Def ini te ly  so. Our problem l a  a 

l e g i s l a t i v e  one. We do not run t h e  executive branch of the 

government b u t  we do have a very v i t a l  and aggressive 

i n  both branches of the  government land they must make them- - 
selves f e l t .  Whereas a t  the national  l eve l  t h a t  i s  where 

you have t o  b u i l d  and rees tabl ish  yourself .  It is  a l eg i s l a -  

t i v e  problem t o  begin w i t h .  

blR. CLAPPIEB: Tinere has been some c r i t i c i sm by 

Congressional leaders,  Senator Dirksen, t h a t  Vice President  

Nixen, former Vice President Nixon, wasn't tough enough 

i n  h i s  campaign, t h a t  he lost the  campaign himself. Can 

you cornment on tha t?  

SENATOW DIRXSEN: It is l i k e  a l l  t he  post mortems Sn every 

campaign. PIov did  we lose? Then comes out every idea, 

every aspect  of t h e  campaim send you l i v e  it = 

over and over again. But who is to sag wbo is r i g h t  and 

who is prong, because it is a f t e r  a13 a body of opinion. 

You t s y  t o  analyze it sseientificaPPy, I do not know t h a t  

t h a t  comes up with the question or t h e  answer. 

lVaa it dde to the fact that they had t h e  TV debatesr? 

Did Y e s  Xlxens scorz or did 3irt-, Xenneciy score  i n  t h e  debates? 
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Did he s t r ike  hard enough a t  c e r t a i n  times? Did he f a i l  

t o  emphasize c e r t a i n  i s sues  a s  I would emphasize them? 

You can t ake  your choice and you can get a s  manyopinions 

as there are  peopfe w i t h  af f i rmat ive  ideas  i n  t h e  

whole p o l i t i c a l  medium. 

B l R .  LODGE: Well, we would l i k e  t o  get your opinion 

Loday, Senator.  Do you f e e l  he was tough enough i n  

h i s  campaign? 

SENBTBX DIRKSEN: Wl1 ,  thew a r e  a r ea s  i n  which I 

would have been i n f i n i t e l y  tougher and would have m d e  
.- 

it a personal  campaign i n  tho sen& t h a t  there -Z3  a a:! 

colnbative i n s t i n c t  i n  a91 peaple and it manifests itself 

in a p o l i t i c a l  c a q a i g n .  And s o  you've got t o  have 

a l i t t le  go re  i n  a c a q a i g n  t o  nake it exc i t i ng  and 

i n t e r e s t i n g ,  but  it is a w e  than t h a t ,  It is a g o d  

way t o  ge t  your s t o r y  over. And di have tried it ou t  

and I am r a t h e r  happy t o  r epo r t ,  and I have never had 

t h i s  opportuni ty before,  t h a t  i n  t ho  s t a t e s  shere I 

campaigned, a l l  of t h e  members of t h e  Senate came back, 

and I stick a l i t t l e  fea ther  i n  ay ha t  for t h a t  one. 

LQDGZ: And you conducted a tough campaign? 

SENATOR DHRIYSEN: 1 l a i d  it on t h e  l i n e  a s  emphatically 

a s  a feeble  vocabulary could do so. 

LIR. LOEGE: What are Tdra i i i s o n ' ~  chances f o r  1964, i f  

ha iloosn't give ind ica t ions  %ha"be wi3.i conduct a tougher 



campaign? 

SENATOR DXRICSEN: Well, t h a t  is always sgeoulative. 

Who a h a l l  say? There is an accelerat ion t o  the  age, 

t h e r e  is a tempo, t h e r e  is a swif t  change i n  issues or  

aspects  of i s sues ,  and who s h a l l  say what t he  p i c t w s  

w i l l  be by 1964. -- . 

The f i r s t  problem fo r  t he  party is 1962, because 

e l l  t h e  House members will be on the ba l lo t  and one-third - 
of the Senate. 

LODGE: Aren't you reaay t o  predic t  t h a t  Mr. Nixon 

will be the  candidate fo r  t he  Republicans in 19641 

SEWTOE DIBKSEN: Oh, P am no hand a t  predict ing t h a t  

f a r  down the road, 

Wn. CLAPPER: How about a l i t t l e  leas far? How abouc 

the Governorship 03 Cali2mnia i n  '627 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I do not know. That is a matter 

wholly within the  decision of k. Nixon, and he, frankly, 

has not indicated t o  me, and no one e l s e  i n  s o  f a r  a s  I 

know, ~ h a L  his precise  glans a r e  with respect  t o  '62, so 

1 would be guessing. 

BR. LODGE: 13 BOW o ~ i n i o n  do you th ink  he would 

be able  to play a s tmnger  r o l e  in the Republican Party 

without holding some s ~ r t  of off ice?  

SENATOR DPR:BEN: Well, he intends, according t o  repor t s ,  

t a  be campaigu9n$ in all sectionas of the  country, That 
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means he w i l l  continue t o  r ees t ab l i sh  h i s  contacts  with the  

party,  with t h e  leadership,  i n  a l l  sec t ions  of t he  nation. 

NR. LODGE: It seems t h a t  t h e  National Chairman ia  

playing a veay prominent r o l e  -- Sanator Morton got a 

l o t  of a t t en t ion  with h i s  pep t a l k  t o  the  %publicans i n  

Chicago the  other day. Do you th ink  when Mr. Morton 

s t e p s  dma from t h e  National Chairman sh ip  t o  run fo r  

ree lec t ion  30 the  Senate t b s t  %%kc. Nixon would be a good 

successor? 

SENATOR DIRXSEN: H do not know whether he would be .- 

in te res ted  i n  becoming National. ChaPsman, but a s  f o r  

W. Bilorton, he is a vigorous, i n t e l l i g e n t ,  understandable 

person and it is h i s  duty t o  be dynamic and t o  go to  the  

various oaeetings and keep steam i n  the  party bo i l e r  

and t h a t  is what he has been doing and has been doing a 

good job. 

MR. LODGE: 7louPd you want t o  see  W. Nixon the  

Haat iona9 Chairman yourself? 

SE,%TBR DIBIZSEN: I have no b i a s  i n  the  wtter, a s  

the witness sa id ,  I am not pre3udlced one way or the  

other  and those a r e  matters sot f o r  me t o  determine 

but S"QP t h e  eattional Committeemn and Cormnitteewomen who 

deal  with the problem of  t he  Zational Chairmenship. 

. L O :  Well, just who w i l l  unify the  Republican 

Party and hold it -2ogether during t h e  next 90w years 
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t o  provide responsible opposition and therefore  have a 

b e t t e r  chance i n  19647 

SENATOR DIRICSEN: In considerable measure t h a t  w i l l  

be our job on Capitol B i l l .  P t hmght  and I say t h i s  

with the  utmost of modeety, t h a t  w e  d id  a c red i tab le  job 

in  t h e  With Congress. There was a cohesion, these was 

a uni ty ,  there  was a force.  

BIR. L-E: But you had a leader  i n  t h e  White House. - 
SENATOR DIRKSEN: Oh, we dial it r i g h t  up the re  i n  

the  Congress because w e  had no kore  nembers in  the  Senate 

than we have now. We had 35 them, we have 35 now. And 

while there  was something cohesive about those White House 

leadership meetings, those now w e  w i l l  carry  on on our own, 

But they w i l l  not impair o w  f igh t ing  i n s t i n c t s  and they 

w i l l  not impair our aggressive efforts t o  ge t  over the  

Republican image, the  Bepmbl4can program, and what we 

propose t o  do. 

mIR, LODGE: Well, w i l l  the Congressional leaders  be 

able t o  keep the  Goldwaters on t h e  one hand and the  

Rackefel9exs on t h e  other hand t o  keep 2rom t ea r ing  the par ty  

apart? 

SENATOR DIB;(SEN: 1 must give you almost a s t a t i c  

answer, I have said t i n e  and tine again, the Republican 

umbs-;?la is a b ig  umbrella. It adni ta  of a l l  shades of 

epialon, and don% forget, $?re pasty was born out of f i v e  
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or s i x  d i f f e r e n t  pa r t i e s .  Back i n  1956 and 1880. They 

d i d n ' t  submerge t h e i r  l i t t l e  d i f fe rences ,  but  they d i d  

u n i t e  on t h e  b ig  issue.  Lincoln s a i d  "1 hope t h e  minor 

i s s u e s  w i l l  not separa te  us," and they d idn ' t  and 

t h a t  is why w e  e lec ted  a Fres ident  i n  1860, Abraham Lincoln. 

dad we t r y  t o  do the  same th ing.  That is l a rge ly  t h e  

Bepublican e rad i t ion .  

MR. CLAPPEE: Senator Dirksen, you have mentioned 

the 86th Congress. Now how abouT t h e  8?th,  do you t h i n k  

these  is going t o  be a 100-clay,-honeymoon with the Kennedy 

Adminiserat ion? What is coming. 

SENATOR DXRXSEM: Well, w e  will have to  hurry because 

p r e t t y  soon s m n t h  w i l l  have gone by which has  been 

devoted mailnlg t o  organizat ion work and I say  with a l l  

cha r i t y ,  because I how, it t akes  t i m e  t o  set up your 

cornmiltees, your Senate o f f i c e r s ,  your subcommittees, 

ge t  them money f o r  t he  subcormnittees t o  work 

and do a l l  the necessary chores,  plus, of course,  the 

i nev i t ab l e  f i g h t  you have on r u l e s ,  both i n  t h e  House 

and i n  the Senate. 

MR. CUPPEB: Excuse me, ai r .  L e t ' s  fo rge t  about 

t he  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a hundred days. L e t ' s  t a l k  about t h e  

honeymoon. 

SEITAT(hR DIRKSEN: 911 r i g h t ,  1 don' t  know whether 

you ere th inking about 100 days vhich was the case in  



1933 -- my f i r s t  sess ion ,  inc iden ta l ly .  I was t h e r e  f o r  

t h e  100 days. But whether t h e r e  w i l l  be a 100 days or 

a honeymoon, I do not  how. I do know t h i s ,  t h a t  when 

these  b i l l s  a r e  introduced -- Administration b i l l s  -- they 

w i l l  go to  committee and w e  s h a l l  have o m  say. That is 

with in  our province and our j u r l sd i c t l on .  We a r e  e n t i t l e d  

t o  it and we a r e  going t o  mke t h e  best of i t ,  even 

though they have had hearings on mst of these  b i l l s  - 
before,  

I t h ink  that we owe it t v  the  country t o  analyze 

them ca re fu l l y ,  t h e i r  i w a c t  upon the economy, and then 

when tbsaay come t o  t h e  Senate f l o o r  or t h e  House floor, 

t o  make the  kind of a f igh t  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  repor ted  

c a l l s  SOP. 

a. LODGE: Senator ,  you indica ted  t h a t  you a r e  

going t o  present  a s u b s t i t u t e  measure for a l l  t h e  t o p  

f i v e  p r i o r i t y  i tems on t h e  Kennedy calendar  except poss ib ly  

f o r  Medicare. 

Uow do you expect these s u b s t i t u t e  measures t o  get 

tfirough t h e  Congress, t he  Democratic Congress with a 

Democrat i n  t h e  i'ihite Bouse, besides? 

SENBTOR DIRKSEN: Well, 3 never let my expectat ions be 

set ss high t h a t  t he  r e s u l t  w i l l .  be some f r u s t r a t i o n  

and a n b e ~ r a s m e n t .  But these  measares t h a t  I have 



Administration had a t  t h a t  f i e ld .  So i n  the  case of 

d i s t ressed  areas,  the  subs t i t u t e  b i l l  I have introduced 

is t h e  l a s t  one which came along with the  President 's  

message and it is presently before t h e  Banking Committee 

of t h e  Senate and I s h a l l  o f f e r  it a s  a subs t i tu te  on t h e  f loor  

of the Senate, because when w e  passed an area development 

b i l l  before it only got through the  Senate by two votes. 

HFt. LODGE: Well, i f  the  Xis6+nhorver depressed areas  b i l l  

or area redevelopgrmens, b i l l  wasnt% able  t o  get  through the  

Congress when he was i n  the  White House -- a Republican 

i n  the  White House -- how w i l l  it get  through now with Elr. 

Kennedy i n  tbe  White Mouse? 

SENATOB DXRKSBN: Well, who knows how much new infor- 

mation has come t o  the  a t ten t ion  of t he  members? Who 

Ernawe t o  what extent they m y  have been sobered by the  

thinking of t h e  c i t i zenry  back home and who knows how 

nuch importance they w i l l  a t tach t o  budget considerations? 

Because i f  you a re  going t o  express these  programs you do 

it with money, and money and budget becomes a powerful 

considerat ion and w i l l  be one of those overriding f ac to r s  

a l l  through the  prosent session. 

MR. CIYIPPEB: Now some PdP House leaders have sa id  

%at  t h i s  f a c t o r  of money i n  the  Kennedy economic programs 

in t h i s  country is going t o  l i r a %  our defense capabil i ty.  

They a r e  very worried t 3 a t  our defenses m y  su f fe r  because 



09 the Kennedy soc ia l  progralos. Do you have any comment 

on t h i s ,  sir? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I could make you a long comment, 

but i t  would be i n f i n i t e l y  better and more edifying f o r  t h e  

people of the country 8% t h e r e  was a reasoned d l i t a r y  

answer t o  t h a t  and s ince  I rose t o  the exalted rank of 

second l ieuteeant  on the  f ront  in Uorld War H, I do not 

put myself i n  the  c l a s s  with Arlejtgh Burke or t h e  very - 
celebrated t a c t i c i a n s  . pad s t r a t e g i s t s  t h a t  w e  have i n  tha  

Army, &brine Corps, Navy* ancJ 'Air Force, so my answer 

might not Be a l l  too good. 

EdR. WPPER: Now you s a i d  t h a t  t he  Xennedy t a sk  

force  proposals would cwt %he cotantry i n i t i a l l y  I 

belleve about $5.3 b i l l i o n  a year. 

SENATOR DHRXSEN: That was only on a bas i s  of four 

t ask  force reports. 

PAR. CLAPPER: So a t  l e a s t t h a t  amount would be apent? 

SELXATOB DaXSEN: Well, thore a r e  15 other t a s k  

forces  still to  report .  

B Z .  CLRlsPEP,: So with this  i n  mind, where t o  you think 

the money as going to  come from? 

SENATOR DIEKSXN: N e l l ,  f P r s t  1IIr. Nixon's est imate 

of $he campaign was nottoo wide of t h e  mark 

:vhm 4s sa id  s~metbiag aroma 51% o r  $16 ' ~ i l l b ~ n  "if you 

s~'$lnuLa", -skis prepam b L o  sa:ticn." 
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Do not forget  t he re  a re  226 pledges in  the  Admindstra- 

t i o n ' s  program and of course we wouldn't have time on 

this program t o  go i n t o  226 pledges. But I say you express 

it. i n  terms of money. The Peace Corps, t he  Youth Conservation 

Corps, stepups for  the  A i r  Force, f o r  the  Army, fop 

t h e  Navy. Area development. Aid fo r  school construction. 

Hame m e  one and t e l l  m how you express them i n  

ac t ion  without money and the  oloney has got t o  come out 

of t he  common purse. You a s r e i t h e r  going t o  borrow 

it or you a r e  going t o  get it An t h e  form of taxes,  but . - 
you get back t o  the primal source, you hock the people's 

credit o r  you have t o  get  it i n  t h e  farm 0% taxes,  and 

when you s p e l l  it out ,  i f  they a re  goiag t o  do it i n  

t h i s  session,  or i n  t h i s  and oothos soasions, there  will be 

a heavy f i s c a l  impact upon the  taxpayers of the  country. 

BW. LODOE: 86 course President Kennedy hasn i t  

committed himself on any of these t a sk  force repor ts  as 

yet  so w e  r e a l l y  don't l a o w  exactly what he is going t o  

propose. 

SENATOR DIRKSEX: Exactly .so,  and t h a t  4s why my 

answers a re  always on the  guarded side.  

MR. LOIXEE: Ne31 now i n  depressed areas ,  or  area 

\redevelopment, do you think tbere w i l l  be some sort of 

coxpromise betwoen the  $180 million outlay t h a t  your 

biLl c a l l s  20s and the $389 n i l l i o n  tha t  t he  Douglas 



Administration b i l l  c a l l s  for?  

SENATOR DIBKSEN: X w i l l  work a t  it with vigor. Hine 

c a l l s  f o r  $180 million. That includes $100 mill ion of 

f a c i l i t i e s  loans The Administration b i l l  calls f o r  

$389 miil ion,  We may resolve a t  some inbetween figure.  

UR. CLAPPER: Do you oppose asdical sbd f o r  the ag%d 

t h ~ o u g h  Social  Securi ty,  Senator? 

SENATOR DPRMSEN: I have opp6sed it. -- 
ms CLAPPER: why? 

SENATOR DlRICSEN: Well, I-thought t he  program t h a t  

t he  Eisenhower Administration offered was i n f i n i t e l y  better. 

BW. LODGE: E x c ~ s e  ma, Senator. Thank you f o r  your 

in te res t ing  c o m n t s .  Our time is up. Now i f  you would 

i n  the next 60 seconds, would you aununarize your answers 

t o  these  issues? 

SZNATOR DIR.CSEN: Well, perhaps a h i s t o r i c a l  s r u a m a q  is 

a s  good a s  any, I think back t o  the  cont inui ty  of 

government from the  days t h a t  1 first landed here. It 

is a confhuous pattern.  Government has t o  go on, and you 

discover t h a t  t h a t  when Lhe elurabls bases for l eg i s l a t ion  

i n  every f i e l d  have been l a i d ,  succeedinrg Congresses come 

along and add a p l a s t e r  hare and a p lan te r  t he r e .  So 

when 4 s a id  t h a t  the bas ic  i s sues  a re  not d i f f e ren t  from 

&at they were Ecag ago, I %ink that  can be pre t ty  w e l l  

supported ig one only  wmks to d i g  into t he  his tory.  



THE ANNOUNCER: You have j u s t  seen another i n  t h e  series 

i n  which leading a u t h o r i t i e s  br ing  you answers t o  t h e  i s s u e s  

of today. 

Jo in  u s  next Sunday a t  t h i s  same hour when I S S W  AIYD 

ANSBlEBS inv i t ed  you t o  enjoy a b ipa r t i s an  discussion with 

t h e  Senate ' s  Ass is tant  Majority Leader, Senator Hubert 

H. Eumpbrey, Demoofat of EBinnesota, and a  leading 

spokesman f o r  $he minority party, .Senator  John Sherman - 
Cooper, Republicao of Kentucky. 

ISSUES AND ANSWERS i s  pn'o~uced by Peggy IVhedon, 

directed by Richard Armstrong and is a presenta t ion  of 

ABC N e w s  and Publ ic  Affa i rs .  
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