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?Jr. Schcsfer i7hee? happened Friday was so very u n l 5 e l y  tha t  this capi tnl  

c l t 7  has been l iv ing  i n  a cloudy mist of unreal i t j .  2:th the rush of events 

no one had 5izIe t o  ponder Yhether what had happened r i m  re3,l or rrhether i t  

?ram kind of e n i & h m x e .  Bur tonight there l s  a new grave i n  Arlingbon. The 

Presklenkrho ~rzs ;  5s dead, and we have a ne%7 leader. Ye we bacL t o  r e a l i t y .  

In che United States Senate the r e a l i t i e s  a - e  that one-hundrea m-en have ye$ 

t o  face up t o  a c i v i l  r igh t s  b i l l ,  a t a z  b i l l ,  a foreign-aid b i l l ,  a l o n ~  

7C 

l i s t .  With rhe advent of the nev national leader, Lyndon B. Johnson, ;fill 

t h i s  advent make a difference i n  the  m y  tlne Senate operazes. To e:qlore Ynis 
, - 

question we 2re &out t o  t a l k  vikh two Senators who :mov him. Senate Republican 

Leader, Everett Dirksen -- he sa t  i n  the seat  across the a i s l e  vhen w o n  

Johnson  as Senake Leader -- and Hubert Hunphrey, the Majority Tup. He was 

a Johnson &puty when Senatorr Johnson van proving himEeLf as the most ac- 

complished Najority Leader i n  the Senate in many a yew.  Gentlemen, tmorrow 

we go back t o  -mrl<. National trzgedy, such a grievous thing as we have just  

been through, generally has i n  L t s  weigh* a kind of moratorium on pastisanship. 

Can we e . ~ e c t  such a thing now, Senator Dirksen? 

Senator Dirksen Well, not  entirely: if you think that  any -wl i t ica l  pasty i s  

going t o  be divested entireljr  of pzrtisanship.  Because tha t  i s  going t o  be 

detelslined by ';he fundamental d-Sferences betveen the par t ies ,  But so f M  a s  

general?lities is concerned, I think ve can work very well xfitli President Johnson 

and rrhy shouldn't ire? We have been fr iends over a long period of t ine  end I 

served a s  E n o r i t y  Leader when he ?,as Najoritr Leadder and -,re &rays .-aged 

somehow t o  compose our differences and a t  the same time mke the points, so 



f a r  as our party responsibi l i ty  ms concerned. So 1 ant icipete  t h t  his 

relationship with both the Senate and the  House ocyht t o  be rather  singularly 

pellucid. 

Senator Humphrey Well, I surely would w e e  with the  statement of Senator 

Dirlzsen. Past ismship within i t s e l f  is no e v i l  t r a i t  i n  American l i f e .  In 

f a c t  partisanship i s  the yeast (?) of congressional government and of govern- 

ment i n  the United States.  It provides s o r t  of n ferment out of which we get 

the  r e s d t s  of l eg i s l a t ive  process and executive ection. Presicteat J o b o n  

does have an unusually good understanding and lmoyledge of the processes of 

Congress. He has many eood fr iends.  Two of t h z  axe here with you tonight. 

I can say veYy frankly t h a t  one of the desirable developId.ents i n  reference t o  
. - 

t h i s  s i tua t ion  is the  f a c t  that a man l i k e  Senator &rksen or  l i k e  myself can 

t a l k  very frankly and we do taLk very frankly t o  those i n  the  executive branch 

of the  government and we w t l l  ta-U; t h a t  way t o  President Johnson. I think 

this w i l l  be a l l  t o  the good f o r  t h e  coun-lry. So the  f u t w e  looks to  me as a 

hogef uL one. 

1 .  Seherer m d o n  Johnson worked a Mnd of magic on the  Senate when he w a ~  

i n  it. How much magic can be exerted on the Senate when the P ~ e s i d e n t  i s  on 

the other end of Pennsylvania 4-venue? 
not 

Senator Dirlrsen Well, it wi-1l-e qua l i ty  of m q i c ,  I am sure. He m u s t  

necessarily present h i s  case. But I doubt very jnuch vhexher there w i l l  be a 

peat Laans fomt ion  i n  the Senate. They ase independent thinkers on nearly 

every challenge t h a t ' s  on the  horizon today and so he must anticipate,  of course 

But i n  tha t  respect *re 1s no great  change lb t h e  Senate or  -in its outlook. 

?low if you have t o  t rans la te  that i n  terms of specif ics  l e t ' s  take c i v i l  r ights ,  

l e t ' s  bake the  t a  b i l l .  I doubt very much whether there i s  going t o  be a great 



upheaval of sentbent  because generaLly speaking most of the Senators h o v  

how they f e e l  about these proposzls that either are before us or will be 

before us before too long. 

Senator Humphrey C a  I say a word about the magic, Eay? 

I&. Scherer Yes, please do. 

Senator Humphrey You see, ??hen Lyndon Johnson was Mzjority Leaaer he was 

a part  of the whole senatorial process, the congressional process. He was 

with us on a day-to-day, hour-to-hour intimate basis and he ras one of w and 

tre were the one with him. Nou he is the Chief' Executive of t 'ds  cowtry. He - 
exercises the powers of the presidency. Under our constitutional system of 

separetion of povers, those powers are separate aad they are very d:stinct nnd 

distinctive. He has unique functions and separate functions. I believe that  

President Johnson w i l l  have o. good relationship ~ 4 t h  Congress primarily becawe 

he has a good personal relationship with the members of Congress and part iculwly 

those that are entrusted -with the responsibility of leadership. But I a3i not 

speaking rnereyf of the elected leaders of the respective pastlea. I am speaking 

of committee chairnen and ranking lninarity dembers. This is very, very important. 

But the President mwt by the nature of his office and the constitutional. 

system be separate from the Congress. Now he ' l l  have his connections through 

Senator Dir-ben, through Senator knsf ie ld ,  through Speaker lvleC0smack . . . 
Senazor D'Lrksen Through Senator liumphrey. 

Senator Humphrey . . . well, ve hope so, and I surely wlll give him CU. the 

co-operation I can, but I think rre ought t o  make it quite clear that  h e ' l l  have 

gwd vorking relationships. But tre have our work cuz out for  us. 

W .  Scherer \%at you are saying i s  there's a difference between being bfajority 

Leader iwd President as far as the relationship i s  concerned. 

Senator Dirksen Oh, very definitely so. 



isk. Scherer Aren't ?re seeing a kind of a national rallying around the neut 

President? I s  it naive Co think that  th is  w i l l  help resolve dLfferences 

over such a thing as  c iv i l  rights? 

Senator Dirksen Well, the disposition of course w i l l  be to be GuLte co- 

operative with the new President on the theory that  a transition i s  always 

fraught with a l i t k l e  danger. Boot nearly so muoh as i n  another country, 

because i t ' s  always amazing how an e~rent l ike  thLs can hepaen and a transition 

i s  EO easily undertaken. But a t  the sane time the President w i l l  have his  

views and the Congress its v',nrs, a d  those vietrs.wiU be freely expressed. - 
Now if they come into conflict, of course there w i l l  be a few sparks that  w i l l  

f l y  and ",a: only means of caurse the v i t a l i t y  of our constitwtiondl system. - 
Senator Humphrey I t h h k  ue ought t o  point out that a l i t t l e  disagreement or 

discussion or give &d. take on e pol i t ica l  issue doesn't necessarily mean that  

;rou a-e poles apart. It means that theye may be refinement of detai l  and it 

aoes take soae me. Tne people zhat are in a hurry about a l l  of these matters 

r e a l l j  do not ask far a democratic system. They're asking for something else 

because :ie do have one-hundred Senators with one-hundred points of viev. In 

a sense they are 5ndLvidualists and we Wve 435 inembers of the Rouse of 

Kcpresenzatives. These aen are individuals. But l e t  me saj th'is, leal; :re 

have clny xisunderstanding, that the rela-cionshL,os our l a t e  and beloved 

President Kwncd~r had in the Con~ress irern ~ o o d  relecionsbips. They vere 

varn anci the;. aere 3rfendly and ;hey 'rere cmsL~uci,ive, snd I Selieve ? i k z  

rlif?'erence. Presidcn;; Kennedy had the co-o-oeration of the leaders of Congress. 



Ze had the respect 01 the nienbers of Congress and President Johnson is going 

t o  hzve the s m e  kind of good sol id  co-operation, but Rw, ?re deal v i t h  hard 

issues. The tax b i l l  i s .  This i s n ' t  easy. We are  taULn& about a funda- 

mental f i s c a l  policy of t h i s  govcrment. Civi l  r ights  le@islat ion,  t h i s  is 

e basic  fundzsnental consti tutional policy that ?re a re  establishing. You 

don't do these things quickly and you don't do it bj. just  f e l i c i t a t i o n  and 

good w i l l .  

M r .  Scherer Thank you very nuch. Do you have mother point t o  make, s i r ?  

Senator Dirksen Tiell, do lie have time? 

Mr. Scherer I thiak we are  just about out of =me. 

Senator Dirksen Mel.1, I ~ i a s  j u s t  going t o  say I am glad Hubert brought up 
.- 

t h i s  idea of haste.  It rrerninds me of the man who broke into Phi l l ip  Brooks 

study and saw him pacFng up and down and said, "What's tBe matter with you?" 

Be said,  " I ' m  i n  a hurry, but  Gad I s n t z . "  Now we take our own time because 

only by hewing out on the  mail of discussion do you get sol id  and durable 

r e s u l t s .  

Senator Huaphsey ilsa ws expect this good f r iend  over here to  help us -nanmer 

oui; a good product, which he ui3.l. 

N r .  Scherer Thank you both so much fo r  coming a f t e r  four such d i f f i c u l t  days. 

4ud now it 's time t o  hear from the  Xouse. 


