WMr. Juzeph P, MeCulrre; :intervie . ing Jenator Everett M. Dipisen

Good wvern.ng, I['m Joseph MeCo'lrer. Vwelcome aga.n to Close-up, the
Cxpitol, My sSuest Uhlt evering veed no intraduct.on Lo mnyone -ha haa aver
catehed telev_sisn, 2erta nl., no lntraduction at &ll to anysne whin is intereste
in public a’lfairs, This gentleman Ji1r2t came €5 Congress as a member 27 the
House in 13533 and served tiuere until he retired woluntarily in Jznuar; 1949,
e was elected then to the Senate in 1950 and has served there ever since,

I think 17 there was a Congressional Hall of FPame, snd I really think there
ghould be one, that this gentleman would be theﬁfLrst man who would be
gelected Tor 1lt. Because he is, and I am sure tihat almost any >ther reporter
uho e¢overs the hill will agree, the complete Senator. He is the perfect
senator, 1f in the world o human beings there 18 such &z thing as anyone who
is per’ect or anything that is perfect. AaAnd in Jjust one moment I will wvield
the balance 2 the time on this program to the d:stinguished Minsrity Leader
= the United States Senate, Everett McKinley Diricsen.

Senator Dirvuisen, in mamy wsys it 13 5 miracle that you were i1n the
3enate, in that no one ever, Chought iyou would return t2 publ-c 1life when
you le’t the House. The wverdict wes thzt you vwere going to be Dlind. Will
you tell us the {ears and feel.ings that went through youmind at that time
SENATOR DIRKSEN: Yes, I remember the incident rether vividly. I hed six
or seven physickns lncluding one here Iin w@ashington , a2 very noted pnysician
who was an eye spec.alist whs had been in the “ilmer Clinic at John Hopgins
Hospital in Baltimore., I recall 3o well the day when he called in the Worning
and said there #wzs a divizion of apinion 28 betueer him and others a8 to

whether this retinitis sonditisn sas malighent ov not, sub they thought zt
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least I nught to g0 to John Hopkins and think about having an enucleation -
which 13 a nice {ancy word [or the removal of one of your eyea, I remember
how Mra. Dirksen and I wept when the hews came. I very cutifull, went to
Baltimore that morning on the train. I remember telling the surgeon over
tnere a’terwards when I got there that I had c¢onsulted with another doetor

and came to the conelusion that I would not perait the removal af m; eye. He
gaid, what dsctor Oh, I sald, a very great big doetor, He lives way upstalms.
Oh, he sald, you are cne 2f those guys, are you. I said, yes, I am. I am

a rather rough, uncouth sort of a person, but I am 2ne 2f those guys. He =said:
all right, 17 that ia the way you want 1¢; I'm gsing to California tomorrow

30 maike up your mind. I 3aid, I have made up oy mind and that wasg L.

That 13 my good eye. The other one has some 3car f£issue on 1T but it does

very wWell for peripheral vislon. Incidentally I became an expert on eyas
mysel’ at that time but there is something that hits you, you can jusc
envision a black world £or a while,

MR, MCCAFFREY: Did you have any Jear, any paniz when they “irst tal-ed o

Jou apout this?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I would not call it panic but I was {fully sensible <l what

confronted me and how gerisus this really was because Just thini: 27 those
limitatione on what you ¢an 4o and how long y2u have to be out of c:reulation
beldre you can undertake to get anything done and learn an entrvel; new
technigque where you Teel your way in the worid,

MR. MCCARFREY: Senator, those who observed you during your years from 1333
until 1949 in the House arnd who have oshserved you sinee your return heve &2
the Senate say that you have changed a great deal, that you may have mellowed
perhaps. How would you compare youraei’ .n the Senate todzy with yoursel?

when you were in the House. Do you see or Lthink there is any di’lerence in
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¥ou ag an Lndividual as an operating member o7 Congress.

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, I think you will have to remember first o7 all, that

I am somewhat older than I was in those days. I came here at age 36 or 37,
full of enevgy and ready to Just Cairly push the dome o7f the Capitol, until
older and well demeaned members advised me that that dome has been there since
they came and would be there when they were gone and would be there when I

was gone. 30 perhaps it might be well to 3low down a little. Then I think
you learn certain things which somehow 111 out your philoszphy asc a legislator
and I pretty much agree with this kind o¢ language - that this f{ree government
i3 like an 21d waterlogged scow, it doesn't move ver; fast, it doesn't moyve
very rar at one t.me, but it never sinks and maphe that is the reason we

have a "ree government today. 1 was thinkinthow many free governments

are Just in too great a hurry that suddenly flop over and tave on a dietatorial
and despotic cast because they canit wait Cor mormal forces to undertake the
changes that are necessary i1n the constant elimb of people to a better lile.
MR. MCCAFFREY: 3enator Dirksen, you have teen oriticized at times Jor not
being consistent. That over the years, your position on varisus i3sues

hes changed.

SENATOR DIRKSEN: %Well conslstency is a hobgoblin 2. small minds - was it
Emerson who said 1t? - & £oolish conaistency or an ineosnsistency and I have
often thought the only people who do not change their minds are sleeping
peacefully in some cemetery or they are in an institution ~~ involuntarily
there-- and have 133t the capacity to change their mind. So I nhope that the
time will never come when I can't adjust to mew circumstances and new condtlins
because 1t 13 an acceleratecd world., How Zast it moves -~ and I need only to

get a toueh of nostalgla and 4ip into my past; 2o way back to my boynowd days--
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ts see the changes that have taken place t0 become thorsughly sensible o
what hos happened in this world.
MR. MCCAPFREY: IHow wauld you sum up your philosgophy o7 1life, Senator:
SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, I want to be ready for change at all times. I think
I subscribe fully to the deflnitisan of progress as the constant and intelligent
and undramatic action 07 1ife on what is hers. Perhaps I can best illustrate
it by az;ing the atom has been here ever since this world was crexted but it
has taiken all these millions 97 years to break t$ down, to Iracture 1t, to
find it, to see ®hat is ineide of it, and ta la£ open this great “osrce that
has changed the whole destiny »f the world and the destiny of manking.
MR. MCCAFFHEY: Any senatdr hos 2 hecetle psce-in 1life and beecaule Senator
Dirkser i3 the Minority Leader in the United 3tates Senate, his pace is even
more hectie, It is nothing for him, for example, to have 1350-200 people to
come to see him in the eourse 0f a3 day and how does he get away from thia:
#e have some pictures wnich I would like to show you at this time to illustrate
how a 3enator, in this case Senator Dirksen, relaxes., These are picturss --
theae are some o your [lowers, Senator -~ and thisa is Mrs, Dirksen with you
at your home in Leesburg and what do you grow down there. What crops 4o you
Erow:
SENATOR DIRKSEN: wWell, ° Kly, we grow a little bit of ever;thing. Not only
in the vegetable line but in the lower line as well, I do not want £o be
an expert. I do nt want tc be a professional, TI never uant to 1loose my
amateur standing ...
MR. MCCAFFREY: As a gardener.
YENATOR DIRESEN: ...as8 a gardener and so I g2 for thease very simple things

that give me a lot o7 joF whether you grow them singly or in great masses.
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MR, MCCAFFREY: One of the main veguirements, it seems to me, 5 a man in
public 1.7¢ is that he had patience, that he be able to sulfer foolf gladly and
that na tawe all the other little ineonveniences which comes xnlong snd
doesntt let these thinge get o him. Iz thisz somebhing that vou have to be
»orn with or car men in public life learn to adjust to all these things’
SENATOR DIRKSEN: Thev ¢an learn hut ...
MR. MCCAFFREY: Some o2 them don't.
SEHATOR DIBKSEN: No, the gift 9 patlence, 97 course I thinl, i3 & highly
desifed.attribute because you sre dealing with people, tioery have Jixationa,
they have convietions absut any number of contr;;ersial matters. You have
t5 hear them sut. You have £0 be careful not to he tso precipitous or
caprieiouz in pointing out what you think the wmalmess in the othepr Tellous
case mary be, expecially il he i3 on yoaur side 2 the aisle politically
speaxing. 3o that requires, I think, gentle digcunsionn and g very gentle
5.1 eazn art as I eall it, a0 that the vearings never get hut. You don't
develop Srictionsg that suddenly dlow ntoe pdeces and 17 7ou can Heep it on
the quiet side and have every aspect o thg matter explored without anybody
becoming {ractisus 2% any time you're most lizely to get results. What was
it that Lineosln sald, -~ we shall sopner hove the cnicken by hatehing the egg
than by brealking it.
MR. MCCAFFREY: Is this the secret of your great ability to wxork compromisfes:
¥ouw there are many examples, i{n your cace, 90 your ability to bring abaut a
compromise, the moat classie one and the one that will zo on saehistory
booua certainly 1s the work you did on the Civil Rights Bill last ear in
the 3enzte. I8 this the zecret 37 being able to get men o work Logether.
JERATOR DIRIEN: Yes.
MR. MCCAFFREY: Restraining yoursel’ Jirst perhaps
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look and 1 you are willing to 1look long enosugh and hard enough, I am
rather conident that the right c¢ast of mind and the right thoughta will come
whicnh are adequate to what lies ahead.
MR. MCCAPFREY: As a peraon and also 1ln your many public statements you are
always the optimist, Does your optimism ever {alter in the face o7 all of
the problems that face us today not only at home but also abroad{
SENATOR DIRKSEN: No, because even 1f there are lruatrations and goodness
xnows every life is attended with some frustrations certainly; there i3
still ample time and room and cause {or optimism because there are so many
g204 things and 8o many blessings that yosu can gsunt in 1ife that come. So
I see no reason why osne shouldn't look on the osptimistic side. Besides how
can you look on life c¢onstructively without being an cptimist because 1%
13 the only aggressive, affrimative attitude of mind that will do you any good
in coping with a problem there on the doorstep everyday.
MR. MCCAFFREY: Yocu served under five Presldents, from FDR through Johnson.
Taking them one at a time, how would you appralise theae men beginning with
Pranklin Delano Roosevelt. You_wera elected tne same year he was {irst
elected, 1932. You survived his big sweep 27 19386 too.
SEHATOR DIRKSEN: Well, how should ysu appralse different personalities.
Franklin Roosevelt with the meliflugous volice who had a way I charming people
and did charm the c¢ountry. There were so many things wiin which 2 disagreed
in those days, many with which I agreed, many with which my conatlituents
disagreed and then they used to sc¢old me a good deal about 1t. But
certainly a personality of a type all its own that is rather rare. Then
followed by Trumen, rather mundane, rather earthy who enuld chop of? his
words. I had a great regard Tor Trwmen. He could scold you in language that

you could understand and at the same time he cculd pat you on éhe back. I
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recall when I went to say goodby to Truman after this eye malady struck me
and I said I would wailt in Washington until I went to say goodby. And I
said, Mr. President, the custom is to pack your bags and get out o7 this
town overnight but I would not do it. And he said to me at: the white

House, “Why did you gquit: UWe need fellows like you arsund here.”’ 4Yell,
when I got around to the 3Senate race, inally alter friends importuned mne,

I remember Truman took me apart as nobody ever did as i he had never seen
me in his life, yet he thought they needed me around here. WhAn they
obgserved his 80th Birthday, I think, I was there and made a speech on the
occasion and I Jjoshed him a little about it and he laughted and he said,
"Oh, Dirksen, 1ife 12 like that.” So he was a different type entirely but
he had those who were devoted to him with a deep and alfectionate devotion.
And then of course, there came Dwight Eisenhower. As the whole world knows,
I was for Bob Taft and I didn't kmow how Preaident Eisenhower would think
about me and particularly some of the remarks I made in the nominating
speech in Chicago. You mey Tamember that one line I saild was that it wouldn't
take a committee investigation to determine Bob Talft's politics. Maype at
the time I said 1t I waan't fully consciosus of the {act that it was quite

a little dig but President Eisenhower and I hecame the Tirmest of friends
and I carriedithe flag for him on i1s8sues and controversies ...

MR, MCCAFFREY: 1let you have that hot poker .,.

SEMATOR DIRKSEN: I used to say that i nobody will pick up the hot poker I
will pick {t up ... And then came the late John Kennedy. Of course, we
had known eaéh other for ten or {welve yeara before he acceded to the
Presidency. We kmmw each osther in the House and we knew each other in the
Serate, I had great affection for him and I think it was reciprocated.

There was something genteel and gracious, there was s sublime grace about
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Jshn Kennedy and 1t stuck to him all his days. And how o{ten he called me

£o the white House to sit for perhaps an hour to talit about many things and
say, 'where am I on this.” "Well, Mr. President, youre not.” 4nd then the
question, how to get results” And of course, 1t 18 quite a compliment, I
think, when the President who bears another party label Crom mine calls me

to ask how he gets out of a difliculty and extricates himsell from a real
problem in the Senate. My duty as an American, o0 c¢ourse, with an alleglance
and fidelity to my country requires that I help him. I would be a poor
citizer indged 1 I didn't do the same “orany President regardless o7 his
politics where the comntry's interest is =zt stézé. But he was truly a

great character in my book. HNow President Johnson and I sat across the aisle
from each other ...

MR MCCAFFHEY: The man you probably inow the best.

SENATOR DIRKSEM:...Yes... he as Majority Leader and I as Minority Leader. We
used to make medicine, as I say, over in hia office. Of course we had to
maike book and make achedule on what come up. The Senate is a two-way street,
that 13 one thing we are always agreed on. A Minority Leader with scme
backing c¢ould just truss up the Senate any old time with a filibuster or
anything else and stop 1t in its tracks and the Majority Leader ccéld do
lixewigse., And 3o we agreed that we had to work together because the overriding
intereat was the well being and the welflare 27 the Republic, the United States
of America. It was on that ground we used 90 battle it out zid believe me

we have had some hot and tempestudsus times in his 58fice and in mine but
never at any time did either o us lzse sight of the Tact that the objective
was the c¢country and its peaple.

MR. MCCAFFHEY: Let me ask you the final question, Senator Dirksen, and thisa

i3 alwaye an unfair guestion perhaps. But looitlng back cver your life -- and
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you 8sald you do look vack every once and 2 while -- looking backt over your
1:ife i3 there anything that you would undo that you did or is there anything
that you didn't do that you would like to have done®
SENATOR DIRKSEN: Just one., That is when I voted for a will while in the
House of Representatives in the Tryman Administration to send miners and
perhaps rallroaders into the Army unless they quit striking and went back
t2 work. That is the blill fhat Senator Taft stopped in its traceks in the
Senate and as I 1ook back I think if J could undo a vote that vote I would
unado,

MR. MCCAFFHEY: A pretty gowd record with only ;ne regret out of what -- maybe
three thousand vote® or [ive thousand #otes that you've cast.

SENATOR DIRKSEN: It could be, but you see, there we were all caught up

in a vortex o7 feeling that extended all through the country and people vere
setting pretty harsh about it and naturally that 13 reflected in the Halls

of Congress ao perhaps they will staie me one vote that I regret, I do

regret thet one, of course.

MR. MCCAFFREY: I'll be baci in one minute ...

Senator Dirksen, I went ©o thank you very much o1 a delizhtful program.
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that ther tricd to urge you to heke some action egeinst Mosdmilinn, the Archduke
who sot himgelf up ar the Toperer of Mewdcor Koowing the fears that were aere,
tharse and evoryvaere and what did you soyl  Tou juct ocaid that you were zoing
to put on scae prassuwre to got those Zuropewsn povers oo get Masdmdilioan's tooops
out of Herdeo and General Juarzz and his people would take carce of Moadmdlian.
How tmuly you speke, Mr. Lineoln. For when those troops came out they did

take care of Mexdpilisn and g9 our cister Hr.nuallc to the Eouth could g2 forward
ond somchow oxeeclify and achleve its ovm destiny as o Hopublic in the Northern

Jemicphere, ¥ou had a capacity for shiriking taroush all the superflcial and

zoing o the heort o7 the problem to eea just where the znswer lay. And thexe

3,

galn your trust was In the neapls, onee ther weoere ziven e Jacto thebl they
would vnderstand, Wo need sgaethiang else, Somethias thot 23 52 essily overlooked
in this day and aga. I thiak we need 2@ 1ltile asre oF jour courtesy. Ye need
a little more of your oof manners., In your diey they aszcceiated you with
uncouthness anod with the hockeoods az XD oy had ao monners aad as i you had
no courtesy. What o delisht it mmst hewe beco oS you whon ywi welked ouv X ¢
White House cend tocdk o gtrsll and ceme wp along Rgss Benk in Washingtm and
there evory mornlng, as I understand, you used to seabithils colored man witah sne
les and 1 can just imepgine the broed grin oz his face as he took off hie hat
and doffed 1t to ym andhhe seid, good mcralng, Mr., Presldeut, and then you would
take ofF your bat and Jdoff 1t and say, zooc morning. A 1ot of peaple wondered

v you 213 thot to 6o mmble 2 nerson and vhet 23d you soyt  ¥ou sald you just

couldn't e outdone o memmers Uy 2 hwmble person. e zeed aanc manners la our
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ety I Mo odlen i of hand o tlle.  We oo o Wisic mase amuriesy,

(Y]

S apa . - 1. S p— " e - - — . .
STl onotacy Al e naed 2 3dihle nore Fewnrmint of sndslt thot rou oo
- e v R Pas o’ R .4 [ P Y I -
sivmye nendlected ocouse 1T ULl ol oveebencs asd 14 0011 add srace ang it

LI aed AT g Ao soedoty.  We noed o Littls oFf hat owd T hone w ooan
TUUXLOUE LS. Toerw Lo ansthey thing, your conozvmbe natlence. Jometimes 1
thdnd hiads ioc she lopesiont oo, Bveryiilinge has Yo he doae overndight, aothing con

-
whe. Tothdne coan it unell the =pdait end ke mind and the heart redlogs wmon

o

oo oY him eriess el unie whoiienges bhat condyoat us today., I otdhink hook

Leau dpeeui, she 1ofL spoech ryou gade before that evll bullet sent you dmm

To Do cBR. woin Al Wie adshs you fedbed to fongr serenadine ovond mf the Thiis
Houwoe . 2 Gaiih 1o wad X oho Sheveutin of Avrci, 1765, A move shot wms zvost in
Lowisders, wwwlve shioempod peopls hadt aldesdy clomed 2 ~otitim o come heeok into
the Unl-m sud F e »ooe socourneing tke idea Lo be oure Nwre wore oone thinen

B Leclsw WSy dac auot st ohis Jpoateaity wo 3o oy Eitphout siving
GLOTETROGHIRG e e peipde oL Loulsdans 50 oaunel Bhe risht Mdnd o a sonstitution,
o oamlo Yho misbs miud sy somoecsicns, aad then So eome bagl ito the sdistorhond
of obtoel. JAud whedie you were beisdoring thet point o dodnn At 5o very
svastucsively Lt wes op twnt posgsion thar you celd thds, T almll aormar e

the 7o by xtehiag bhe o ampesihdne 187 and the exowd lau-hed . But

hors oontad anc how arpropricte that wes. L 3l 2unes have the thilcoban;
ml e oZoy, By OWALONIN. Tée o Zailer whian measnan d4.  Duwn thed 1s the Tiwd o
ferevticones toat omehary o oapin AR counery woday. Aoy mmr s oadt at ot Yot

LT - . - - - -y Nt m a3 e S - ' - :
g AL RUOBEe DOCAUST waerd ayvs eiriseg, there ape challoenqes,
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