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(ANNOUNCER)

MR. LAWRENCE: Senator Dirksen, I understand
that your Platform Committee finished its work in the
early dawn, about 5 a.m , and we are certainly grateful
that you, with so little sleep, have kept your date with
us here today.

Four years ago you said the Republican
Platform faithfully reflected the 18th and 19th Centuries
but not the 20th. Does your product,.today bring your
party up to date?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I am pretty sure, Bill, it
does. I think I find a degree of pride in the 1968
platform and it is testimony, I think, to the diligency,
I think, of 102 people Wwho were members of the Platform
Committee.

MR. LAWRENCE: Were you able to maintain
your pungency and your brevity as you said, as one of
your gocals?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Bill, that's a rather
delicate and sensitive subJject because you discover as
you go along that this group and that group and this
individual and that individual believe that there is

something world~shaking that ought to go in that platform.
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Then there are arguments which commence with
the members of the Committee itself, and then i1t is you
against defeatists in the rather slender hope that you can
in a short document get together a Gettysburg Address or
Declaration of Independence.

But the realities of 1life, the fact that you
aon't live in a vacuum begins to rub off a little of the
shine until pretty soon the platform bg;omes an extenuated
document, 1f you know what I mean -

S0 it is somewhat longer than I wanted but it
is still a good document and rather inclusive.

MR. REYNOLDS: Senator Dirksen, the major
differences on Vietnam among some of the Presiaeﬁtial
candidates, let's say the difference between Governor
Rockefeller and Governor Reagan, 1s your plank oen Vietnam
going to satisfy everybody?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, Frank, I think it will
come as close to satisfying any candidate we may nominate
as anything that we could reduce to wrifing. . We have
done it as realistically as we Know how, and we have tried
to follow the expressions and utterances of those who are
in the running, so to speak, any one of whom might be

nominated, and we believe that he can stand on the platform.
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You never quite let that go out of your mind
because a candidate will be asked whether cor not ne c¢an

"

run on the platform. Suppose he says "No.'" Then what do
you do; then your labors are in vain.

MR. REYNOLDS: Senator, is there anything in
the Vietnam plank that would give positive aim to the
presidency in terms of the current peace negotiations?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: We have béen mindful of that,
glso, to do nothing in our judgment that would in any way
jeopardize the peace negotiations in Paris. Had we done
58, I'm afraid it would have been a disservice to the
great hope that everybody nurtures that somethiqg can
still come cut of these negotiations.

It doesn't loock too promising at the moment
and the reports that we have had from time to time--and
incidentally, I have had the most current reports--we
still hope always that something will come out of 1t
that will bring comfort and assurance that 1t may be the
beginning of a real peace effort.

MR. LAWRENCE: Scnator, I think the sharpest
conflict drawn was that between Mayor Lindsay of New York

who felt that the war was really unnecessary and we ought

to get out of it in a hurry, and Governor Reagan of
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California, who said that this was in our own national
interests and really required additional military pressure
to bring 1t to a satisfactory conclusion.

Have we reached that goal?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I think s¢o. Between those
two extremes there has to be an area where most pecple,

I believe, can stand, and that was ongﬁﬁf our efforts,

to find that effort, not to be too extreme in one relatioen
or the other; in other words, to givg cocmfort to our
people who are cut in Vietnam, give comfort to the people
back home, and keep in mind constantly that there are
people sitting across a table in Paris, to find a common
dencminator where we can work.

MR. LAWRENCE: Do you anticipate any kind of
major floor battle with the bruising divisiveness thati was
on tne fioor such a3 four years ago?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I anticipate none sc¢ far as
the members of the Platform Committee are concerned. You
see, we have 102 members, and when we finished around
half past four this morning or whenever it was, I insisted
on having a vote on the platform and it was not a voice
vote.

I did what they do in the House of Representatives

J asked for a division and then I wanted to see how many.
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It was virtually a unanimous vcte

There was cne vote I didn't get buf it was not
a nay vote, incidentally, so I just had to say that he
voted present.

MR. REYNQCLDS: To what extent did the lateness
of the hour and the pressure contribute to the working
of the Platform Committee? f:

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, I think we showed a
loft of acuity and sharpness. Is thag a good word, acuity?
T hope it is.

MR. LAWRENCE: What does it mean?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: You must be sharp, and it
is just a redundant expression.

But in any event, they stayed right on the jotbt
and I don't think we lost a single member and they were
all alert and we had them from all ages there

I think the cldest was probably eighty-two.
Don't ask me wheo it was, it might be embarrassing, but they
stayed on and the debate waxed right up to the last minute
until the gavel fell, and that was it.

MR. LAWRENCE: What was the most troublescme;
Vietnam?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: ©Not necessarily. There was
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a good deal of backstage work, as we well know. There had
to be, there always is preparatory work.

S0 while it was probably the stickiest gquestion
that we had, there was also the question of c¢rime and
law enforcement, what to do about the big city problems
and the riot problems, &ll those offered some differences
of opinion, not as an objective but ragﬁer in procedure.

I think everybody is interested in doing
something about rehabilitation and tﬁé development of
the hard core of our cities How do we go about it?

Everybody is unanimous on the objective, as
to whether you ought to set up a community development
bank or you should do this or you should do that. And so
we found common ground.

(Break for commercial.)

MR. REYNOLDS: Senator, without being any more
specific than you wish to, can you give us at least a
summary, an cutline of what the Republican Platform of
1968 will say about this war?

SENATCR DIRKSEN: Frank, I can put it to you
in this fashion rather than try to detail exactly what
is in the Vietnam plank. We approached it pretty much

as I am sure Jefferscon must have approached the Declaration
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of Independence First thers is a brcad statement of
principles in what we think we ought to do, and then we
have to try to build particulars around instances where
we think the Administration fell down in its managemént
cf the war, 1ts failure in 1ts passification efforts, its
failure to fully Vietnamize the Vietnam Army and to de-
Americanize it as 1t should have been gﬁd then, of course,
to say in broad sftrategy what we hope to do in particular,
however, or in detail in order to br{ng about a successful
ending.

MR. LAWRENCE: Should we have been there in
the first place?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: You can argue that on both
sides.

MR. LAWRENCE: %Whatv does the platform say?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: It doesn't quite make it
that specific because we don't forget, because we had
some interest and we manifested an interest there when
Dwight Eisenhower was President of the United Statftes, and,
of course, that continued thrcugh the Kennedy Administration
into the Johnson Administration, so we don't {ry to slice
off these pieces of our history and nct accept our share

cof responsibility.
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Because once we manifested an interest, once
we indicated that this was a matter of our defense and
our security and ocur outside defense perimeter, from then
on, it was a guestion of how to manage your tactical
and strategic efforts in order to preserve self-determina-
ﬁion for the people of South Vietnam

MR. LAWRENCE: Do we Viewiﬂjth alarm the fact
that we suddenly went to large numbers of troeps?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Bill, that has always been
in my mind. I am familiar with platforms where they start
with, "We deplore. we view with alarm." You might find
one "deplore" in that platform I couldn't keep an eye
on all of it, but insofar as I could, we tried to make
it realistic.

MR. LAWRENCE: It sounds to me, Senator, as if
the platform plank reads like Everett Dirksen's record
in the Senate on Vietnanm

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I suppose I am just a 1little
too modest to say whether it dces or not.

MR. REYNOLDS: Senator. T wonder if we ccould
turn to another phase of the proceedings here in Miami
Beach this week. We 1list the Illinois delegates as 50

for Nixon, & for Governor Reckefeller, 2 for Govarnor
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Reagan. %Where are you in there?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Without having actually talked
tc the delegation, and I will probably do so, we will have
the first of the major candidates appearing, but it seems
like yeour figures are substantially correct.

MR. REYNOLDS: And where are you in that,
Senator? .

SENATOR DIRKSEN: You kneow that I have been very
nen-committal and I have been non—coﬁmittal for a very good
reason, and I think it is a Jjustifiable reason. It could
easily be said that the Chairman of the Platform Committee
committed himself well in advance of the convention to
help create a document that would slant it in the dirsectlion
of one candidate or ancther I didn't want that
misimpression te go out in this country, so every time T
was asked about my preferences, I said. "I am sorry, but
while I have something in mind, I make no commitment now
until this chore which has been entrusted to me 1is
resolved, and then if you ask me, I will tell you."

MR, REYNOLDS: Is it not done? You have
finished writing the platform

SENATOR DIRKSEN: You forget I still have to

g0 befcore that Platform Committee at the convention and
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present the platform and ask them to give it their stamp
of approval. And when they deo, then, of course, T can
put the old seal and close the book and say, '"The labor
is done, now I can shout to the circum and to all
America who I am fer "

MR. LAWRENCE: I am assuming, Senator, then,
that we don't put yeu in elither camp bgﬁ we will just
ask you as an cld pro in these conventions, do you think
Nixon can be steopped, or do you think he has got it locked
up?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: TIf you want a speculation,
T will answer it

MR, LAWRENECE: Yes.

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Then that's all T can give
you. @ffhand, I would have tc say that it is probably
buttened off and there may be some area that I will never

' because T

again use the old phrase, "It is in the bag,’
heard that many, many years ago.

But 25 T saild, what I see in the newspapers
and hear on TV, and, of ceurse, T know that you give the
most accurate accounts to the country and I listen with

bated breath and then I can guote you and say, "Bill

Lawrence believes that Nixon has got it in the bag." and
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I cite you as authority or I can cite Frank, either one

MR. LAWRENCE: I am suffering now from the same
modesty that you now have abouft the platform.

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Don't, because you will
spoil my fun.

MR. REYNOLDS: What we have established here
is that you are going to quote Bill Lawrence that Nixon
has got it in the bag or are you going to say so?

SENATCR DIRKSEN: T will quote you, I think
I think he is so0 close to striking distance of that
nominatien that offhand I don't believe he can be stopped
but, you know, a prophet is without honor saved, save
in his own c¢ountry, and that's the reascn that iiam rather
short on prophesy.

MR. LAWRENCE: Your son-in-law, Howard Baker
of Tennessee, has been mentioned as a probable running
mate with Mr WNixcn Have you heard anything about his
chanceas’

SENATOR DIRKSEN: If you are going tn talk
about his political future, yonu cught {o speak in a louder
tone and say, "Howard Henry Baker, the United States

Senator from Tennessee,' and give him the benefit of

that exposure.
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His name, frankly, has been mentioned because
T have seen it 1in the newspapers.

MR. REYNOLDS: What about your other colleague,
Senator Percy?

SENATCR DIRKSEN: I have seen his likeness
_in the press, also, and he has been mentioned for the
second slot

MR. REYNOLDS: Would his endorsement of
Governor Rockefeller the cther day make him more attractive
to Mr. Nixcn?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Frankly, Frank, that I can't
tell you, because if you can endorse one candidate and
then hope that maybe you can get on the bandwégdn of
the other, that runs just a little in confliict with the
way I assess human nature.

MR. LAWRENCE: Have you heard anything at all
apout Mr. Nixon's feelings in this vice-presidential
selection?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Nc. I assessed the vice-
presidential prospects for myself some time ago and I
think I added up some 17 that started all the way with
Mayor Lindsay and went on through the whole 1ist that has

been mentioned, and included 1s a variety of governors,
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so it added up to about 17 people.

MR. LAWRENCE: Should it be a man to appeal to
the cities or a man that will stop Wallace?

SENATOR DTIRKSEN: Maybe it should b2 that and
a good deal more. My experience 1n guessing goes back
over fhree conventions with probably fortfy or fiftfy party
wheels, let's call it. Then you get tg:some secliuded
area wWhere you can find them and then. of course, everybody
says-- I remember one of those occasions where T suggested
Thurston Morzon of Kentucky, the Governor of Tllinois
suggested my name and gave them a sales talil. When all
these were on the table everybody had his say, then it
fell into the lap of the Presidential nominee, "Whom do
you think you would like o have? Who wears well?
Geographically whom do you think is best?"

MR. LAWRENCE: That was what happened in 1960,
wasn't 1§87

SENATOR DIRKSEN: That's right.

MR. LAWRENCE: And while you were meeting,
they were typing M¥Mr. Lodge's acceptance speech downstairs.

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, it could well have
been but I remember who, what 6 where and how his name got

on that table and where it all began
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I won't mention the name of the man who
started 1t, but it was a former United States Senator.

MR, LAWRENCE: John Bricker of Chio.

(Break for commercial.)

MR. LAWRENCE:. Senator, you said tentatively,
at least, a moment ago, that this was all locked up for
Mr. Nixon or he was so closs Lo it he eéuldn't fall to
get over the top, but Congressman IFord, who will be the
permanent Chairman of the Convanticn, stated yesterday
that it might take five or six ballots

It doesn't seem to me that those two things
square.

SENATOR DIRKIEN: Well, of course, 1t iz not
usual-- Every endeavor 15 made to button 1€ up on the
first ballot because anybody who has a familiarity with
this matter will know that when you exhaust one balloct
and the leading candidate, for instance, loses twe or
three votes, then you know you are moving info a zone
of jeopardy and pecple begin to back off. But if it
goes beyond one ballct and a certain candidate moves up
a little more, that's when the bandwagcn fever begins,
and I have secn 1t before.

T

MR, REYNQLDS: In the event that the first
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ballot does not open the nomination of Mr. Nixon where
dc you think 1t is likely toc gc., to Governor Rcckefeller
or Governor Reagan?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Frankly, I am not sure.
I think there is a reservoir of prospects for Ronald
Reagan, no less, and he would gain in-:the number of wvotes
beyond the first ballof because I have noticed the appeal
that he has and that manifests itself, s0 if a certain
sense of fear creeps intc a delegate’'s mind and he gays,
"Well, my champion isn't gocing to make it. I'm going
o go over here, I'm going toc go cver there," then, of
course, you have got to make this choice and Reagaen, cof
course, has made an impression through®ut the country.

MR. LAWRENCE: Senatcr, to a certain degree,
Nixon, and Humphrey to a certaln degree are both kind of
0ld hat around the country. Do you think this will have
any bearing on the November election?

SENATOR DIRKSEN:; I deoubt it wvery much. I
think that people still set high store by experience and
you can't say Dick Nixon doesn'tc have experilence in
government. I served with him in the House, I served
with him in f£he Senate, I served in the Senate under his
futelage as Vice-President, and as President of ¢€he
Senate I have Seen him in action I kXnow he i1s a goocd
student. He has given attention to his knitting. He is
familiar with world affairs, he 1is very realistic and very
perceptive, 50 that calls for a good deal, I believe,
in a candidate

MR. REYNCLDS: Senatcor, as fo the gquesticn
onn the basis of experience, do you belleve--and you have
been in the Senate, you have been in the Congress and
vocu have alsc been around the Wnite House a lot, do you
cnnink Ronald Reagan has the experience that qualifizss
nim to be President of the United States?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I have scen that gu=zstion
arise and I nhave seen 1t advenced and sometimes I think
back. You know, Abraham Linccln szrved cne term in
Cengress, 1847, 1848, and then to the Wigwam Conventicn
in Chicago and out of a clear blue sky over Seward and
all the rest, he was nominated for the presidency and
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elected and he goes across the threshold of the White
House with no administrative experience except as a
country lawyer.

MR. LAWRENCE: Senator, let's leave this--

SENATCOR DIRKSEN: No, we have got to button

M

this up.

MR, REYNOLDS: It seems to me from what you
have sald that Abraham Linceln turned out te be a pretty
good President. What I asked ycocu for is Reagan on the
basis of two years as Govemor cof California.

SENATOR DIRKSEN: It may ba with the grace
of God as I don't know what we would have done to scave
the Union, and with God's grace I think he did.

Now, then, Ronald Reagan, 1f he were 1in the
White House might suddenly 1in the face of great natlonal
challangs rise to it Just 1like ILincoln did, because
there 1s some steel 1In the fellow, you see, and I have
got to defend that, because wWho KnoWswhat name will come
ocut of that convention and I want to be prcud of any
names that coms out of there

MR, LAWRENCE: Senator, let's leave the
convention and gc bhack teo Washington, 1f we may.

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Who are we going to go
back with?

MR, LAWRENCE: I know that's why I asked you.
Do you think that the post-conventicn session can be
productive at all or do you bthink 1t might be just as
barren as it was, the meeting in 19607

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Bill, I remember those
other sessiong in between and after the conventicn, and
I know the peculiar lethargy tnav settles down and the
indispesitions knowing we ought to be back home visiting
with the people.

I¢ is one c¢f theose 1lnescapable things as ©o
what happenesd. They dc what is absclutely necessary
and perhaps not more than that, then seek tec button up
the session and geo home for the periocd of campaigning
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will he all tooc short as ;t is .

ME. LAWRENCE: Can you get a confirmation
for Abe Fcrtas as Chief Justices in that session?

SENATCR DIRKSEN: Our first problem will be
to get him on the Senate Judiclary Ccocmmittee, you nave
got to get his name on the Exccutive Calendar before
you can deal with 1t in the Scnate,  but that's one of
our problsms. You gave got two gun control bills thav
the House and Ssnate have to confirm, with wide divergence
between them Then we bave a supplemental military
appropriations bill and it has got billioneg upon
billions in 1t. That has to be done, S0 there is a
workload.

How long is it going to fake and what are
you finally going to fhrow ovarboard? That is a matlter
to be determinsd by the President because when the
Majority Leader and the Mincrity Leader phone and say,
"W are ready to quit if you have not got anything mcre
to do," if he says there iz, you have to stay.

MR. LAWRENCE: Do you think you can get
Fortas confirmed?

SENATCR DIRKSEN: If he gets tc the Scnate
floor and you can get by any proposed filibuster, he
will be confirmed because the votes are there.

HR. REYNOLDS: Thank vou very much, Senator
Dirksen, for being with us on "Issues and Answers.'

We will be back in a moment with Govearnor
Daniel Evans of Washington, the Keynoter for ths 1968
Convention
(Announcer)

ME. LAWRENCE: Governor Evans. as the
Keynofer of the Republican Convention, are you offering
the country anyitning nevw or is it the traditional
recitation of Democratic sins and Republican virtues?

GOVERNOR EVAIS: I hope it is something new.
I started out this preparation by reading all of the
Keynote speecnes of both parties since World War II, and



you are right, that's about what they were foer the mest

part And I don't really fhink it 1is worthwhile to spend
very much time condemning the present national administra-
tion If the people aren't tired of i1t now, I am not

going to help much, and I think they are tired of 1t

I think this year especially people arx
for a new leadzrship, they are locking for a& direc
the country ought to go. Lo be going instead of wh
went under either party in the past

MR. LAWRENCE: How much of this is your own
- . o - -
work and how much of 1t 1s censored by the Republican
establishment?

GOVERNOR EVANS: A hundred per cent my own.
They didn't ask to cegnsor it Actually, 1t hes nct sven
been seen by anyonc at the naticnal level. Hay Bliss
has asked to see 1t 50 he is Jjust awars of what has gone
into it, but no censcrsnip whatscever

I voluntarily have asksd Mr. Nixcon, Governor
Rockefeller., scveral of my fellow governors, Mayor
Lindsay and others for thelr thoughts and idesas, but no
censorship.

MR, REYNOLDS: Do LHhey have any idea whatl is
in this speech now? Do they know what you are going to
say”?

GOVERNOR EVANS: WMo

MR. REYNCLDS: Four yzars agcec, Mark Hatficzld
got into a controversy with his references to extremities.
Is there anything in yvour speech that is liksly to offend
important segments of the Republican Party?

GOVEERNOR EVANS., I den't think so. At least,
I hope net. I tinink there is a different atmosphere this
time .

Four years ago we secemed to be a party almost
bent on suicide, and this time I think we are a party

determined to win. I think this is the overriding fecature
of this convention. I think 1t will tend teoc bring people
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together in terms of the platform itself. TI hope 1t will
tend to bring people together in terms of the keynote.

I don't think we are going to see the
difficulties of four years ago in any respect.

ME. REYNOLDS- Do you have any fears that the
platform might be found in conflict with the keyncte
sSpeech?

COVEERNOR EVANS: No, but whether 1t will be
or not, I don't really believz so. There might be a
different emphasis to the keynote and the platform
Certainly the platfcorm can gc¢ into much more dsastailed
specifics than a 20- cr 25-minufe keynote.

- U e

MR. LAWRENCE: Can you sUmmarize the highlights
of the keynocte? What is it that you see as the kaynote
of this 1968 campaign, what are the issues?

GOVERNOR EVANS: The first thing I did in
preparing the keynofe was fo sit down and kind of figure
out in my own mind just where this country seems to be
and what our major problems see2m to be, where the jump-
of f point was, where dc we go from here

And I think there n=2s been almost an
obsession over the past four years with Vietnam. and,
of course, there has toc be. This is an important issus
and we have got to resocolve it

But as between the priorities of a war abroad
and a war at nome--and I think that's virtually what we
have--1 think we have not been paying enough attention
to cur internal pricrites. I think it is the No 1
priority now; at least, we ought to live it in terms of
the present and pay more attenticn to what we are doing
here at home.

MR. LAWRENCE: Is the solution to the problem
our cities and our society in general now, or arse you
talking about law and order?

GOVERNOR EVANS: No, no, I am talking about
the solution We are not going to have law and order for
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very long 1f that's where it begins and ends.

We can talk about the effect of the problems
that beset our ccuntry, and I think we ought to deal with
those and deal with them firmly, but we ought to deal
much more Importantly with the causes that lead {o these
difficulties.

MR. LAWRENCE: Fcr the Republican Party. do
you strike out beldly then in advocating expenditures and
projects and movements that, let's say, your represcnta-
tion in Congress has generally rejected?

GOVERNCR EVANS: T don't think 1t 1is
necessarily just a massive expenditure of money. This
is important, these broad, new programs are important, but
really the keynocte, I think, takes a..little different
tack.

It does aim at domeztic priorities as being
very important and then deals with them in fterms of a
new partnership that I think is excepticnal to be a ncw
partnership of government, of private enterprise and of
the individual citizen

I think this threce-way partnership, we haven't
really developed up till now, and I think it 1s mocst
important

MR. REYNOILDS: A lot of people have bean
talking about this partnersnip. Do you have some specific
plans as to how toc effectuzte 1t7

GOVERNOR EVANS: I think the private sector
of cur economy, I think if is important now to work on
low-cost housing wnich so many of osur cities need and
the redevelopment 2f c¢ifizs with the training of
disadvantaged pecople for job opportunities threugh

governmental programs Indirectly private industiry
profits and now pays taxes to various levels of the
gocvernmant. Those taxes come beack in terms of these

massive programs

I think we ocught to short circult the process
and have our industry accept and assume some of these
responsibilitices. I think there is a new capitalism that
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is called for, a capitalism of soclal enterprise.

I don't think it nececssarily has to be just
an act of charity on the part cf business, buf I think
perhaps 1t is even a way tc make a proflt and s$ill relate
much more dirgctly to the social issues .

MR. LAWRENCE: You have relegated Vietnan
from the No. 1 or the all-nominating issue, at least,
fo a secondary position?

GOVERNOR EBEVANS- T wouldn't doewngrade 1its
importance. I think we ocught to 1ift the domestic
Situation ’

-

ME, LAWRENCE: What do ycu think about Viefnam?
Do you think in the view of many people that ws shouldn't
have been there in the first place, or that we ought to
bring massive military pressure ©o end it or where do
you fall in this theolcgical split?

GOVERNOR EVANS: First, T don't believe it
Serves any great purpose to go into the last dozen yeoars
of our history and try to pecint the finger or lay the
blame for our present predicament. It has covered scveral
administrations. We have almost by error got to where we
are but here we are, and the problem is where do we go
from here. I think it i3 foolish for any candidate or
for any one of us to say here 18 a one, two, fthree way
in which to end the war in Vietnam. I don't fthink 1t is
very £asy.

I think, instead, the most important thing
fhat could happen right now 13 for a new administration
to come to power, a new administration that would not be
hampered and hemmsd in by the many, many activities and
statements made by fhe present national administrztion

I @on't think we can say today, "Here is
exactly how we end the war," any wmore than Franklin
Roosevelt in running in 1944 could say, "Here is precisely
how we will win World War II," or General Eisenhower said
in 1952, "Here is precigely how we will win tne Korean War

He said, "I will go to Korea, I will do my

best "
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I think the wvery fact of ancther administration
is s¢ very important.

(Break for cemmercial. )
MR. EBEEYNOGLDS. Governcr, you have crdercd a
priority in preparing this speech. I am sure that you

are anxious for the rssponse.

Wnat do you think will bring the loudest
response from the convention to your keynotes speech? What
do ycu think they will be the most responsive to?

GCVERNOR EVANS: I am not preally guite sure.
I do make the statement in the course of the keynote speech
that in essence there is no ecxcuse for weakness and there
is no justification for lawlsessness, -and I am sure that
this will bring substantial response

But it 1s immediately followed Dy the general
statement that strength is no substitute for scund
policy, and you can't base law and corder on any quality
and injustice. I think you have got to have that base or
lsw and erder will never prevail

MR. REYNOLDS: What do vou mean by, "There is
no excuse for weakness'?

GOVERNOR EVANS: This really aims as much to
our approacn to forelgn policy as 16 does to our domestic
policy.

MR. LAWRENCE: Do you nave 1in your speech
about extremism anything about vieolence not being a vice
and moderation not a wvirtue?

GOVERNOR EVANS: That was guoted once before.

MR. LAWRENCE: And not ftoo successfully

GOVERNOR EVANS3: So it is a 1ittle difficult
to know Jjust what the exact mood of the delegates might

be and what might draw the most response.

MR. LAWRENCE: So far asgs the pcoclitics of this
convention i3 ccnecerned, do you beliceve with Senator Dirksen
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that Nixon has got the thing all locked up?

GOVERNOR EVANS: Well, it appears tnat way
I have had an oppcrtunity during the past several days to
talk to people in both Governor Rockefeller’s camp and
Mr. Nixon's camp. I have scen a varicty of polls on
delegates and none of them agreec, butbt interestingly enough
the big differznce is in how much sStrength Governor Reagan
really will have on the first balloit. I think if he has
less than 200 votes, Mr Nixon has it all wrapped up.
If he has 260 or 270 votes, if he begins to gather a
sWwing, then I think it might very well be an open convention.

2

MR. REYNOLDS+ Do you think-the rezl threat
to Nixon, then, is Governor Recagan?

GOVERNOR EVANS: I think +4n stopping Mr. Nixon,
yes Seems to me every one of the polls seems fo indicate
pretty clearly that Governor Rockefeller's first-ballot
strength will be something around 300 votes, and I think
he has brought about as many people from Mr. Nixon as he
can The guestion is, how much Governor Reagan will take.

MR. REYNOLDS: And the guestion a2lszo 1is,
how much Goeverncr Reagan will pick up as the convention
goes along?

GOVERNOR EVANS: Yes.

MR. REYNOLDS: Do you cnhink 1t more likely
that the Nixon pecople will go Tor Governor Reagan rather
than Governor Rockefeller?

GOVERNOR EVANS: I just don't know. If
tomorrow Mr. Nixon were to remove himself completely and
all the delegaftes had a chance to choose between Governor
Rockefeller and Governcr Reagan, I don't know how they
woulad go. I think 1t 1s pretty unclear at the present
time .,

If I had to make a choice I would say prcbably
Governor Rockefeller.

MR, LAWRENCE: What about ycur own stata?

GUVERNOR EVANS: I think three-guarters of the
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delegates are for Rockefeller rather than Reagan, but
that 1is nct certain,

MR. LAWRENCE: Who is your choice?

GOVERNOR ®BVANS: I s3aid this many months ago,
that as the Keynoter T didn't think it was wise to come
before a convention as hotly ccntested, so fto speak, ©oO
advocate any once candidate. I don't intend to mako a
decision or to announce a decision until probably Tuesday
morning.

MR. LAWRENCE: Your state has 24 delegate
votes. How are they divided as of now?

GOVERNOR EVANS: I think i1t depends a 1little
bit We may be fortunate cor unforftupate in being near
the end of a ballot If it locks by the ftime the roll
call gets to Washington that Mr MNixcn has 1t pretty
well wrapped up, I think virtually all the wvotes will be
Tor Mr. Nixon.

If 1t is an open ceonveanticn, 1f it looks like
it is gocing for scome time, 1t could go as far as maykbe
half for Mr. Nixon and the remaining guarter each for
Governor Reagan and Governor Rockefeller.

We now nave two or three declared people for
Governcr Rockafeller. We probably will have on the first
ballct one cor two or maybe ELthree for Governor Recagan.
the rest for Mr. Nixon.

MR, REYNOLDS: What effsct do you think these
recent polls have had?

GOVERNCR EVANS: I think there 1s a credibility
gap as far as the polls are concerned. I think people
are generally confused with these pells taken almost at

4

the same fimc and so widely atc varilance.

I think thers 1is one thing wrong where this
yvear these polls have askad an indicator of who can win
the presidency They d¢ ignore to a certain extent the
third and rather regional candidacy of Governor (Gecrge
Wallace.
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The President is selected by electoral voctes
and it doesn't do much good for a Republican ftoday to be
a close second in all the states of the Scuth. We don't
get any votes that way .

I think you have to give Governcr Wallace
50, maybe 75, maybe as high as 100 votes, electoral votes.
We have to find our victory somewhere else .

MR, LAWRENCE: Do you do this because 5¢ much
of ycur party thninking is built arocund the Scuthern vote?
I am now thinking of Nixon as a nominee rather than Rcagan
cr Rockefeller.

GOVERNOR EVANS. I think we have to put the
strongest possible campalgn together with a lot of
enthusiasm to get behind it. I thin¥® we can carry 1t with
a Republican nominee, noft Jjust one Kepublican ncominee but
perhaons any one of several.

But it seems to me we are golng to have o
do it in the West and the Midwest and the FHEast rather than
expect overwnelming support from the Scuth.

MR. REYNOLDS: In your wrifing off the South,
that's just about what you have done. the Republiican Party.
then, 1is really discounting Governor Reagan as a2 poessibility?

GOVERNQR EVANS: Let me noft say that we write
off the entire South. When I zaid Mr. Wallace would have
maybe 50 votes, I think you are talking aboutbt the Decp
South, four, maybe five stafes that he is very likely to
carry, and I don't think any Republican candidate is
likely to beatf him in thoese s5tates

There are many ofther border stat: in some of
the Scuth that Governor Reagan might verv we
Mr HNixon might carry, I thiak to a nuech lesser degree
Governor Rockafeller.

MR. LAWRENCE: Whoegcver you nominate, you are
going fto need a strong selection.

GOVERNOR EVANS: That's right.

MR. LAWRENCE: Is your keynots speech in any
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way a piftch for yourself as the vice-presidential nominee?

GOVERNCR EVANS: UWNot as far as I am concerned
No, I am & candidate for reslection as (Governor. The
primary isn't even concluded in our state. It will be
very detrimental for me to break out in mid-campaign to
find all this turmoil and the real likelihood that we
might lose the State of Washington to a Democratic
candidate

_ MR. LAWRENCE: As a candidate for reelection,
do you have any feceling that any one of these nominees
would help you more than the other?

]

GOVERNOR EVANS: Well--
MR. LAWRENCE: Y&s, you do?

GOVERNOR EVANS: I a
I don't think 1t is guifte so 1imp
After all, I was elected for the
Democrat incumbent in 1964.

m not about to say, but
ortant 1in ocur own state
first fime against a

MR, LAWREWCE: Part of the Demccratic
landslide

GOVERNOR EVANS: Right, so they have shifted
back and forth secveral times in the past.

MR. REYNOLDS:; Governor, you say it wcould not
be right for you to be the vice-presidential nominee
although, of course, vou might have some different views
if a nomineec for the presidency asked you that question.

How 1mportant do you think the election of
the vice-presidential ncominee will be this year?

GOVERNOR EVANS: I think pretty important
Obviously, your presidentlal candidate is the most
important, he 1s going to carry most of the vote, but T
think pecple lock at the vice-president in a much
different light now than they did even a few years ago.
The assassinations of the last several years, the problems,
the load of the presidency 1tsclf means that the vice-
president 1s going to have a much more important part to
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play and must b2 veady to step in if necessary as the
President .

MR. REYNOLDS: Should he be a man whose views
arve totally in concert with those of the presidential
nominee or should he bring to play other areas to support
the ticket? If, for example, you have Mr. Nixon as the
presidential nominec, should you try to gat somecne who
would try to appcal to the big citizs, to the Negroes,
or is the Republican Party going to make an effort this
vear to effect this kind of victory?

GOVERNCOR EVANS: T ccecrtainly hope we do. I
think 1t is very important thait ws do Fust that. 1 think
the presidential nomince has to have sSomcone he can Dbe
comfortable with, he rvan work with, an artificial wedding,
a shotgun wedding., I don't think, is™a very gocod thing,
put it doesn't mean that his idezg have to be exactly in
concert.

If a presidential nominee's prime interest
and background 1s in the field of foreign affairs, perhaps
he should look for someone whose experience is in totally
different fields, particularly with the cities.

MR, LAWRENCE: Do you have a favorite?

GOVERNCR EVANS: Ho, I don't have a favorite
yet. You almost have £o eliminate your vice-presidential
favorites by one, at least wnen fhe presidential nomince
is selected, btut after that, I think we are fortunatec as
a party to have as many gcecod new faces coming along as we
do, Senator Percy, Mayor Lindsay, Mark Hatfield, Ed Brocoks,
many good pecple in all branches of government.

MR. LAWRENCE: Goverpnor, you have spoken now
many times abouf the importance of the role of the 26
Republican Governors and the sztatus they should have
within the party, egpecilally as opposed to the
Congressional Blec which is always dominant.

Havecn't the govae
though, by their inabllity ¢
a presidential nominee?

rnors fumblcd the ball again,
c Tind any consensus abgcut

GOVERNCR EVANS: T don't really think so The
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governors during the past four years have formed a much
closer working relationship. I think the recason wWe
didn't all congregate behind one candidate this fime 1is
becausc there 1s just a division of opinion. I don't
think any governor dislikes any of the candidates They
may have rcasons for preferring one over the other, but
this convention 1sn't polarized tc thes extent, perhaps,
that the 1952 convention was, so I think it is a
different kind of convention I don't know what is
going to happen in the next ssveral days.

MR, TAURENCE: I have followed ycou from
Colorade Springs and Jackscon Hole and the Virgin Islands
and Palm Beach, and always the agrzemeft was going to
come at the next meeting, but in the final analysis,
you never could agre

)

(i

GOVERNOR EVANS: I think maybe 1t was not
fthe governors theamselves that really indicated fthey were
ever really going to get together I think it wasg the
anticipation of others that they ought to or might
Thers may be soms governors that felt that way, of cours

I juszst thiak that therc 1s enough respect in
and regard for the presidential candidates that there
just couldn't bes any coalifion behind one.

MR, REYNOLDS:. Do veou think tnis iz the sort
of conventicon that could nominate Governor Reockefaeller
or maybe Ronald Reagan and go out cof Miami Beach feeling
that the will of the convention has been exprrssed?

GOVERENOR EVANS: I don't think they can
2asily nominate cither of fthose two men because 1 dc
think that Mr WNixon is far out in front. I den't think
he has it locksd up or as Senator Dirksen said, "In the
vag."

He 1s out in freont. 1 think it 1s possible
that either of those two govornors might bsat him I
think there is even a remote possibility 1If the three
men wers toc wind up deadlocked, fThal some obther person
coculd ceme in as a dark hoersc

MR, REYNOLDS: Do you think Nixon will make
it on the first ballot?

e
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GOVERNOR EVANS: I think fhe second ballot
where some of the favorite sons will step aside znd let
their delegations go where they will. TIf hes doesn't
then, there will be a real chance of some other nominee

MR. REYNOLDS- What do you think 1t will be?

GOVERNQOR EVAUS - I think who 15 elected will
get it on cither the first or the sccond ballot. I don's
quite see tnat 1t is locked up It is clcse.

MR. LAWRENCE: Do you think that 15 because

there 15 no regponsive enthugsiscm for him?
-

GOVERNOR EVANS: Some men dyaw enthusiasn,
others don't draw that much enthusiasm, but 1t doezsn't
mean they are less capable or svaen less capable of winning
an elicction

He came pretty clogse eight years ago: he 1
very, very tcugh and an appsaling candidate and a charmed
candidate

MR. REYNOLDS: You are sStafing that Nixon
can wWin?

GOVERNOR EVANS: Any of cur candidates can
win, yes, we hope that with any Republican candidate we
are goling to do everything we can., and I think we are
going to nomninate the next Precident

ME. REYNQLDS: Thank wvou for helng With us
today on "Issues and Answers



