MEET THE PRESS
Sept, 11, 1051

3:00 - 3230 P
MEC Telavizion

GUEST: Senator Everett Dirksen (R.~I1L.)

rakEL:  Trving Pflaum, Chicamp Sun-Times
George Tagze, Chicago Tribune
May Craig, Portland (me.) Press Herald
Lawrence Spivak, Regular Panel wvember
Martha Rountree, hoderator

ISS HOUNTRER: Good evening ladilies and gentlemen, members of
= o 1]

the press paunel, and our guest, Senator Dilrksen, Senator, LD you're

ready, we'll start in with the cuestioconing., +«eill let Mrg, Craig

e

heve the First questicn.
MRS . CRAIG Senator, the Gallup ?Poll said this morning the
voters would like to hove sowo new faces asrfresidential ¢ andidates.
Are you o candidate for President?
SETATCR DIRKSEN: I am not and may LI add that I remember wie t
the Gallup Poll said in 1943,
MRS. CHALG: Wouldn'! € you like tn be if 1t came your woy ?

STNATOE DIRESE': A1l 1 cxy say -t the @woment 1s thot I'm

net o condidate.

»
st
i

. CRaZ5y Between General siscnhowcr and Taft, who seem te
be tihe lsoding Regublicana, wihlch would you ba Tor?
SEFATCHE DITESZ ¢ Let me ouolilfy the cnswver by sgyins L am
for o Republicon, and you know to wiom sttt toz definitely nuolies

witrout =ny ecoulvoecation or doubth,

S38,. CHALG: Won't you name 1t?



SENATOR DIRKSEY: VYes, Zob Yaft.

MRS, CRAIG:s Wnhy do you think the ‘tcoublicans are worthy bto
vin?® Is 1t enough just to criticize Toe administration and to tant
te win? What do you hove te offer  Could you say briefly?

SENATCR DIRESEM: I could sgy 15 the answer 12 not too long,
that we'll acdvence 4 progrom bothh on trhe domestic and on thoe foreign

front, and I'w confident thot out of the dsliberztions of the Heoub-

lican Party =znd Convention Asscmbly in fhiscvory tovn in July oir 185

wople, and I think of cource th. &t we'll join the iszue ond
2t lonz last glive thewm 2 crolce ns botween vwhzt they've got todoy and
vhat I regard aza fundamental ond unequlivocol Americonism,

RS, GCRAIG: Senoter, the pocvle hove net thousht ¢« for o

good many e¢loctions, why do ocu think they'll ho differcent this tlme ¢

SEFATOR DIRKSHE!': Tnere cre raascons perhcos. The reason wa
be partly the condidote, partly toc foet thot the Deoublicen Porty
did not with thot degres of militancey «nd vivor that L thirk thaey

ought to put Into 2 campoaign, assert their couac,
WISS ROUNTREE: Did I understond from rour -nswer TO
lrs, Croig!'s cuestion thot you weren' t sure tht Sernerl Zisenhover
1s 2 Republicun?
SENATOR DIRKSEYN:; I think there is some doubt btocouse I sce
people speculs ting on the subject cna some golny over or specld
trips to ascertaln vhethor the Gomreol vould accept o nowin-ficn on

the Jomoeratic tickst ovy the Hepubllicar ticket,



IR, SPIVAK: How do you .xoloir Tho itetb thit “cpublicans
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wey and Duff and Lodge ond Stosscon ond Sl tonstall, 11 men

vho know thelr polities, hove o~ 11 come out Yor Eisenho.oor in 15279
SEWATCY DIRKSEN: I don't oxplaia it. Thot's the long and tho

snort of it.

o

. 3PIVAR: Do jou think 1bt's clthor zZood nrx wise poliey
this early in The pame to cons out for Eisenhover?
SENATOR DIRISEN: I hove sowme doubtg obout it busoon the
othisr hond, r. Republican, nimsly Senttor Taft of Thio, hos pro-
ented himself to thsc country over o mriod of tiwmc, ond hae has rarec
“npenl for wo.
§E. SPIVAE: Do ,ou think Genersl Ziscnho or could be stosoe d
if he r.olly w nts the nomin: tion if ho eame out for it?
SENATOY DIRKSEN: 1 wouldn!'t know -3 o miutter of fict. 1 think
it's rather corly to make 2 dotermination of thot., But they hd o
oo of dologntes veo v Erendod the Y44 ~nd 148
Convention ond it secms to wme 1t shovoed up rather well Tor the vory
distinguisncd Republica: from Chio.

M. 3PIVal:  Lt's being

suggoested tie tickst moy vory well bo
Generd slscrhover ond Zverett Dirkser. " ould you comsgider rurnring
with Gonerel Eilscihovsr 1f lishtnign struck?
SA'ATCR DIREKSIY: Suppose o - it urtll v mut to thot bridge.
v, ¥IAx: Deocs thot wmoon yos, Scootor?

S0 DIRKSEN: I you don t aine, let me apolify just o

[ 9]

little. You reocmbor on ong othur oceoslion I ooild since the prrty

(v

critrustod me with the responsibility of fervine ~s Cholrm-n of tho



Senatorisl Compoilgn Cowmnittec, I do hove o very distinet job of try-

ing to bring cbout the clioctiorn of o Republican Sennte in 1952, And

wrniffestly B've been vratiior rotlcert zbout diseussbn of erndidatos so
fer s thie Yrosidency o the Vieco-Presideney ore corcerncd and L

simply wront to 2dd thnt the jurilor Swooter fronm Illinois is not =

MR. SPIVAK: But didn't you just come out for Scndor Taft

SENATOR DIRESENF: T wos spedting cbout wmysclf,

MR. 87 IVAK: But L moon you did comz out for o caodidate.

SEL..TCH DIRKESEN: Yesindcod.

M. PPLAUN:  Itts ohwout thhi ¢ didarte that I'd like fto
cusstoon you beecuse 1 looked wd your voblng rocord 2nd I looked up

the record on five imoatont recunt votes 1n the Sonate of #ir. Repub-

licon, and I found th:t he wos votin; ~2ainst you or you were voting

cooinst him orn 221 Jive of those 1.sucs. <y guestlor 1s tre you o
Reoublicon 1Y he 1s o Zepubllicon?

SETATCR DIRESIT:  There ¢xm bo differences botueon poople 1In
2 opgrty. I found wysclf c¢m o ignicg 21l ovor the country in '44 and

'48 for Govornor Jsovey wnd I took rore lssuc with him on o good many

0f the challenging issues st the tiwe,. This @ 2s true of Willkie

2y

. - ; - . N . 3 s a1 _
in 19490, T compoloned for 41llkio but cortoinly didn’ £ 3ce oye to

eye vi th nin,

in. PPLLUM: These ~rer't smoll issucs.  They ~ro irbernation:d

ond o tior sl ouc ot iona. You rofer te Jenttor Loft s wir. Republicenn

| 1

and your condidots, and .t L ou distgrece with him on those issucs.
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any indicotion, I rather frney thnt Zob Taft would have the anjor
wppenl for the people,
VR. TLGGE: Is thot why you're for hin, Semator?

SEN,TOR DIRKSEN: TI'o fer hiwm baocouse first of 21l he is o
colleogue, sccondly he is n fricend, 2nd third we sort of speck the
seme lonnguage when 1t comes to the fundomentol thincs.

MR. TiGGE: But you vote diffcocrently,

SEI..TOR DIRKSEX: Yes, .nd I think ;s - motter o fach, tho
issuc in Chie in 1950 2nd tho issue 1n Illinols i1n 1950 wos nearly on
~11 fours ne 1t wos presonted to the voters.

VMRS, CR.LIG: Scrnntecr, 1t hos boen sz2id in the o st th the
Ropublicon Farty is the porty of proocrty and privilege. The Demo-

crots zlwoys cloaim Bo be The porty of the pceonle ond for soclnl

cdvancgs. L notico you pliclk out og the overriding ilssuc wmoney ond

finnonce ond so forth, Do sou not 2lso hove any strong foeling on the
o J i}

scerod condltions 1n thie country?
SE,.TOR DIRXSEN: I don't krnow thot I wicked out finsnce os

the overriding issuc, clthough I w11l soy this with rcspect Lo the

fiscol issuc, thot 1if the fiscol sclvency -nd the fiscal structurce of

the country goes, ther rnothing clse will nmoke o grent ded of differ-

o2
ence,  Thon wo'll orobobly be in the some fix they ~re in 1in Greot

Britaoin where they becnme clmost mendle-nt -nd beecame peorpetasl L

§

pcnsioners for sowe other ccocuntry. .nd thoo's truc of “ponce like-
\.f_r:L g0 .

VA8, CRLIG: oy I oosgic vou in rezord to thot phrose Y"perpetunl
) v 5 - =

pensioners", you alsc sooke of the fnet thet the people of Sre-t

@]



Britain were not wi lling tc make sccririces. Lave you becn there
vrecently to sse how they live, how poorly they live with hardly any
meat cor eggs cr wilk?
SENATCR DIRKSHEI: Did I s~y they don't moke ary sncrifices?
I don't krcw thot I ever made that statement., I & say this, how-
ever, where the primary interest 1s tlhirs, thna wmejor svcerifice

should be thelrs 2lsc,

SIHATOR DIAKSEN: T Linve no dcuot they 2rs bhocause thelr
standards of living ore such, ~ccorcding to o rspat 1t the o esent

1

time and were when I woz in Pritedn in

H
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oin in 1947, that
there cor bBe no doubt thy £ They mode =ome s2crifice and still 2re.
M, 3PIVAK: Senztor, jyour critics czll you an isol-tionist.
ars you an isol-tlomasmt?
SENATCE DIRKSEN: Af

Tr1l give yow o Saswer.

WM. SPIVLEKE:  I'm only permitted to 23k aucsticns, 3entt or,

not to Answer them. You know wh=zt I mearn when I sy =2n iscl:tionist.

)

SEI_.T0X DIRKSENW: Wo, fronkly I don'i, Lr. Spivak

wg

o~

frankly the sentbtry and the lediss of the pross hihve such facilitiss

for developlng torms 1ike intervertioniscs ond lsol-rtionist where the
meanings ore pot simply precisc ong L simply dc nob roecognize the

terms., I've -luvays thought of mysell .2 » =moderaticonist rather thon
ocne vho embraccs eltle » axfrerc.

sou thoink we'vs gone too for in qaving mili-
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a
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tory aid or prepesing wmilinor, -~10 o curooe?

s



SENTOR DIRKSHT: Tho bost answer 1e the

my position 13t week when L offcrcd 2n amendmen
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M, SPIVAL: Whot dogs th © hove to do with voting agoirns t
ti:o dreft net?
SEF._T0R DIARSEN: Taxt wos only port of vt 73 o motter of

invelved 1 shipment of

Ladoyou discover now of coursc th-t wvhoro thay
th-t they were going to send o hundred thousand

1

Mord 211 comes bofure o cosnlttec ol the :lousa
»ad Indiecntes th t by the ond of faiscil 1952 o
orob:bly nove up to Z00,000 troopnsg 1n Lurspo.
M. SPIVLA Do »ou thirck v could hove
we hodn't had o denft et, to ufond oursclves, o

troops to Durcpu.

troops to 4urovc.
thought by defirition
truons, Gonosrol

ST nepresentatives

c.lond r 'h2, wo'll
gottern crnousn men 1f

evor mind sonding



SEN.TOR DIRLSEY : iy Irisvrd, y u hove forgetbton of coursce
th~t UMT was sending tffops to surcpe ond the powers o the Presidort
verec oll rolled In ono in Bh-t ncet,
iR, SPIV.Xy Lou voted agoinet the draft cct bucouso you
didn't wort these troops tc go o furope,
SEILICR DIRKSEY: I wns vot willing flest of 1L to oo “long
with the kind of UMT thot thoey scorve bocrusce 1t siwmply cntrusted to
o sceurlty troaining coumissiorn the vhole power to run that show, T
was ret villiens bt thot tive ccortrinly to sord troops to Zurope untll
I could sco more clonrly the nced for 1t ~d vhetior or rot 1t wuld
diminieh the vitoldity of owricn vd bue o tax upun our enphceltby hore,
Ubviousgly if you've zocinz toe hove scldicrs, you' ve sof bt hove on
extensilcn of the ¢r It ~ct, but throt w-o 2nly one of fouwr or five
legel components in the ~ct.

#R. PPLLUM: I was intcepcosted I thoe Scrater!s reasons for
thot vote. oo who ope of five ~zoirst the dreft cect. Thot wos one of
the votes L sentioned whore Sonctor Zob Lof€ was o the othor side.
You told us worliar Scn o er, e i1z o zood I'ricnd of yours, you shnrg
hig fund-omentnl views and 82 on, HWhnb moerc hils roncens for voting
the othor wiy ?

S5y TOR DIRKSHET

e

I don't know., _.g o wmatter of fact, I sup-
posc they were cdvoneed but L oenrn'% sy I w0 too familinr with his
vicws Tt the moment,

MR, PRPLAUM:  Would 7ou =.y, Imowins just whv t you do know,

thot you discgres with his roosons £ cooreving of t



SEN.TCOR DIRNSEN: I romembher so very voll of courso
quorrcl with the s thority thd the fresident orrogotoed to
but hod on ides thct there certoinly wns ro hrrm 1n sending

]

Al I troops to Lurope,

. PRL.UL:  nd

you disogroc with him?

SHEN.LTOR DIR-3E: well I den't kno, that thers'sany
ticulnrly in s onding four divisions but L w ndcr how nuch
boe cceomplishieda

MR. PYL.UM: Tho jou cenlly disagroee with him on ¢

SEN.TCR DIRKSEN: Thot's razht, -nd £ ftaey we vdl
upcn other thin s sz wntter of focte For instuonce, nnd ¢
2f intercst, o disogroe ov old to sductkion, T othink unde

circumstorcos » might zo wlonz. -—ub certrinly T will rot
Ieying >ut of 200 milliorn dell-ors of fodernl fTunds overy y
time whon we're confrort.d vith the poszibility of an unb-

got thot will show o 65 billion doficit 1n 152 =nd it micht

20 billdicw <doficrt in JTiscnl 1953,

1
el

ths viocw

SENLICR DIRRSE 2 serie oxtent,th~t's right,
R, PFL.LUM:  _ro you suggestivg t2 us 1f the lopubl

ey
[N

ir T82 gomshov or sthur 2o'll cuoy, tlhe bulzlt wall

-

toxes wlll zo dovn?

SEFL.TOR DIRLSE: « iy Tirst irtorcst of coursce is to
ponditures 2ot rovoenucs 1o 1ine o thit we hive o brlrnecd

ne
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MR. PPLLUM:  We're -11 inter.stol in thit, o you think it

vill be deone in 1529
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SOIN..TCR DIARKSE : 1In i

ME. PFLAUM: o, if t:o Hepublicans win In the olcction

Lieits M Sty

Cortainly they!'ll «nke =2n ¢ffort 2t 1t and
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if I wore charged with tho rosponsibility, I woulsd lonve nothing
undone to be mevins in th-t Jdurcetion s thht vithin o yeor or two

<t least you would hove o balanced bulzut boenuse I think it'hs

-

furd amental to the very destiny of .acrien,
MR. PFL.UM: Why is it your cilleaguse from ILllincis, 3gn tor

To cutb Jown the

Dougleg,/ie ~ttenpting I think ir o rothor dccont way
budeet nnd bring thin s in b l-co, vwhy 1s 1t th t move

nob suppert hin?  why o thoy v 1T wrtil 195627
SELTCR DIRRSE ;. I e s y s oo tbor of fact he's gotten o

good desl of suvnert fron the SJepunlican sile, for the copndments

M. PELOTe Sovie of then hove o2t vrovolilod.

QATN,LTCH DIHISEE . L oreswne thore oroe some for reasons best
v Lo bhionsolves, Butb spoenlilrg Ior thoe jurnizre semtor fron
I1linzis, I tioieck if you'll coxomine 1t you'll fin? th-ot uniforaly I

hove suopported Scnttor —ouglos ond 1n won y ceonnecetions ho his sup-

[ - . o

vor ted e, cxeest thhr T ogut o sugport for thoe 260 miillicon cut in

the seonomle i) f2r Zurcoe rnor for tha SC0 million pro pusanl vhich

wog Adefented by 3ix votos 1 thy Sonte 18t wook,



P8, Ci.IG: Scncotor, you h ve orcdicted that the HRepublicons
will wirn in the next eloction., You have orly nomed one point for
vour progrom vhilceh is fiseccl solvencey or boloneing the budget.  Whot
clsc vould you s2y werc omong the oericcn prineiplos worthy of
tho clecetion?

winnin

JLTATCR DIERKSZ=N: Well shell I sceondly recite of course vhot

- ]
1 rocgord og

U]

ct

he greot morsl issuc that confronts the country. 1t is

L

,

best expresscd in cortoin times ond periods with trhe phrose "drive
the roscals out," It scoms to mo thot 2 degres cof
crrruption thnt 1s Zevelooosd In the foeder:zl structurc to the point

tho t those 1n power hove Jdoveloped nproprictory sense and thoy think

do

o

they cwm the povermament os 2 motter or foect, nd 211 you have t

i

s

2ad of the YWashington papers cvery day to see

L]

rceod the front m

) 1

first onc meral crisis oand scandol and then m other s 1 think it

has developed zoing to be

e ] (s

v
&
o

country o hostility thot iz
roatier sustainced oand wlll corry on till 1952 becousc this 1s cssen-
ticlly o moral country vhen 1% comes to public scrvice,
MRS, CR.IG: Thot is tw now - balance the budget and throw
the rascals out., Whot elsc wsuld ;ou name -s Ropublicon principles?
SINATOR DRKSEN: Thir! of cocursc, there will be 2 revision
T think of some 2f thesc soclol progroms thot wo hrve ot the prosant
tirie, I hove s5-id i cccasbrn thot one of the importont things th
we neced 1s o teuly cxpert lovostigoation of sone of the socld pro-
srams, novably the Suelzl Sccurity orogroam, I oam for it, but if they

o rtinue s they dv now with mar e pouple golng to publle assistaonco,

cgvon thcugh youlre ilnscribing o : pocple under the Insurance



A
ot

erovisicns of thoe Socicl Sceurlity, you ro finll, going to Zestroy
the whele occtucrinl bosc of the sccurity progrom, .2 of 211 tho
things th.t nocod sore sxpert attenticn, that woul”
Sl oglve g sttontion,
MRS, C2.IG: You didn't s~y anything sn the foreigr vrozran,
SEN..TOR DIRKSEN: Well therc is s.o 1little time :{ coursce in

pr ogrom of this kind t2 discucs =1l ~spoctsg 5f foreign 210, Sut

i

let me 37 thot evntrory T 011 the iwpllictitions o this torm, -

bi-prrtison forcign pslicy, & s£1ll belicve thot cpuirty worthy of
thhe nowe con dovelep Jrogrons 27 1ta own ond stand by 1t and chrry
it through wirthout Jepondirn: upin the prty zn the sther sile.

- = - ! ' - -, '
MR, 32IV.N: hy oo b othie Republicon froty fonoe thot?

SEN_.TOR DIRKSEN: o “or't hnew. Moybe thnt's ono reason vhy

the Hcoublicons vers rot restor.” o poywer. I 2elicve in develoning

sung simple issucs thrt ore ron’ily we’orstindable £ the poonle ~nd

then ossorting thew witi vigor - let the chips 711 wherc thsy moy

MRe B8PIVLE: Let's toke oo simple 1ssuc. How

YU o~
M o0

cile your vobe 2gninst the raft -ct ~nd jour copstant denunei-tion

- e

>¥ the Trumor oJainisteotion for moglecting sur :fenscs?

SEN..TCR DIRXKSEY: L hove Zerounced thom omly 1n thils rospecta.
Fr.m 1945 to 1980 15 five yo~rs, 070 L0 thit time i y.u'll bother
tu 1ok =t thoo recovt, tho C.oncrcss aporoprintes cver 90,000 illion

2211les - 20 b1lllion - 7o ool oosa, o 1ot ome oosk roua onoow vhere 1s

tiny deforse? o oweo v othey S0 cto floor this wver, ~ftorr ..o 7 bill

for '52 ¢ '53 which cgpros~tes 61 billion 23ll-rs for dcfonsc,

(e

- A T4
Th-t's not tihc whole story, b oeouso we nad 2 spoecinl brll Ter 55 bil-

li.v. lrat weck. whint'a nppen ol Lo tha onei?



MR, SPIVaX: Wwhere is the logic thouzh in - erlticnol ocriod
lik¢e this ir veting nsrinst or zct to bullt up trhe iliter, woeliin
witl monpover? Why do you vots ngoinst m o cet lilke thitt evern AT you
criticize the Trumon Jdainistration for doinz wint iv hog 2ice?
SEN.LTCH DIRKSHET: I you will bring - aroft et to the fio.or
°f tho House or Soncts vhers & hove o choneo to vote ~nd dan't en-
cumbeor it with 211 the perliphery vl t woeg 1n tho blll thot ws boefore
v, I certoinly will vote for it.

MR, SPIVLE: Doovs thofh moon you're s.rry for your vot

5 vobe

2zolnst LtY
SETLTOR DIRKSEN: Indced 4 nm not, boeruse you forget UWT
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0ill?  In the Juwigment of the jurlor S.ontitor froegw Illinols, 1t wasn't,
Theot'szs one of the recsons 4 vetel agrinst 1t,

Re. 8PIVak: Senster, don't youw think 1f wor comes 1t's
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7, SPIv.k: Son~bter, ve yuu ke d any roopax ts onm othie prugross
Genirel Zisahower hoa bou loo1n urono?
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