THE CONGRESSIONAL FRONT
BY CONGRESSMAN EVERETT M., DIRKSEN
16th (I1l,) DISTRICT :
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READY RECKONING.,
In the age groups from 18 to 38, one can roughly figure that there are .
a million men in each age bracket. Since it includes a 20 year period,
that means 20 million men. By the lew of averages, figure that a little
less than one third are physically disqualified, That means 6 millions.
It leaves 14 million available., If the armed services reach their
objective of 10,700,000 for Army, Navy, Marine and Coast Guard Service,
it means that 10 out of every 14 able bodicd meh between 18 and 38 will
be called for duty. The effect of this course upon our civilian econo-
my is such thet Congress is taking a careful look at the size of the
army to sce what can be done about prescrving business and agriculture.

DOGS IFOR DEFENCI.
Do you have a dog? Do you have one of thc=se friendly little pooches
who bites you.sver so gettly -and who juaps up on you when you come
hoire fror work? Do you have ‘one of theoee vivecious little purps who
i che joy and delight of the family arc who is worth his weight in
gold as a compenicii and friend? Sureiv, it makes you ponder on the
tecent press release from the Office of War Information that dogs are
o in sction oa scveral frorts to attask, guard, carry messages and do
cther militery chores. The release also states thet many of these dogs
treined Tor war arc housechold pets and will be returned to the owner
when the war is over. Ve got to wondering whcther they'll still be
pets, War is a grim business. Even man's best friend---the dog--must
be trained to do his part,

WILL ANYTHING BE SIMPLE AGAIN
Tn the weeck from Jonuary 31 to February 6, 1943, five war agoéncies is-
guch 221 press rcleases on metters within their jurisdiction, Thecre
wor s 37 from the 0ffice of War Information,90 from the War Production
3.7d, 9 fror the War Manpower Commission, 9 from the Office of Defense
Dr.pnsportation and 66 from the Ofrice of Price Information, From OWI
car~ such reo.cases as Quostiors and Answers on Filling Station Hours
s . Batcs Witn Youw Government. From WrB camc rclcascs like Jewelers
Mcr Now Apply For Jopper or Frozen Musicel Instrumonts Halvcd. From
War Manpower Commission. comes rcleascs titled Synthotic Rubber Man-
wower Plans Developed or Charlottcce Carr Joins War Manpower Commissione
F-sm ODT comes New Farm Transportation Plans and War Wagon Trailcr
"r.ted., From OPA comes New Ceiling Set On Feathers and Indian Handi-
cvafts Exempted From Price Control., Tnink of 221 releases from only
5 agencies in a single week, Will things ever be simple again?

MR, HENDERON SERVES A PURPOSE,
Leon Henderson, one-time Price Czar and now a member of the Ex~-Society
(meaning an ex-official) was not popular with a substantial group of our
citizenry but he has served a most useful purpose. In fact he may have
unwittingly made a substantial contribution to balanc¢ed government. By
prescribing rules and regulations on prices and rationing and by state-
ments which were at times not too courteous in sound, he incensed many
people. Their indignation was reflected in Congress. ©Senators and
Congressmen were incensed, Their indignation was not appeased. Their
indignation was not appeased when Mr, Henderson departed from govern-
ment service, They quietly determined that an investigation should be
made to see whether a government bureau could exceed it's powers, in-
fringé the rights of the people, and punish people without an impartial
trial, Having so determined, a resolution was introduced and enacted
to investigate the rules, regulations, forms, orders, directives and
procedures of all sagencies of government. That investigation is now
under way. Out of it will no doubt come a proposal to create a com-
mittee of Congress to pass on such regulations, rules, forms and orders
before they become applicable to the public. If this is done, it will
be the greatest single forward step in a generation in curbing abuses
and excesses in government. Thus did Mr, Henderson furnish the moving:
reason for Congressional action and better supervision of the operations
of the executive agencies of government. What was it Mr., Shakespeare
said about sermons in stones, books in brooks and good in everything?




