
Remarks, Release, Interviews Item-Level Listing 

 

1936 

1936/1/11 “The Congressional Front” 
Subjects: The opening week of the congressional session; the president’s budget 

message; the Supreme Court’s invalidation of the Agricultural Adjustment Act and 

the impact; facts about the soldiers’ bonus legislation 

1936/1/13 Remarks, Congressional Record 

Subjects: Debate over S. 395 dealing with protections from undue competition for 
attorneys in the District of Columbia 

1936/1/18 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: Soldiers’ bonus bill; the Government Printing Office; fractional coinage; 

deaths attributed to silicosis; petitions to Congress; a resolution to investigate the 

Federal Communications Commission and the regulation of radio stations; a new 
farm program in the wake of the Supreme Court decision invalidating the 

Agricultural Adjustment Act; Senate’s Nye investigation of financial transactions 

during World War I 

1936/1/25 “The Congressional Front” 
Subjects: The National Archives; curbing federal courts; mail order divorces; odds 

and ends; legislative verbiage; a new farm act; immigration bills 

1936/2/1 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: Administration of the Bonus Act; Illinois’s payments of internal revenue 

taxes on liquor; controversy over Bainbridge Colby’s address to a national 
conference of women’s patriotic organizations; polio; Reconstruction Finance 

Corporation; Chanute Field; time zone legislation; House consideration of 

appropriations for the Interior Department 

1936/2/5 Remarks, Congressional Record 

Subjects: Debate over the Guyer bill to restore prohibition in the District of 
Columbia; the nationwide interest is the result of lobbying by temperance groups; 

the nature of liquor regulation in the District; challenges the statistics cited by 

Congressman Guyer about the extent of alcohol abuse in the District; provides 
extensive statistics on liquor-related arrests and auto accidents, revenues and 

expenses associated with liquor establishments; the economic impact of repeal 

legislation 

1936/2/8 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: Odds and ends; functions of the Coast & Geodetic Survey; corn 
production and subsidies; expiration of the Neutrality Act of 1935; statistics on 

passports; Boy Scouts; a bill to prevent the influencing of votes in federal 

elections; legislation to update the Pure Food & Drug Act of 1906; appointment of 
wives to fill the seats of their husbands in Congress 

1936/2/15 “The Congressional Front” 
Subjects: Reflections on the country’s founding; claims filed with the War Minerals 

Relief Commission; a commission to make the 150th anniversary of the making of 

the Constitution; wild life conservation; finger-printing; Rexford Guy Tugwell and 
the Resettlement Administration; butter vs. oleo; War Department appropriations; 

Mrs. Huey Long’s recipe for cake 
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1936/2/17 Remarks, Congressional Record 
Subjects: Debate on a measure to extend the Neutrality Act of 1935 for one year 

under suspension of the House rules; Dirksen believes the measure is being 

rushed through and proposes a 60-day extension 

1936/2/22 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: A 1935 whaling treaty; congressional consideration of neutrality 
legislation; the Rural Electrification Administration; soldiers’ bonus; status of a 

Civil War relief bill; Sol Bloom’s challenge to duplicate George Washington’s feat 

of throwing a dollar across the Potomac River; military honors awarded by the 
U.S.; copyright 

1936/2/29 “The Congressional Front” 
Subjects: Library of Congress; the use of Japanese-manufactured products to 

observe George Washington’s birthday; the Patman-Robinson “anti-chain-store” 

bill; the Weather Bureau; efforts to manufacture synthetic rubber; appropriations 
to combat plant diseases and insects 

1936/3/2 “Industrial Utilization of Farm Products,” CBS Radio 
Subjects: The problem of farm surpluses; the use of blackstrap molasses to 

produce alcohol vs. the use of grain; the use of other substitutes in industrial 

products; import/export imbalances; the administration’s farm program; “I 
believe the ultimate solution of the problem can be found only in expanding 

industrial uses for farm products”; converting corn and other grains to be mixed 

with gasoline (alcohol-gas) 

1936/3/7 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: A new tax bill. Sections include the “nature of our government,” 
appropriations, revenues, government expenditures, and the deficit 

1936/3/11 Remarks, Congressional Record 

Subjects: Debate over a proposal to cut all appropriations by 25 percent 

1936/3/11 Remarks, Congressional Record 

Subjects: The impact of reciprocal trade treaties on Illinois industry, agriculture, 

and employment; provides extensive statistical tables 

1936/3/14 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: Farm modernization in Illinois; operations of the Federal Farm Board; 
Civilian Conservation Corps camps; brief history of civil service; farm census of 

1935; federal taxation trends; the Pettengill bill to repeal the long-short-haul 

clause of the Transportation Act of 1920 

1936/3/21 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: Appropriations for the Florida ship canal; Federal Power Commission’s 
electric rate survey; Federal Alcohol Administration regulations; Theodore G. 

Bilbo; House action to prevent taxation of Reconstruction Finance Corporation’s 

purchase of preferred stock in state banks; transportation facts 

1936/3/25 Remarks, Congressional Record 

Subjects: Dirksen is concerned about the authority of the Electric Farm and Home 
Authority and the Electric and Farm Home Authority, Inc. to regulate 

manufacturers as part of a debate on the production of electrical appliances; the 

extent of regulatory overlap and inefficiency 
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1936/3/26 Remarks, Congressional Record 
Subjects: Debate on the relationship between unemployment and the federal 

government’s housing program; efforts to combat unemployment; failed efforts to 

use housing policy to create jobs; after all this expenditure, “we have not solved 

the unemployment problem, and it remains for private industry ultimately to do 
so”; housing policy as conducted by the Federal Housing Administration has failed 

to increase employment because “we have had a lot of swivel-chair blueprint 

bureaucrats down here who do not know much about housing” 

1936/3/28 “The Congressional Front” 
Subjects: Federal regulatory definition of a “can”; a claim by the descendants of 

Haym Solomon against the government; the Congressional Cemetery; Mosby’s 

Rangers; rural electrification; the Scully Estates tax proceeding; tribute to Isabella 

Greenway 

1936/3/30 “Unemployment and Housing,” CBS Radio [Transcript provided by the National 
Republican Congressional Committee] 

Subjects: Delinquent loans issued by the Home Owners’ Loan Corporation; 

housing foreclosures; unemployment statistics; legislative efforts to alleviate 
unemployment and their costs; proposals to boost the housing industry in order 

to promote employment; the dismal records of the Housing Division of the Public 

Works Administration and the Federal Housing Administration; “Home building 

should be directed by local people who know local conditions and not by a 
Washington bureaucracy” 

1936/4/4 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: Honorable discharges for underage military volunteers; diplomatic dust-

up with Iran over traffic ticket; labelling and advertising of liquor; State 
Department appropriations; international pollution; FBI’s fingerprint collection; 

efforts to collection past-due liquor taxes; review of departmental reports filed 

with Congress; commemorative coin legislation 

1936/4/11 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: Canadian tourism; tin scrap; Federal Trade Commission ruling against 
an Illinois firm advertising “eyelash developer”; soldiers’ bonus; statistics on 

benefit checks issued by the Agriculture Department; flue-cured tobacco 

production and state compacts; rural electrification; Dirksen’s speculation on the 

future: “Is it not possible that the next new advance will be to abolish the doctrine 
of scarcity, expand production of all products, that even the humblest family 

might enjoy the benefits of our highly developed civilization?” 

1936/4/18 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: Legislative history of alcohol-gasoline; anniversary of the Lincoln 
assassination; the purchase of castor-oil based paper to reprint congressional 

speeches; the use of a discharge petition for the Frazier-Lemke farm refinance 

bill; the Stephen Foster Foundation; cotton imports and production 

1936/4/25 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: Resettlement to Matanuska Valley, Alaska; cost figures for the Public 
Works Administration and the Works Progress Administration; Congressman 

Marion Zioncheck’s run-ins with police; the Florida ship canal; statistics on 

families eligible for Works Progress Administration programs; the administration’s 
tax bill; Ulysses S. Grant 

1936/4/30 Remarks, Congressional Record 
Subjects: Debate over appropriations for the military and the need to balance the 

budget 
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1936/5/2 “The Congressional Front” 
Subjects: Procedures used for the Democratic and Republican national 

conventions; a bill to establish a “social credit” to boost employment and 

production; an attempt to interpret a nebulous instruction in the tax bill; state 

allocations of federal relief spending; the value of the dollar for grocery items, 
1929-1936; federal efforts to “subdue natural forces” 

1936/5/8 Remarks, Congressional Record 

Subjects: Debate over relief efforts by the Works Progress Administration; 

Dirksen speaks to the eligibility of aliens to receive relief and opposes an 
amendment to bar aliens as impracticable 

1936/5/9 “The Congressional Front” 
Subjects: Appropriations for the commission to carry out the sesquicentennial 

observance of the formation of the Constitution; U.S.-Mexico treaty regarding 

water rights on the Rio Grande River; authorizing a commemorative coin to fund a 
reunion of Gettysburg veterans; the “debunking of cherished traditions”; 

legislation likely to be jettisoned as adjournment for the political conventions 

approaches; housing program; efforts to consolidate agencies with jurisdiction 
over liquor smuggling; provisions of the Social Security Act; inflation 

1936/5/16 “The Congressional Front” 
Subjects: The first battle of the American Revolution; federal workers killed 

enforcing anti-liquor smuggling laws; the U.S.S. Olympia; artist Andrew Furuseth; 

witnesses before congressional committees; the limited supply of deep water fish; 
the lack of a University of the United States; based on amendments offered to the 

Frazier-Lemke bill, Dirksen’s recommendation for a change in House rules to 

require amendments to be offered in advance, and printed, before consideration 

1936/5/22 Remarks to the Republican State Convention, Peoria 

Subjects: State of the country; the Republican Party’s responsibilities and record; 
Democratic promises in 1932 and subsequent record 

1936/5/23 “The Congressional Front” 
Subjects: Samuel Woodfill, “outstanding American soldier of the World War”; 

quips from the Congressional Record; the evolution of the legal standing of 

children; legislation about naming public projects after members of Congress; a 
college prank of hoisting a Communist Party flag on the pole in front of the 

Supreme Court building; legislation banning salary payments to teachers in the 

District of Columbia who teach or advocate communism; U.S. mint locations 

1936/5/30 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: Adjournment approaching; review of 11 appropriations bills; major 
legislation passed; pending bills (major and minor); quips from the Congressional 

Record; the death of veteran Tom Hewitt; immigration cases 

1936/6/6 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: The vice presidency; cities in bankruptcy; Mormons handle their own 

relief and do not look to the government; an exhibit of building materials at the 
Procurement Division; proposal to honor Charles Carroll, wealthiest signer of the 

Declaration of Independence; the displacement of taxable assets in a state by the 

federal government; claims filed in the wake of the Supreme Court’s invalidation 
of the Agricultural Adjustment Act; tribute to the late Speaker of the House, Joe 

Byrnes 

4



 

1936/6/13 “The Congressional Front” 
Subjects: Denaturing alcohol; origin of “Speaker” of the House; provisions in the 

Liquor Tax Administration Act permitting domestic wine makers to use foreign 

names in designating brands; the vanity of Congress members; the advent of 

“talking books”; a brief history of power generation and a revised coal bill; the 
legislative status of American Indians 

1936/6/20 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: The entire issue is devoted to “a panorama of government that may be 

useful to every citizen, to every student, the better to understand.” Topics include 
the Constitution, the three branches of the federal government, independent 

offices, and emergency agencies 

1936/10/1 Notes on Dirksen’s campaign speech, Havana, IL [Campaigning on behalf of Harry 

Montgomery] 

Subjects: Common ground for Republicans and Democrats; importance of voting; 
Republican Party is the “common sense” party; Democratic majorities have 

destroyed legislative balance; communism; unemployment; bank deposits; Social 

Security; growth of the federal payroll; Agricultural Adjustment Act (which 
Dirksen supported because it was an emergency) 

1936/12/8 “Loyalty,” WMBD Radio 
Subjects: A review of the nation’s history; the need to restore a national sense of 

loyalty; the importance of the proper approach to solve “our economic afflictions”; 

defines loyalty at length: “In that day when all people in this land regard their 
country not as a collection of houses and factories and roads and bridges and 

skyscrapers and people but as a people united in a common way of life, that 

sentiment will speedily dissolve all desire to destroy or radically alter our form of 
government and give assurance that America will live forever and forever” 
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