
Remarks, Release, Interviews Item-Level Listing 

 

1944 

1944 Release, “Dirksen for President Headquarters” 
Subjects: Lincoln’s legacy; the threats of “the revolutionary forces of war,” “the 

growing centralization of power,” “the growing imbalance in government,” “the 

spread of the defeatist spirit,” “the destruction of those basic incentives on which 
our whole system of free enterprise is based,” the decline in faith of moral values, 

the rise of interest groups, and a “certain moral obtuseness,” among others 

1944 Release, “Dirksen for President Headquarters” 

Subjects: “The free enterprise system is in danger” because of the scarcity of 

capital creating a demand for deficit spending to support public works resulting in 
an increase in the national debt which must be serviced through taxation; 

proposes a rededication to the principles of free enterprise, renegotiation of war 

contracts, speedy conversion to peace, and tax reform 

1944 Release, “Dirksen for President Headquarters” 

Subjects: The Bill of Rights is “specifically directed to the freedom of the person 
and his property” and stands against centralized government 

1944 Release, “Dirksen for President Headquarters” 

Subjects: Requirements for peace 

1944 Release, “Dirksen for President Headquarters” 

Subjects: Agriculture as a way of life free from government control [see also 

December 7, 1943] 

1944 Release, “Dirksen for President Headquarters” 

Subjects: The need for jobs in the post-war domestic economy through 
reconversion from war industries to peace and the expansion of new industries 

and the re-establishment of industries closed by war 

1944 Release, “Dirksen for President” 

Subjects: “The time has arrived when the people of this nation must make a 

choice between a federal government as created by the founding fathers or a 
centralized government dominated from Washington”; the march toward 

centralization 

1944 Release, “Dirksen for President Headquarters” 

Subjects: The need to provide jobs and readjustment support to returning 
servicemen 

1944 Release 
Subjects: The congressional agenda; the “bewilderment and anxiety which exists 

[sic] today”; the proper role of government in contrast to the march toward 

centralization; “the subjugation of the individual in the interest of the mass” 

1944/1/1 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: Controversial bills up for action (a House bill to end consumer subsidies, 
a proposal for the regulation of civil aviation, a bill to facilitate soldier voting, 

taxation, and discharge pay for the armed forces) 
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1944/1/2 Remarks, WMBD Radio 
Subjects: The American Legion Auxiliary; legislation regarding veterans’ hospitals 

and medical care, and more efficiency in delivering veterans’ benefits; the 

Legion’s commitment to the American way of life; ongoing challenges facing the 

Legion and the Auxiliary  

1944/1/8 “The Congressional Front” 
Subjects: A review of legislation designed to unify the Social Security system, to 

federalize unemployment compensation, and to impose a 3 percent payroll tax to 

establish a federal medical care system 

1944/1/15 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: A bill before Congress to raise $2 billion in contrast to the president’s 
request for $10 billion; the impact of taxes on morale; the postwar challenges of 

funding the debt and finding jobs for veterans, both of which will require a high 

level of national income; the need for a speedy reconversion from war to a peace 
economy 

1944/1/22 “The Congressional Front” 
Subjects: The president’s request to extend the law granting him the authority to 

renegotiate war contracts; legislative history of renegotiation; controversy over a 

current proposal to reform the renegotiation law 

1944/1/25 Release, “Dirksen for President” 

Subjects: Legislative power has been in retreat for 10 years as Executive Branch 
power has grown; the need for balance in government 

1944/1/29 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: A House-passed bill providing muster-out pay; current benefits for 

World War II veterans; those not entitled to muster-out pay 

1944/2/5 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: Controversy over soldier voting between those who believe the federal 
government has a role and those who believe voting procedures should be 

handled by the states 

1944/2/6 “Bureaucracy—Causes and Effects,” radio broadcasts in Missouri [Congressional 

Record, February 7, 1944] 

Subjects: The challenges facing Congress; the proper role of government; a 
review of recent history to explain the “real problem,” i.e., the “amazing 

expansion of the functions of the Federal Government”; the case of the Works 

Progress Administration; “the growth of administrative management of the affairs 
of the people”; the government lobbies against Congress when Congress attempts 

to reassert itself; the end result is “the submergence and the subjugation of the 

individual and the development of a mass collective philosophy which is 
diametrically opposed to individual freedom”; the remedy lies “in the maintenance 

of individual liberty, and in the preservation of a balanced form of government” 

1944/2/8 Release, “Dirksen for President Committee” 

Subjects: Dirksen to undertake Lincoln Day speeches in nine western states; 1944 

presents opportunities for Republicans 

1944/2/12 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: The National Service Act to register every man and woman between the 
ages of 18 and 50 to be available for non-combatant service 
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1944/2/18 Release, “Dirksen for President Headquarters” 
Subjects: An abbreviated version of “Bureaucracy” at February 6, 1944 

1944/2/19 “The Congressional Front” 
Subjects: The U.S. as a maritime nation and the merchant marine; the war as a 

stimulus to ship-building; options for managing the fleet after the war 

1944/2/23 Release, “Republican Road Map for 1944,” Dirksen for President Headquarters 

Subjects: The purpose of government; the need for balance; legislative power has 

been in retreat; the first task is victory; the second is to achieve an enduring 
peace; the third is to restore government by the people; the next is to free 

agriculture from government management; the next is to ensure “free labor, 

adequately rewarded and adequately protected in it’s [sic] right to bargain 
without coercion or interference”; the next is preserving and strengthening free 

enterprise 

1944/2/26 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: The Smithsonian as a resource during war 

1944 March “Congress Must Honor Its Pledge,” House floor remarks [Reprinted in The Mirror 

of Public Opinion] 
Subjects: Remarks in support of the universal military service bill; the sacrifice of 

soldiers 

1944/3/4 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: The recent history of the penny and its conversion from copper to steel; 

production statistics 

1944/3/9 “How Can Congress and the President Work Together?” America’s Town Meeting 

of the Air, Town Hall, New York, in cooperation with the Blue Network Co. and 
broadcast on the coast-to-coast Blue Network 

Subjects: The cleavage between the president and Congress began with the 100 

days in 1933; the concentration of power in the executive branch and the growth 
of government agencies and federal employment; the president does not respect 

Congress and does not communicate with it 

1944/3/11 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: A proposed constitutional amendment with respect to the treaty-making 

power that would give the president power to make treaties with the advice and 
consent of a majority in both houses of Congress 

1944/3/18 “The Congressional Front” 
Subjects: Congress has completed action on the bill to facilitate voting in time of 

war by members of the armed forces, aka, the soldiers’ vote bill; provisions and 

procedures 

1944/3/25 “The Congressional Front” 
Subjects: A proposed amendment to the Constitution: “Equality of rights under 

the law shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any state on 

account of sex”; a cleavage of opinion among women’s groups; the pros and cons 

1944/4/1 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: A bill to authorize the Treasury Department to purchase space in small 
newspapers as an aid to the periodic campaigns of that agency for the sale of 

bonds 
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1944/4/8 “The Congressional Front” 
Subjects: The circulation of money; the impact of war on circulation; the effects 

of black market transactions 

1944/4/15 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: The potential impact of Social Security benefits on the economy when 

the war ends; the Wagner-Dingell bill to expand coverage and increase benefits 

1944/4/22 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: Controversy over the rights of states to regulate aviation; control of 
international aviation; the question of air sovereignty 

1944/4/26 “The Organization of Congress,” National Convention of the League of Women 

Voters, Chicago [Reprinted in the Congressional Record, May 4, 1944] 

Subjects: Powers granted to Congress by the Constitution; legislative power has 

receded, and Congress is partly to blame; suggestions to improve Congress (the 
use of joint committees, adequate staffing of the Legislative Reference Service, a 

streamlined committee structure, study the experience of other nations, use 

investigatory powers effectively); the need to improve fiscal and budgetary 
processes 

1944/4/29 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: House consideration of a bill to provide benefits for World War II 

veterans 

1944/5/6 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: Words as an instrument of war 

1944/5/9 “The Montgomery Ward Case,” CBS broadcast [Reprinted in the Congressional 

Record, May 10, 1944. Annotated draft included] 
Subjects: The government seizure of the firm; “The Ward case is important 

because it is the most dramatic of a long series of incidents, actions, and policies 

on the part of Government which have stirred vague fears in the people and 
which have been deemed an invasion of their civil rights”; cites four other reasons 

why the case is important 

1944/5/13 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: A bill to facilitate processing of veterans’ disability claims 

1944/5/20 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: A proposal to change the treaty-ratification process to require 

concurrence by a majority of both houses of Congress 

1944/5/23 “The Maryland Tradition and Spirit,” Keynote remarks, Maryland State Republican 
Convention, Baltimore [Also reprinted in the Congressional Record, May 26, 1944] 

Subjects: States the tasks ahead as “the preservation of the fabric of unity and 

morale,” victory, peace, cooperation as “the law of human progress”; “But the 
real issue is freedom”; “The sustained assault on freedom” by “the growth, the 

centralization and the ruthlessness of Federal power”; “the assault upon the 

legislative branch”; “There is no twilight zone between collectivism and freedom” 

1944/5/27 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: Controversy over a proposal to limit the use of the Red Cross symbol 
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1944/6/3 “The Congressional Front” 
Subjects: The nature, size, and powers of government corporations such as the 

Home Owners Loan Corporation, the Reconstruction Finance Corporation, the 

Commodity Credit Corporation, and the Rubber Development Corporation; the 

possibility that, in the post-war conversion, government corporations might 
displace private enterprise 

1944/6/6 Remarks, Dirksen Testimonial Dinner, Mayflower Hotel, Washington, and 

broadcast by the NBC Network [Also reprinted in the Congressional Record, June 

7, 1944] 
Subjects: Dirksen’s presidential bid the basis for his remarks; the challenges 

facing the Republican Party in 1944; sounds familiar campaign themes (the 

conflict between the collectivist philosophy and individual freedom); the 

administration’s record; “the march of totalitarianism”; the collapse of states’ 
rights; propaganda encourages dependency on government; “America is being 

made over and you won’t like it” 

1944/6/10 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: A bill to extend the Price Control Act for one year raises the question of 
fairness and hardship and impairment of “civil freedom” 

1944/6/17 “The Congressional Front” 
Subjects: The need to provide plant and vegetable seed in the post-war 

1944/6/20 Remarks, NBC Network [Also reprinted in the Congressional Record, August 10, 
1944] 

Subjects: Campaign themes [See also June 6, 1944], primarily the conflict 

between collectivism and individual freedom 

1944/6/22 “Should Political Activities of Labor Unions Be Restricted?” America’s Town 
Meeting of the Air, broadcast by the Blue Network [Dirksen appears with Walter 

Reuther] 

Subjects: Existing legislation governing unions’ political activities; the activities of 

the Political Action Committee of the Congress of Industrial Organizations headed 
by Sidney Hillman; union “coercion”; unions set a pattern for other groups to 

lobby Congress “to achieve their own specific economic ends” 

1944/8/5 “The Congressional Front” [Missing] 

Subjects:  

1944/8/12 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: Loans to veterans under the Serviceman’s Readjustment Act of 1944 

1944/8/19 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: Farm loans to veterans under the Serviceman’s Readjustment Act of 
1944 

1944/8/26 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: Business loans to veterans under the Serviceman’s Readjustment Act of 

1944 

1944/8/30 “Candidate Roosevelt Seeks Presidency Under Pretenses,” Remarks, Old Orchard, 

Maine, and broadcast a coast-to-coast Mutual Broadcasting System [Reprinted 
and published by the Republican National Committee] 

Subjects: Criticizes Roosevelt for refusing to campaign and submit his views and 

post-war plans to the people for scrutiny; political overtones to Roosevelt’s 
“inspection” trip to Hawaii 
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1944 
September 

“Strategy,” Undated typescript addressed to “Fellow Americans” [Reference 
materials included] 

Subjects: Commentary on New Dealer Raymond Moley’s “Strategy for a Fourth 

Term” published on July 7, 1943; Moley’s four-point strategy (depict Roosevelt as 

Commander-in-Chief not as a candidate, smear Congress, spread pessimism 
among those who otherwise might want change, and “promise full employment, 

grandiose plans and projects, lush schemes to make the public forget all the 

failures of the past”) 

1944/9/2 “The Congressional Front” 
Subjects: Unemployment benefits for veterans 

1944/9/6 “Fourth-Term Candidate Prefers ‘Darkness to Light’,” radio broadcast, Mutual 
Broadcasting System, from Chicago [Reprinted and published by the Republican 

National Committee. Annotated typescript included] 

Subjects: Roosevelt prefers secrecy; his health is in question; efforts by Harry 
Truman and Earl Browder to cast Roosevelt as “the indispensable man” 

1944/9/9 “The Congressional Front” 
Subjects: Surplus eggs; manpower demobilization; farm values; the public debt; 

number of voters; inter-state migration; employment by the Office of Price 

Administration; states’ unemployment benefits 

1944/9/13 Untitled remarks to F. [Fellow] A. [Americans] 

Subjects: Political overtones of Roosevelt’s “inspection” trip to Hawaii; the 
president’s second “campaign” trip takes him to Quebec to meet with Churchill; 

standard campaign remarks, including associating the president with Earl Browder 

and Sidney Hillman, among others; the Quebec meeting also designed to divert 
attention from Thomas Dewey’s campaign 

1944/9/16 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: The challenge of disposing of surplus property following the end of the 

war 

1944/9/20 Remarks, Mutual Broadcasting System [Released by the Republican National 

Committee. Typescript draft included] 
Subjects: Continues the theme of previous broadcasts in referring to the president 

as the “Fourth Term Candidate” and chastising him for refusing to campaign in 

the usual sense; political overtones to presidential trips; reasons why the 

president has decided to reverse course and to make ten campaign speeches; 
alleges that Roosevelt is manipulated by a coterie of New Deal advisers 

1944/9/23 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: The “ghost of Pearl Harbor” appears in the form of a bill to proceed with 

the court martials of Admiral Husband E. Kimmel and General Walter C. Short; 
the timing of the trials in relation to the 1944 elections; the allegation that 

Australia informed the U.S. of a possible attack 

1944/9/27 Untitled remarks to “Fellow Americans” [Most likely a radio script for the Mutual 

Broadcasting System arranged by the Republican National Committee. Annotated 

draft included] 
Subjects: The president’s recent campaign speech [the Falla speech] was 

uninspired, good only by “Hollywood and Broadway standards”; Dirksen hoped the 

president would address several topics, but he did not; repeats campaign themes; 
Robert Sherwood as chief of the Office of War Information; Roosevelt’s comment 

on “the indispensable man” charge; the contrast with Thomas Dewey 
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1944/9/30 “The Congressional Front” 
Subjects: The increase in productivity accompanied a percentage decline in the 

rate of population growth 

1944 October Untitled, undated remarks to “Fellow Americans” delivered in Wisconsin 

Subjects: The Republican congressional delegation from Wisconsin; “In recent 

weeks I have spoken frequently over a national hookup on various phases of the 
campaign. These discussion have included the indispensable man, the growing 

influence of Communists in the present tired and quarrelsome administration, the 

use of the office of Commander-In-Chief for political purposes and a good many 
other items. Tonight, however, I want to address a few words to you concerning 

the record of the present administration toward veterans of past wars and what 

the veterans of the present war may expect in the light of that record”; the 

Economy Act of 1933 harmed veterans; Roosevelt has vetoed 18 bills to provide 
veterans’ benefits 

1944/10/4 Untitled remarks to “Fellow Americans” [Most likely a radio script for the Mutual 

Broadcasting System arranged by the Republican National Committee] 

Subjects: The communist influence in the Democratic Party and the New Deal; 
efforts by C.B. Baldwin, an administrator in the Agriculture Department, “to 

communize America’s farmers”; Earl Browder’s role; Mrs. Browder’s deportation 

case; quotes from Democrats (Dirksen calls them “authentic Democrats”) who 

oppose certain aspects of the administration 

1944/10/4 “The Congressional Front” 
Subjects: The federal government’s role in disposing of perishable surplus goods, 

such as grocery items 

1944/10/14 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: Simon Michelet and the National-Get-Out-The-Vote-Club’s success in 

increasing voter turnout 

1944/10/16 “Public Works Planning as Aid to Overall Post-War Employment: Made-Work, 

Government Spending, No Substitute for Real Jobs,” Civil Engineering 
Subjects: “PLANS for needed public works should go forth without delay until 

there is assurance that every project, balanced in its relationship to the needs of 

our nation, will be ready to start when men and materials are once more 
available. Administration of these public works can and must be undertaken as far 

as possible at the state level”; post-war conversion; the Republican platform and 

the 14-point program adopted by the 26 Republican governors “subscribe to a 
comprehensive program of public works” 

1944/10/18 Untitled, undated script [Most likely a radio script for the Mutual Broadcasting 
System arranged by the Republican National Committee. Annotated draft 

included] 

Subjects: Charges that Roosevelt puts the U.S. second, that world events more 
important; Roosevelt is a “pushover” when negotiating with Churchill and Stalin; 

the Roosevelt record in foreign affairs, using quotes from experts; the influence of 

communists such as Earl Browder 

1944/10/19 Untitled outline, WMBD Radio 

Subjects: The “most important election in our time”; list of issues (the 
indispensable man, Commander-In-Chief, changing horses, bureaucracy, waste, 

incompetence, lack of unity, the fourth term, Pearl Harbor); “All these are vital—

but the real issue before the people today is whether the U.S. is to be 
Europeanized and socialized and give over to communism”; communists in 

government, e.g., Sidney Hillman; the selection of Harry Truman 
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1944/10/25 Untitled remarks to “Fellow Americans” [Most likely a radio script for the Mutual 
Broadcasting System arranged by the Republican National Committee. Annotated 

draft included] 

Subjects: The 10th in the series of broadcasts; this election is about keeping 

America American and “boil[s] down to one basic American issue. It is this: Do 
you want America? Or do you want Hillman and Browder?” 

1944/10/28 “The Congressional Front” 

Subjects: Information about candidates for Congress 

1944 

November 

Untitled, undated outline, WMBD [Annotated. Reference materials included] 

Subjects: Dirksen’s reelection appeal to his constituents; this has been an unusual 

campaign; his personal qualifications; confusion over his stance on the soldier 
vote bill; two jobs ahead (victory and “put our own house in order so that there 

will be jobs”); planning for peace and the Atlantic Charter; the attack on Dirksen’s 

vote on lend-lease; the postwar implications of lend-lease; the jobs challenge and 
postwar conversion; debt 
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