
Remarks, Release, Interviews Item-Level Listing 

 

1951 

1951 Undated, untitled testimony addressed to “Mr. Chairman” and delivered by Phil 
Hutchison 

Subjects: A presentation of a Lincoln portrait to Dirksen 

1951 Undated, untitled [Drafts included] 

Subjects: A statement on behalf of an American citizen with a claim against Great 

Britain 

1951 January Undated, untitled remarks at a testimonial event to honor Dirksen in Pekin IL 
Subjects: The importance of a two-party system; restates the Republican Party 

pledges to voters 

1951/1/4 Release, excerpts from remarks to the Washington Board of Trade 

Subjects: Unfair criticisms of the Board (which governs the District of Columbia); 

“But all these are like snowflakes on the broad bosom of the Potomac. For the 
moment, they seem white with transcendent importance and melt away” 

1951/1/10 Release 
Subjects: Chanute Air Force Base expansion 

1951/1/14 “A Foreign Policy: What’s the Answer?” American Forum of the Air [Reprinted in 

the Congressional Record, January 25, 1951. A debate between Dirksen and Paul 

Douglas. Drafts included] 

Subjects: Evaluation of former president Herbert Hoover’s proscription for a 
foreign policy much different from the Truman Doctrine; the presidential power to 

declare war; priorities for the national defense (Europe versus other regions); 

isolationism versus internationalism 

1951 February “Box Suppliers—INS” 
Subjects: The Lincoln legacy 

1951 February “Lincoln Day Address” [Seven double-spaced, legal pages] 
Subjects: The Lincoln legacy; “To be conscious that we are a part of this endless 

living stream of American tradition develops a rooted faith which is so 

indispensable to responsible citizenship and to a sense of individual responsibility 
in each generation”; Lincoln’s qualities; the importance of individual liberty and 

freedom; present day confusion on the home front; the march toward socialism 

“by the steady expansion of government power in every field”; various threats to 
freedom, including public apathy 

1951/2/14 Remarks, Idaho Lincoln Day Association Dinner, Mutual Broadcasting System, 
from Boise, ID 

Subjects: Review of recent years “of confusion and perplexity”; Yalta and post-

war agreements; Soviet Union’s advances in Europe; Korea; executive power; the 
risk of over-commitment depleting U.S. resources and will; Formosa; the 

ineptness of the State Department; various threats to liberty; “More and more, I 

sense the need for husbanding our own resources. More and more I am impelled 

to the view that we cannot carry the entire world upon the backs of the American 
people.” 
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1951/4/17 Release 
Subjects: Dirksen introduces a resolution on March 6 calling for an expression of 

the sense of the Senate with respect to a Free Ireland 

1951/3/26 Untitled [Perhaps remarks prepared for delivery on the Senate floor] 

Subjects: Dirksen’s amendment to S. 2645, the extension of the Defense 

Production Act, to prohibit the Wage Stabilization Board from handling labor 
disputes and to define the functions and authority of the Board 

1951/3/30 Remarks, Mutual Broadcasting System [Seven single-spaced, legal pages draft 
included; also a handwritten, annotated draft submitted to the Chicago Tribune] 

Subjects: Resolutions expressing the sense of the Senate with respect to sending 

troops to  Europe; actions taken now resemble those that led to World War II; the 
legacy of Yalta and Potsdam; the failure of the Atlantic Charter and the Four 

Freedoms; the president’s prerogatives in foreign policy and the helplessness of 

Congress; the power of the purse; Dirksen opposes foreign entanglements; use of 
the air force as the U.S.’s primary weapon in place of sending troops 

1951/4/14 Excerpts from remarks to the New York City Republican Club 
Subjects: The Republican Party has departed from the Lincoln traditions; “Today 

the flaming issue before this country and the world is still the issue of human 

liberty both political and economic”; political corruption; “the assault upon 
national solvency”; the “shroud of secrecy … still cloaks the conduct of our foreign 

affairs”; “The drive for socialism goes merrily along”; the expansion of executive 

power continues; moral confusion 

1951/4/25 “Which Is the War Party?” Congressional Record 

Subjects: Responds to senators who claim the Democratic Party is “the peace 
party”; compares the two parties on foreign policy and national defense issues in 

the 20th century 

1951/4/30 “Your Responsibility in Today’s Emergency,” 39th Annual Meeting of the Chamber 

of Commerce of the United States, Statler Hotel, Washington DC [14 single-

spaced pages] 
Subjects: Catalogs the many factors that put the country in jeopardy; explores 

three propositions—what is it that we defend (freedom), what is the peril that we 

must recognize (moral confusion, the destruction of independent thinking, 
insolvency, socialism masquerading as liberalism, reprisal in government), and 

how do we go about it (acquire a sense of tradition, possess the will to preserve 

it, recognize the power of the individual, speak up) 

1951/5/21 “Progress on the Hoover Commission Program,” WJJD Radio, Chicago [Reprinted 

in the Congressional Record, June 4, 1951] 
Subjects: President Truman’s failure to implement the commission’s 

recommendations; the importance of a strong, efficient government in times of 

peril 
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1951 June Untitled remarks, Chicago Defender conference [18 double-spaced pages of 
transcript] 

Subjects: Differences between serving in the House and Senate; congressional 

mail; the importance of campaigning “to generate a little more respect for and 

confidence in government”; Dirksen’s work on the House District of Columbia 
Committee and the “home rule” issue; the cloture rule (Dirksen appears to favor 

reform); defends low legislative productivity (“Human progress is made by not so 

much what goes on the statute books as by what comes off”—Thomas Henry 
Buckle); Republican Party prospects in 1952 and the nature of the issues; the 

causes and remedies for inflation; civil rights and Dirksen’s record; America’s role 

in the world; the use of propaganda 

1951/6/13 Excerpts from a commencement address, DePaul University [Draft included] 

Subjects: The “confused and bleeding” state of world affairs; factors favoring 
continuity in human affairs; challenges to freedom and freedom as the best hope 

for the future 

1951/6/19 Release 

Subjects: Dirksen introduces a bill to broaden the scope of the federal law with 
respect to narcotics offenders; calls for the death penalty for offenders who sell to 

those under 21; the war on dope 

1951/6/22 Release 

Subjects: Dirksen introduces an amendment to the Defense Production Act to 

limit and define the government’s authority to impose cost absorption provisions 
in price controls 

1951/6/24 “Should We Continue Price and Wage Controls?” American Forum of the Air 
[Dirksen and Paul Douglas] 

Subjects: Dirksen opposes the continuation of price controls because they do not 

address the fundamental causes of inflation such as credit and wages; giving the 
government more power threatens to “liquidate” freedom 

1951/6/25 Release 
Subjects: Dirksen proposes to Illinois Governor Adlai Stevenson that the state 

take over ownership of the Hennepin Canal 

1951/6/28 Release [Includes outline of remarks] 

Subjects: Dirksen submits an amendment which would prohibit the Office of Price 

Stabilization from issuing any order which would deny to a retail or wholesale 
seller his customary percentage margin over costs 

1951/6/28 Release 

Subjects: Dirksen submits an amendment to the Defense Production Act to strike 

the price, rent and wage control provisions from the bill 

1951/6/28 Release [Includes copy of the amendment to S. 1717 and outline of remarks] 

Subjects: Dirksen submits a substitute rent proposal to the Defense Production 
Act which would terminate the rent act of 1947 and delegate to the president 

power to control rents only in defense rental areas and with other restrictions 

1951/7/4 Remarks, Independence Day Celebration, Chicago Junior Chamber of Commerce 

Subjects: The Declaration of Independence set down “some ringing moral truths”; 

these are critical times; the defense of liberty and freedom against “a marching 
military Soviet imperialism” and internal threats, i.e., the “struggle of groups 

against the people”; there must be the will to preserve freedom and restore a 

sense of tradition 
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1951/7/6 Remarks, Michigan Republican State Convention, Jackson MI [Draft included] 
Subjects: The state of the nation; calls for Republicans to get back on course; the 

legacy of the fight for independence in 1776; what the Republican Party must 

stand for; in defense of freedom; the assault on liberty from within from 

communists, socialists, liberals, “professional fair dealers” who promote 
centralization of power, the expansion of government, and the liquidation of 

liberty; comparisons between 1854 and 1951; it is the duty of the party “to assert 

a cause which is right, whether it leads to victory or defeat” 

1951/7/7 Release, excerpts from remarks to the Michigan Republican State Convention 
[Includes handwritten draft] 

Subjects: See above 

1951/7/7 Summary of remarks to the Wisconsin State Convention, Wisconsin Rapids [12 

double-spaced pages] 

Subjects: The founding of the Republican Party in 1854; reviews the slavery 
issue; the Missouri Compromise; in looking to 1952, “Does the Republican party 

have a cause?” The cause is the same as it was in 1854: “It is the cause of human 

liberty, human dignity, the divine character of the individual and the inalienable 
rights with which the Creator endowed him”; the state of the nation and the 

threats to liberty and freedom 

1951/7/9 Release [Drafts and telegram included] 

Subjects: The right of self-determination and the crisis in Iran; Iran wants to 

control its own oil; the Atlantic Charter supports self-determination; “The problem 
in Iran today demonstrates the utter insincerity of some high sounding 

pronouncements” made at the time of the signing of the charter 

1951/7/10 Release [Draft included] 

Subjects: Defense spending and waste 

1951/7/11 Release, “Korean Truce Proposal” [Drafts and telegram included] 

Subjects: This is no time to discuss the political implications of a truce; any 

negotiations must be conducted in the light of day to avoid repeating the mistakes 
of Yalta 

1951/7/11 Release [Drafts and telegram included] 

Subjects: Dirksen urges early action on his bill to impose heavy penalties on 

narcotics peddlers; urges inclusion of the death penalty provision 

1951/7/13 Release [Drafts and telegram included] 

Subjects: The Army has agreed to delay abandonment of the Hennepin Canal in 
order to give Illinois the opportunity to acquire it 

1951/7/18 Release, “Taxes” 
Subjects: Calls for a commission “for the study of the relationships between 

federal, state and local governments” in light of a proposal for a national sales tax 

1951/7/19 Release from the chairman of the Republican Senatorial Campaign Committee 

Subjects: Election prospects for Republican senators in 1952; lists the issues as 

“the moral eclipse in government as exemplified by men in high public office,” 
“the Red issue,” and “the moral issue of human freedom” 

1951/7/25 Release [Draft included] 

Subjects: Dirksen to inaugurate the “Republican Platform” program sponsored by 

the Illinois Republican Veterans’ League on July 31, 1951 
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1951/7/25 Release 
Subjects: Dirksen and Paul Douglas issue a joint statement urging Illinois 

consumers to lay in their winter’s supply of fuel during the summer months in 

anticipation of a shortage 

1951/7/30 Joint release by Senators Styles Bridges, Harry Cain, and Dirksen 

Subjects: Calls for action on Senate Resolution 165 calling on the United Nations 
to insist that the immediate release of American prisoners of war be made a 

primary condition of truce talks in the Korean War 

1951/7/31 Excerpts from remarks to the Illinois Republican Veterans’ League [Draft included] 

Subjects: The stakes in the 1952 elections; the basic issue is the preservation of 

freedom 

1951/7/31 “Free system vs. government,” excerpts from remarks to the Merchants and 

Manufacturers Association 
Subjects: The issue of the day is “What happens to the free system of this 

country?”; uncontrolled government spending—the moral and economic aspects 

1951/8/1 Statement to the U.S. Chamber of Commerce 

Subjects: Federal Security Administration’s action to punish Indiana for making 
public the names of relief recipients 

1951/8/3 “From McArthur to Kaesong and What?” Radio broadcast to constituents outline] 
Subjects: General Douglas MacArthur’s conduct in Korea, dismissal, and historic 

speech to Congress; committee investigations 

1951/8/7 “Narcotic Traffic and Need for More State and Local Control,” panel to include 

Dirksen, proposed remarks for Dirksen, Texas Quality Network Forum 

Subjects: Congressional consideration of the “Boggs bill” regarding narcotics 
trafficking 

1951/8/11 Release, excerpts from remarks before the District Convention of Missouri 

Republicans, Springfield MO [Nine double-spaced pages] 

Subjects: The Democratic administration’s record since 1945; the struggle for 

freedom; “The Four Freedoms have evaporated in a mist of confusion and the 
Atlantic Charter has become a museum piece”; the foreign aid burden; Korea; the 

lack of cooperation from Europe; America is over-extended in the world; political 

corruption on the home front; Reds in government; fiscal insolvency, government 
spending, debt; centralization of control in the federal government and the 

executive branch; what Republicans must do in 1952 

1951/8/12 “Dollars and Sense,” guest column for the Times-Herald 

Subjects: Intends to introduce a resolution for the creation of a commission 

patterned after the Hoover Commission to examine the problems relating to the 
public debt and its management; nature of the debt; public apathy about the debt 

1951/8/15 Excerpts from remarks at Republican Day, Illinois State Fair, Springfield IL 

Subjects: Campaign issues in 1952; the Democratic administration’s record since 

1945; which of the political parties is the “peace party”? 

1951/8/19 “What’s Going to Happen to Mobilization?” American Forum of the Air featuring 

Dirksen and Hubert Humphrey 
Subjects: Dirksen calls for congressional oversight of military procurement and 

planning to avoid mistakes made following World War II; defense preparedness 

and the risk of waste; the foreign aid program; taxation to support mobilization; 
the need to decrease government spending 
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1951/8/21 Release, State of Civil Defense 
Subjects: The president’s request for $535 million for the Civil Defense 

Administration vs. the Chicago Post Office’s example of volunteer-based civil 

defense 

1951/8/30 Contract for Dirksen’s appearance on the “Man of the Week,” a CBS Television 

program 

1951/9/11 Meet the Press, NBC Television [18 double-spaced pages. Dirksen is the only 

guest] 
Subjects: Dirksen says he is not a candidate in 1952 and backs Robert Taft over 

Dwight Eisenhower; Republican Party prospects in 1952; Dirksen opposed Taft on 

five key votes; responds to the charge that he is an “isolationist” by claiming to 
be a “moderationist”; Dirksen’s vote against the draft extension in March; his 

opposition to sending U.S. troops to Europe; the need for a balanced budget; 

names Republican principles as balance the budget, “drive the rascals out,” and 
congressional oversight of social programs such as Social Security; the 

administration’s record on defense spending 

1951/9/24 Excerpts from remarks to the American Meat Institute, Stevens Hotel [Draft 

included. The entire address was reprinted by The National Provisioner, October 6, 

1951] 
Subjects: The decline of Great Britain under the “Socialist administration” in view 

of the October 25 general election; “the real causes of disintegration can be found 

within”; lessons for the U.S.; foreign policy failures; the sad state of fiscal affairs; 
“the planners and controllers” seek to centralize government; “weapons of 

propaganda are used today to condition the public mind and to develop a 

willingness to accept the so-called welfare state despite its self-evident dangers to 
the cause of freedom” 

1951 October “The Heritage We Defend,” National Exchange Club, Miami Beach FL 
Subjects: There is a crisis in our land; explores three questions (1. What is it here 

in America that we defend? 2. What do we defend it against? 3. How do we 

defend it?) [See “Your Responsibility in Today’s Emergency,” April 30, 1951] 

1951/10/1 Remarks, Eastern and Southern Regional Conference of the Republican National 

Committee, Washington DC [Seven double-spaced legal pages] 
Subjects: The Republican Party must “be an essential and integral part of the 

great American tradition”; the party “has labored assiduously for a sound, sane, 

secure, sage and solvent America”; the New Deal record and its false promise; 
that state of the nation (repeats standard campaign themes: political and moral 

corruption, centralized planning, the impact of interest groups, government 

spending, communist subversion); how to preserve liberty (choose a courageous 
presidential candidate, a realistic platform, an organized party, and “a crusading 

zeal for liberty”) 

1951/10/6 “State of Union,” The National Provisioner [This publication reprints in its entirety 

Dirksen’s remarks to the American Meat Institute, September 24, 1951] 

Subjects: This lengthy address is organized under these headings: Ten Short 
Years for Britain, History Moved Fast for Britain, “Secure for Posterity,” Cost of 

Peace Rising, A Drain on the Union, Ever-Present Emergency, Our Economic 

State, A Phoney [sic] Straightjacket, Moral State of the Union, There Is Some 
Hope, How Will We Save It? 
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1951/10/18 “The Problem of Inflation,” Congressional Record Appendix 
Subjects: Introduces a resolution to limit the taxing power of the federal 

government; increased taxation shrinks the value of the dollar, thereby causing 

inflation, and moves decisions from the free market to the central bureaucracy  

1951/10/19 “Control of Installment Credit,” Senate floor remarks, Congressional Record 

Subjects: When wisely used, installment credit is essential to the economy; cites 
a study the impoverished families use credit wisely in contrast to the stereotype 

1951/10/21 Release, excerpts from remarks to the Cook County District of the Loyal Order of 
the Moose, Kensington IL 

Subjects: The crisis posed by narcotics trafficking; legislation has passed to 

provide for stiffer penalties, although it did not go far enough for Dirksen 

1951/10/21 “Can We Prevent World War III?” American Forum of the Air [Dirksen appears 

with Senator Blair Moody (D-MI)] 
Subjects: Dirksen outlines four ways to avoid World War III (having mainly to do 

with changing the administration); Korea and the dismissal of General Douglas 

MacArthur; Dirksen advocates the use of atomic weapons north of the Yalu River 
and endorses the four-point program to fight the Korean War as proposed by 

MacArthur; Egyptian demands that Great Britain abandon Suez and Sudan 

1951/10/22 Release, excerpts from remarks to the American Butter Institute, Drake Hotel, 

Chicago 

Subjects: The ingredients of the free market system; the threat posed by handing 
over economic decisions to the government; federal controls over prices, 

production, and taxation are “the essence of Socialism” 

1951/10/25 “Road to Competence in Government,” Associated Industries of Massachusetts 

General Assembly Luncheon [Reprinted in Industry, November 1951] 
Subjects: The weakening of the American will; what is it that we defend in 

America? [cites standard campaign themes]; freedom can be destroyed from 

within; the example of Great Britain [incomplete] 

1951 

November  

“GOP Dinner” [Ten double-spaced pages typed on Senate stationery] 

Subjects: Standard campaign themes 

1951/11/18 “Waging an American Peace,” Community Vesper Services, First Presbyterian 

Church of Buffalo NY [Draft included] 
Subjects: Threats from Soviet expansion, heightened nationalism, near 

bankruptcy at home; peace will require a change in administration and “a moral 

foundation which is stronger than mere words and pretense” 

1951/11/20 Release, excerpts from remarks to the Sangamon County Bar Association, 

Springfield IL 
Subjects: A variation on “Waging an American Peace,” November 18, 1951 

1951/11/29 Remarks, 5th Annual Brotherhood Dinner, National Conference of Christians and 

Jews, Newark NJ [Eight double-spaced, legal pages] 

Subjects: The impact of the atomic bomb in creating a “wave of fear” and “a 

feeling of futility”; contrasts that with the promise of human brotherhood 
represented by the birth of Jesus; the matter of prejudice; “Spiritual fission [as 

opposed to atomic fission]—brotherhood—is mankind’s real secret weapon and 

great hope” 

1951 
December 

“To the Men and Women who make up the Republican Party in Illinois” 
Subjects: Pledge to work to victory in 1952 
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1951/12/4 Release, Illinois Bob Taft for President Committee [Dirksen chairs the committee] 
Subjects: Announces appointment of Harold Rainville as executive secretary of 

the committee 

1951/12/11 “The State of the Union,” 45th Annual Meeting of the Life Insurance Association of 

America, New York NY [20-page reprint] 

Subjects: This is the time of year to take inventory, looking back and forward 
(uses Janus analogy); the causes of and remedies for inflation; government 

spending both as a cause and as an effect of inflation; the case of a Senate bill to 

extend public health services to every county as an example of group pressures to 
expand the scope of government; examples of inefficiency and duplication in 

government services that drive inflation; the “inadequate budgetary and 

accounting procedures of the government”; Congress needs to spend money to 

increase its capacity to provide spending oversight; freedom is the fundamental 
issue. Dirksen proposes three solutions: (1) create a commission similar to the 

Hoover Commission to “examine into the whole field of conflict of authority 

between the federal and state governments; (2) “Carry on some kind of crusade 
that will make the average citizen realize that bigness in government spells itself 

out in terms of the citizens’ pocketbook; (3) Congress must have the tools to do 

its job; (4) implement the Hoover Commission recommendations 
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