
Remarks, Release, Interviews Item-Level Listing 

 

1952 

1952 “The Republican Party Deserves to Win in 1952” 
Subjects: The Truman administration’s record on war and peace,  foreign 

commitments, “creeping backdoor socialism,” internal security, appeasement, 

prosperity built on war production, the spending orgy, deceit in the form of Yalta 
and Potsdam, and inflation 

1952 “There Must be a Republican Victory in 1952 to Save the Republic from Moral, 
Economic, Fiscal, Social and Political Disaster. Only Through Such a Victory Can 

the People Restore . . . “ article prepared for Readers Digest [Draft included] 

Subjects: Faith in the moral integrity of government; solvency; national security; 
regard for the Constitution; untainted devotion to the American ideal; a free 

competitive system unalloyed with socialism; second-punch strength to the home 

front; a foreign policy that is durable and sound; common sense in curbing 
inflation; and a genuine hope of peace 

1952/1/8 Untitled 
Subjects: President Truman’s budget projects a deficit of $10 billion; the need for 

a legislative budget as an alternative 

1952/1/19 Release 

Subjects: Dirksen named to the Senate Rules Committee; current issues facing 

the committee include expulsion of Senator Joseph McCarthy and investigations 
into three 1950 Senate campaigns 

1952/1/19 “Thrift and the Individual,” radio script for a broadcast presented by the National 

Thrift Committee on NBC 

Subjects: Benjamin Franklin’s legacy; the virtues of thrift; the evolution of the 
American economy to demonstrate “that Thrift built America”; thrift required for 

future growth and prosperity 

1952/1/27 “People’s Platform,” CBS Radio [panel includes Dirksen and Senator Burnett 

Maybank] 

Subjects: President Truman’s $85.4 budget request; Dirksen describes it as “a 
book the size of an unexpurgated edition of Sears Roebuck’s catalog” and calls for 

substantial cuts, including in military appropriations; the need for better 

congressional oversight of spending; reasons why Congress is timid in requiring 
budget cuts; the need to implement Hoover Commission recommendations; the 

threat of inflation; the congressional appropriations process 

1952/1/31 “The State of the Union,” National Automobile Dealers Association, New York City 

[12 single-spaced pages] 

Subjects: The decline of the British Empire and Winston Churchill’s request for 
financial aid from Congress; the “liquidation” of freedom in Britain “in the interest 

of what they call social welfare” or socialism; challenges to “domestic tranquility”; 

the rise of nationalism overseas; the state of national security and defense; the 

nation’s fiscal affairs; government planning and control vs. the free market; uses 
the talking parrot story as a call to action 

1952/2/12 “He Was Trustee of the American Dream,” Washington Evening Star [reprint of 

Dirksen’s remarks at the Lincoln Memorial] 

Subjects: Lincoln’s legacy; the persistence of the American dream—the freedom 
of the individual 
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1952/2/12 Lincoln Day remarks, Republican Women’s Organization of Washington County, 
Ashley IL [unclear if Dirksen or attorney James Wham of Springfield delivered 

these remarks] 

Subjects: Lincoln’s legacy and the Republican Party; 1952 is “the year of decision” 

(parallels with the Civil War period); “The fundamental principles of Government 
once more are at stake just as surely they were in Lincoln’s day, and the 

Republican Party is the only instrumentality which has within it the power to save 

our form of constitutional government”; state socialism of the New Deal/Fair Deal 
versus freedom; endorses Robert A. Taft 

1952/2/20 “The Power is in the People,” Salesmens’ [sic] Association of the Paper Industry, 

Waldorf-Astoria, New York NY [14 single-spaced pages] 

Subjects: Salesmen “are one of the keystones in the American system”; the 

foundations of the American economic system (production, distribution, the free 
market); dangers to the American system (socialism and centralization; the 

liquidation of incentive through government controls, spending, national debt, and 

taxation; and the “blood and graveyard prosperity” built on defense production 
instead of peace production); offers remedies from “the moral domain” (restore 

power to the people); the people must understand what is at stake and speak up 

1952/2/25 “The Voice of Management,” Office Management Association of Chicago, Conrad 

Hilton Hotel [reprinted in the Proceedings of the Tenth Annual Seminar concerning 

Management, Manpower & Methods] 
Subjects: The state of confusion in the country and the need to preserve the free 

system in the U.S. “as the one remaining beachhead of freedom in this whole 

turbulent world”; suggests as a title of his remarks, “What price freedom?”; 
covers the same topics as other remarks in this period 

1952/3/2 “The Issues of 1952,” American Forum of the Air [Dirksen appears with Senator 

Robert Kerr] 

Subjects: Peace, war, and internal security; preparedness; “blood and graveyard 

prosperity”; “the moral issue and the socialist issue and the freedom issue”; 
Democrats have produced three wars in 35 years; communists in the Truman 

administration; political graft and corruption 

1952/3/10 “The Moon Creates an Issue, or Who Owns the Tidelands and Their Resources?” 

Congressional Record 

Subjects: Court cases involving state versus federal ownership of the tidelands; 
Dirksen supports a congressional effort to overturn a Supreme Court decision 

awarding ownership to the federal government 

1952/3/12 Untitled Senate floor remarks, Congressional Record 

Subjects: Supports a bill to reorganize and reform the Internal Revenue Service 
to eliminate patronage and reduce political influence 

1952/4/8 Release 
Subjects: Text of a telegram to General Eisenhower requesting his position on 

eight campaign issues 

1952/4/17 “A Republic if You Can Keep It,” excerpts from remarks to the 61st Annual 

Congress, Daughters of the American Revolution, Constitution Hall, Washington 

DC 
Subjects: The record of the last 35 years; the road to socialism; the threat to 

freedom from “administrative despotism” 
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1952/4/23 Dirksen’s introduction of Robert Taft to the District of Columbia Republican 
Convention 

Subjects: The confusion of the day requires new leadership 

1952/5/1 Letter to Mrs. G.A. Papperman 

Subjects: The responsibility of the Christian individual to government; “Where the 

spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty”; the moral approach to government 

1952/5/1 “The Korean Ulcer” 

Subjects: “Chronology of Disaster”; the march of events; the net result; 
implications of a permanent war; the role of Congress 

1952/5/2 “Capitol Cloakroom,” CBS Radio [Dirksen is the only guest] 

Subjects: Should Congress impeach President Truman over his seizure of steel 

mills?; price-wage and rent controls and the Defense Production Act and Wage 

Stabilization Board; Dirksen is not a candidate for president and supports Robert 
Taft; the Eisenhower-Taft rivalry; Dirksen’s opposition to a request for $8 billion 

in aid to Europe and the Mutual Security Administration 

1952/5/7 Release 

Subjects: A response to President Truman’s criticism of Congress for cutting 
appropriations; Dirksen’s proposal to insert a spending limitation in every 

appropriation bill 

1952/5/8 Reporters’ Roundup, Mutual Broadcasting System [20 double-page transcript. 

Dirksen is the only guest] 

Subjects: Prospects for Republican Senate candidates and for Republicans to win 
control of the Senate; government spending and the budget, foreign aid, Korea as 

campaign issues; who might deliver the keynote address at the Republican 

National Convention; General Douglas MacArthur as a potential Republican 
presidential candidate; prospects for a deadlocked convention; President 

Truman’s seizure of steel mills 

1952/5/22 “A Republic, if you can keep it”, Rainbow Randevu [sic], Salt Lake City, UT [The 

transcript consist of approximately 8,000 words] 

Subjects: Fear and desperation characterize America’s mood; what is it that we 
defend?; the forces to defend against: poor morale and the public’s loss of faith in 

government, government spending, public debt, burdensome taxes, dilution of 

the dollar, insolvency leads to government control; an economy based on war 

production; the erosion of freedom by government fiat leading to controls and 
socialism; the threat from within from subversives. The issue of peace and war—

which is the war party? The responsibility of the Republican Party is to find good 

leadership, work hard, and develop a body of principles 

1952/6/19 Release, “A Republic, if you can keep it,” excerpts from remarks at the Republican 
$100 Dinner, Philadelphia PA 

Subjects: The Republican cause: “the maintenance of a free representative 

republic and the preservation of liberty.” The threats: “A fading faith in the moral 

integrity of the trustees who are now in power”; “the economic cancer of 
insolvency”; “the strange delusion of a prosperity built on young blood and on the 

production of things that kill”; “the menace of backdoor socialism in the form of 

controls”; “those sappers in the citadel who would subvert liberty from within”; 
endless foreign commitments. Salvation will come by fighting, by exerting bold 

leadership, by reasserting principle, by having a sense of mission, by acquiring 

the money to campaign, by “unity of endeavor,” by hard work 
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1952/7/6 “Why We Should Win in ’52,” American Forum of the Air [Dirksen and Senator 
Paul Douglas] 

Subjects: Corruption in government; prosperity based on the blood of young 

America; Korea; the Republican Party’s appeal; Douglas speculates on what 

Republicans might do if they win 

1952/7/9 Remarks to the 25th Republican National Convention, Chicago IL [Includes a later 
newspaper clipping in which Harold Rainville explains the event] 

Subjects: Urges different factions to put their differences aside and to unite 

behind the candidate; the issue of seating delegates; urges support of the 
Credentials Committee report; pointing to Dewey, “Re-examine your hearts 

before you take this action in support of the Minority Report, because we followed 

you before and you took us down the path to defeat” 

1952/7/9 Nomination of Robert A. Taft [Includes annotated draft, carbon of the reading 

copy, a mimeographed copy, and a copy of the official proceedings] 
Subjects: Robert A. Taft; the Republican Party; the 1952 election 

1952/8/1 Untitled 
Subjects: The date marks the drafting of the one millionth boy for military 

service; Democrats as the “war party” 

1952/8/4 Release, Republican Senatorial Campaign Committee 

Subjects: Adlai Stevenson’s attack on Dwight Eisenhower and Midwestern 

Republican senators; Democrats and political corruption 

1952/8/7 Release, Republican Senatorial Campaign Committee 
Subjects: The military draft; Democrats as the “war party” 

1952/8/18 Release, Republican Senatorial Campaign Committee 
Subjects: Adlai Stevenson’s record as Illinois governor; political corruption 

1952/8/19 Release, Republican Senatorial Campaign Committee 

Subjects: The influence of the Americans for Democratic Action on Democratic 

presidential candidate Adlai Stevenson 

1952/9/15 Release 

Subjects: Dirksen’s speaking schedule in ten states, September 15-October 20, 
1952 

1952/10/3 “What Price Freedom,” Ninth Annual Meeting of the Association of American 
Physicians and Surgeons, Cosmopolitan Hotel, Denver CO [28 double-spaced 

pages. Includes draft] 

Subjects: The 1952 campaign; the writing of the Constitution; “a Republic, if you 
can keep it”; the challenge is to preserve freedom; the rise of socialism in Great 

Britain shows that nations and civilizations can vanish; a free system is based on 

production and distribution and decisions made without the interference of a 
centralized government; the threats of national debt, excessive taxation, and 

inflation; “control is the essence of socialism”; presidential power conferred by the 

Defense Production Act and the Price Control Act; the danger of the attitude, “Let 

the government do something about it”; expresses concern that people lack the 
“will for freedom” and “the spirit of sacrifice” 
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1952/10/19 “Corruption and Communism and Korea,” American Forum of the Air [Dirksen and 
Senator Paul Douglas] 

Subjects: Incidents of political corruption; communists in government; the impact 

of McCarthyism; the use of South Korean troops in the Korean war; the “China 

white paper” 
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