
Remarks, Release, Interviews Item-Level Listing 

 

1954 

1954 Untitled 
Subjects: Dirksen introduces a bill to amend the Walsh-Healey Act to prevent 

discrimination for reasons of age by any contractor who has a federal contract 

under the provisions of the act 

1954/1/27 Release 

Subjects: Report filed by Dirksen’s subcommittee dealing with the Trading with 
the Enemy Act; reviews subcommittee’s work and proposes legislation to make 

the provisions less punitive 

1954/2/1 Untitled Senate floor remarks, Congressional Record 

Subjects: Senate Joint Resolution 1, the Bricker Amendment which would have 

placed restrictions on the scope and ratification of treaties and executive 
agreements entered into by the U.S.; legal background to treaty-making 

authority; Dirksen supports Bricker 

1954/2/6 Release, excerpts from remarks at the Award Ceremony of the National Municipal 

League and Look Magazine, Shrine Temple, Peoria IL 
Subjects: The importance of “community”; too often local government is 

neglected by citizens, resulting in “municipal illiteracy”; when local government 

fails, we become dependent on the national government and that leads to 

socialism 

1954/2/22 Excerpts from remarks at the observance of the birth anniversary of George 
Washington, Scottish Rite Temple, East St. Louis IL 

Subjects: The importance of tradition; Washington’s legacy 

1954/3/8 Reporters’ Roundup, Mutual Broadcasting System [18 double-spaced pages of 

transcript. Dirksen is the only guest] 

Subjects: The split in the Republican Party reflected in the “running battle” 
between Senator Joseph McCarthy and the Eisenhower administration; the impact 

of McCarthy on the 1954 elections; Dirksen’s role as intermediary between 

McCarthy and the administration; prospects for procedural reforms in the Senate 
as called for by the president; the prospects for reconciliation between the two 

wings of the Republican Party; the treatment of witnesses before congressional 

committees; the possibility that McCarthy’s tactics threaten civil liberties; reaction 
to a recent televised speech by Adlai Stevenson and the issue of “equal time” 

1954/3/17 Excerpts from remarks to the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, Philadelphia PA 
Subjects: Salute to the patron saint of Ireland; the march of freedom; today’s 

threats to freedom from without and within; the bases for hope 

1954/4/6 Remarks, Conference of Republican Women, Constitution Hall, Washington DC 

Subjects: Challenges the audience to work for Republican congressional 

candidates in 1954 to ensure a continuation of progress toward “solvency, 
prosperity, national harmony, peace, and the recapture of complete freedom and 

leadership” 
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1954/5/14 Testimony before the Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations of the [Senate] 
Committee on Government Operations 

Subjects: The issuance of subpoenas for members of the Loyalty Board; 

testimony of January 19 in executive session; efforts by a Mr. Adams, who visited 

Dirksen in his office, to have the senator kill the subpoenas; “the Cohn-Schine 
controversy” 

1954/6/8 “Those Monitored Calls” 

Subjects: The Army-McCarthy controversy; recounts a series of contacts between 

Secretary of the Army Stevens and David Schine before concluding, “This is a 
record which certainly reflects an extraordinary readiness on the part of the 

Secretary of the Army to please Mr. Schine. It is not a record, however, which 

reflects pressure, improper or otherwise, in any significant degree [as the Army 

charged with respect to McCarthy and Roy Cohn] 

1954/7/30 “An Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute Offered by Mr. Dirksen” 
Subjects: Opposes the Senate’s proposed censure of Joseph McCarthy 

1954/7/30 Senate floor remarks, Congressional Record [Dirksen’s first extended remarks 
defending McCarthy] 

Subjects: Participates in the Senate debate over an effort by Senator Ralph 

Flanders to strip Joseph McCarthy of his committee chairmanship and prevent him 
from chairing any committee or subcommittee; Dirksen charges that Flanders’s 

efforts are supported by communists, the Americans for Democratic Action, and 

other interest groups who have orchestrated the attacks on McCarthy; refutes the 
charge that McCarthy has abused his power under Senate rules 

1954/8/20 Senate floor remarks, “Reminiscences of the 83rd Congress,” Congressional 
Record 

Subjects: Deaths of senators; the nature of the Senate as a club; comments on 

Senator Robert Kerr’s recent speech attacking Secretary of Agriculture Ezra Taft 
Benson; pays tribute to Wayne Morse, Lyndon Johnson, and William Knowland; 

the importance of civility; the record of Congress (“Progress is made not by what 

goes on the statute books but by what comes off”) 

1954/8/31 “Supplemental Views of Senator Everett McKinley Dirksen to the Majority Report 

of the Special Committee to Investigate the Army-McCarthy Controversy” [Drafts 
included] 

Subjects: Summary of the investigation into whether or not Senator McCarthy and 

certain members of his staff sought preferential treatment from the Army for G. 
David Schine 

1954/9/22 Remarks, Eighth Biennial Convention of the National Federation of Republican 
Women, Los Angeles CA [Nine plus double-spaced, legal pages] 

Subjects: The record of failure and war when Democrats controlled the federal 

government; the “dreary” 20 months since Eisenhower became president because 
of all the inherited issues he faced; Democrats have had but one objective—to 

cause the new administration to fail; the stakes in the 1954 

1954/10/11 Release 

Subjects: Calls on the White House for federal aid to Chicago and Cook County in 

the wake of flooding 

1954/10/19 Interview, Colorado Springs CO [Draft included] 
Subjects: Observations on Dirksen’s campaigning for Republican Senate 

candidates; predicts a Republican majority in the new Congress; campaign issues 
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1954/10/29 Statement to William Tice, INS 
Subjects: Predicts a Republican majority in the new Senate; campaign issues fall 

under the umbrella of “self-preservation”: Korea, communism, corruption, 

pocketbook issues 

1954 

November 

“Unfinished Business,” Washington Newsletter published by the National 

Federation of Republican Women [Dirksen column] 
Subjects: President Eisenhower needs a Republican Congress to stay the course 

1954/11/7 Meet the Press, NBC Television [Dirksen is the only guest] 
Subjects: Dirksen explains the reasons for Republicans’ failure to maintain control 

of Congress; the McCarthy controversy as a factor; Dirksen asked about his 

defense of McCarthy and his opposition to the proposed censure resolution to be 
considered next week in the Senate; the “Watkins Committee” investigation of 

McCarthy; Dirksen announces his support of Eisenhower in 1956 

3




