
Remarks, Release, Interviews Item-Level Listing 

 

1955  

1955/1/9 Face the Nation, CBS Radio Network [Dirksen was the only guest] 
Subjects: An evaluation of President Eisenhower’s State of the Union address as 

the basis for unity in the Republican Party on such issues as the Bricker 

Amendment and a proposed three-year extension of the Reciprocal Trade Act; 
Eisenhower’s proposals for a federal pay raise; prospects for a balanced 

budget; a farm price support plan; Dirksen’s position on housing, aid to 

education, and the health re-insurance bill; Senate committee ratios and 
assignments; American flyers in the hands of communist China; the role of 

procedures in congressional investigating committees; Dirksen supports a study 

of the Irving Peress case 

1955/2/5 Release, Dirksen’s statement on the Senate floor [Draft included] 

Subjects: Defends the administration’s “firmness” on the Formosa issue and the 
defense of Quemoy and the Matsu islands 

1955/2/5 Release 
Subjects: Dirksen joins colleagues to introduce a joint resolution providing for a 

four-year extension of the Interstate Oil Compact first approved by Congress in 

1935 

1955/2/7 Remarks, Abraham Lincoln Dinner, Monmouth IL 

Subjects: The Lincoln legacy; remembering Gettysburg and Lincoln’s 
Gettysburg Address; the time has come for “a rededication of spirit” and “a re-

examination of our direction, our purpose, our destiny and our duty”; the 

importance of freedom, which is under attack, to the nation’s future 

1955/2/12 “Patterns for America’s Tomorrow,” The Abraham Lincoln National Republican 
Club [22 double-spaced pages. Draft included] 

Subjects: The Lincoln legacy; the birth of the Republican Party; the Gettysburg 

Address; the challenges to freedom from “the Red horde” and “Red 

imperialism”; the growth in population and its impact on the economy; 
socialism and control (examples cited include Great Britain, the Dixon-Yates 

contract, and ceding power to the president); public apathy; subversives in 

government; the literature of fear which leads people to defer to the 
government 

1955/2/15 Form letter to “Dear Committeeman” 

Subjects: Brief updates on meetings and pending legislation 

1955/2/19 Release 

Subjects: Appointments to the U.S. Military Academy and the U.S. Air Force 

Academy 

1955/3/5 Release 

Subjects: Appointments to the U.S. Naval Academy 

1955/3/17 Remarks, Irish Fellowship Club, Conrad Hilton Hotel, Chicago 

Subjects: The legacy of St. Patrick; introduces Richard Nixon; includes Nixon’s 
remarks 

1



1955/3/20 Remarks, Annual Breakfast of the Masonic Lodges of New York, Astor Hotel, 
New York NY [Outline included] 

Subjects: In the ten years since the war’s end, “what anxiety, what unease, 

what frustration, what thwarting of the hopes of mankind has been the world’s 

constant fare”; the “atom age” ushered in “the age of fear”; hope rests in the 
“inspired soul”; uses the term “quo vadis,” or “whither go we” to set the tone; 

“The constant, intelligent, undramatic application of man’s mind and soul to 

that which God placed in the universe is the wellspring of human progress”; the 
fundamental importance of the individual 

1955/3/20 Remarks, Israel Bond Drive Dinner, Chicago [Hand-annotated outline and draft 

included] 

Subjects: The development of Israel as a nation; Israel’s national security 

(compares it to the eastern European nations overtaken by the Soviet Union); 
the importance of Israel’s survival; employs “Every man’s death diminishes me, 

because I am of mankind” 

1955/3/21 Reporters’ Roundup, Mutual Broadcasting System [Dirksen is the only guest] 

Subjects: President Eisenhower’s prospects for reelection in 1956; the reported 
split in the Republican Party; American soldiers and flyers being held by Red 

China and a proposal to blockade China; Illinois politics; rumors of a deal 

between the administration and a Senate committee with regard to the 

McCarthy controversy; the possibility of a third party identified with McCarthy; 
the Bricker Amendment 

1955/3/23 Release 

Subjects: Vice President Nixon has appointed Dirksen to the Board of Visitors of 

the U.S. Naval Academy and to the Joint Committee on Reduction of Non-
Essential Federal Expenditures 

1955/3/23 Release 
Subjects: The Illinois Waterway and the Calumet-Sag Canal 

1955/3/31 “The Passing of Colonel McCormick” 
Subjects: Honoring the memory of Colonel Robert R. McCormick 

1955/5/15 Remarks, Annual Dinner of the Lithuanian Chamber of Commerce, Bismarck 

Hotel, Chicago IL 

Subjects: The 37th anniversary of Lithuanian freedom and independence 

1955/5/16 Release 

Subjects: Remarks at the Annual Dinner of the Lithuanian Chamber of 
Commerce 

1955 June Form letter to “Dear Party Leader” 
Subjects: Report on Dirksen’s activities, including his speaking schedule, April 

17-May 29, and a list of radio and TV stations carrying his weekly broadcasts 

1955/6/2 Telegram from the Ambassador to the Philippines 

Subjects: Invites Dirksen to a briefing during Dirksen’s trip to the Far East 

1955/6/3 Release 

Subjects: Dirksen and Senator Earl Clements, members of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, will leave for a four-week survey and inspection of 

U.S. operations in Asia, the Middle East, and Europe as a special subcommittee 
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1955/6/6 Release, Senate Appropriations Committee 
Subjects: Dirksen and Clements will study the Mutual Security program during 

their trip and will return in time to report to the committee when the Mutual 

Security bill is being considered 

1955/7/14 Release 

Subjects: Dirksen and Paul Douglas introduce a bill to provide for increased 
diversion of water from Lake Michigan for experimental purposes 

1955/7/23 “Supplemental Appropriations FY 1956 Department of Defense Military 
Construction” [Includes shorthand notes and telegrams to various outlets 

announcing the funding] 

Subjects: A list of projects and appropriations by state and overseas 

1955/7/24 Release, Office of Senator Clifford P. Case 

Subjects: Case, Dirksen, and colleagues welcome President Eisenhower upon 
his return from Geneva 

1955/8/8 Release 

Subjects: Dirksen’s efforts to protect U.S. coal and petroleum industries from 

excessive oil imports 

1955/8/18 Remarks, Illinois State Fair, Springfield IL [Draft included] 

Subjects: Recounts the Douglas-Lincoln exchange in 1954 at Illinois’s second 
state fair; Republicans should continue their dedication to the fundamental 

purposes of peace, freedom, national security, protection from subversives, 

economic productivity, the pursuit of happiness; the challenge of 1956 

1955 September Remarks, Illinois Medical Association Auxiliary 

Subjects: Eisenhower’s health; criticism of recent Supreme Court decisions 

1955 October Remarks, Annual Meeting of the American Life Convention, Chicago 
Subjects: “An expert is someone who can advise you how to go wrong with 

confidence”; the purposes of government (survival, preservation of a free 

system, to do for people what they cannot do for themselves); national defense 

spending; subversives in government; foreign aid; the need to encourage “the 
competitive spirit”; “creeping socialism” (Dixon-Yates); the expansion of the 

federal government; a proposal to set up a federal health reinsurance 

corporation; calls for people to stay vigilant, using the talking parrot anecdote 

1955 October Remarks, untitled but apparently delivered to a group of bankers 

Subjects: Testament to Orville Hodge; silver, gold, and the value of the dollar; 
public bewilderment about “the astronomical and gargantuan proportions of 

government”; the purposes of government (preservation, maintain a free 

economy, to do for people what they cannot do for themselves); thrift and 
solvency 

1955 October Oration at the Grand Lodge Session, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of 

Illinois [Page proofs] 

Subjects: The unfoldment of the country over the 463 years since Columbus; 

the fear engendered by the atomic age and the spread of communism; 
Dirksen’s impressions from his recent trip overseas; “the philosophy of the 

individual” 

1955/10/6 Release, DuPage County Republicans 

Subjects: Dirksen to speak on October 20 
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1955/10/7 Release, “Announcement of Candidacy for Reelection to U.S. Senate” [Draft 
included] 

Subjects: Dirksen’s record and qualifications; “the goals of human living which I 

seek to keep in mind” (peace; freedom; national security; sound fiscal policy; 

expanding the enjoyment of living; the material and human resources which we 
possess; fair and prudent management of our national affairs, coupled with 

faith and optimism). Attached to the announcement is a letter from President 

Eisenhower, September 18, 1955, supporting Dirksen 

1955/10/13 Release, DuPage County Republicans 
Subjects: Preparations for Dirksen’s October 20th speech 

1955/10/20 Release, DuPage County Republicans 
Subjects: Dirksen’s October 20th speech 

1955/11/1 Handwritten note to Dirksen from Richard Nixon on LaSalle Hotel, Chicago, 
stationery 

Subjects: On behalf of President Eisenhower, extends congratulations on the 

widening and deepening of the Calumet-Sag Canal 

1955/11/2 Release, remarks at the ground-breaking for the widening and deepening of the 
Calumet-Sag Canal [Draft included] 

Subjects: The “rebirth of Chicago’s great position as the crossroads of the 

world” 

1955/11/11 Release, Office of Senator Frederick G. Payne 

Subjects: Senators, including Dirksen, welcome President Eisenhower back to 
Washington following recovery from his heart attack and pledge to support his 

philosophy and program 
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