
Remarks, Release, Interviews Item-Level Listing 

 

1958 

1958 Untitled, undated remarks, apparently at a Masonic dinner with many other 
senators 

Subjects: The Masonic order has taught Dirksen one fundamental principle, i.e., 

“that the hope of the universe and the hope of society reposes in the individual, 
in his integrity, his dignity, his peace of mind and the power that he can wield 

in the area where he lives and serves”; “How does one achieve peace of mind?” 

1958 Introduction of Dirksen by Peter C. Granata 

1958/1/15 Radio Broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: The beginning of the second session of the 85th Congress; the 
congressional schedule and the off-year elections; pending legislation 

1958/1/20 “Salute to the President,” Chicago IL 
Subjects: Testament to Dwight Eisenhower 

1958/1/22 Radio Broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Dirksen recalls his visit to the Dachau concentration camp in 1945; 

German rocketry, the Soviet Union’s capture of it, and the development of 

American rocketry  

1958/1/26 “Some Observations on Missiles and Rockets,” Radio-TV [Outline] 
Subjects: See 1958/1/22 

1958/1/27 Radio Broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: Presidential disability; Dirksen’s 1938 reference to that “infirm man in 

the White House”; President Eisenhower’s illnesses; Senate hearings on 

presidential disability legislation; summarizes various bills dealing with 
presidential disability  

1958/2/2 Youth Wants to Know, NBC [Dirksen and Dr. J. Wallace Joyce are the guests] 
Subjects: The launch of “the American earth satellite”; political implications; 

the American and Russian space programs; federal aid to education as an 

element; comments on a variety of domestic and foreign policy issues in 
response to questions from young people 

1958/2/3 Radio Broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: A history and explanation of “the farm problem” of surplus production 

and depressed demand; current legislation 

1958/2/9 Radio Broadcast [Partial text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Federal aid for scientific and engineering education 

1958/2/10 Release 

Subjects: Contract awarded for the Austin Postal Station 
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1958/2/13 Telegram [Draft included] 
Subjects: “With the successful launching of a satellite to reassure the World, 

and particularly our citizens here at home, it is time that we recover our 

emotional balance and look upon re-establishing our domestic tranquility”; calls 

for “balancing the budget, eliminating Government from business, easing the 
tax load upon ordinary citizens and little business alike, and the many other 

factors that go into maintaining peace and prosperity”; calls for the election of a 

Republican majority in Congress 

1958/2/16 “The Book Nobody Knows,” Radio broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 
constituents] 

Subjects: A review of the budget process; analyzes the spending and taxing 

provisions; people “buy the deficit” 

1958/2/19 Release 

Subjects: Construction of the Oaklawn Post Office 

1958/2/23 “Since When Do We Pay a Nickel to Mail a Letter,” Radio broadcast [Text of his 

weekly broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: Postal rate bill; history, workload, and funding needs of the Post 

Office 

1958/2/28 Release, Antitrust and Monopoly Subcommittee 

Subjects: The subcommittee report, “Study of Administered Prices in the Steel 

Industry,” which concludes that price increases were not warranted; Dirksen’s 
“Individual Views” disagreed “emphatically” with “the majority’s report that the 

so-called administered prices are associated with monopoly power”; lists the 12 

charges against the industry in the majority report 

1958 March Release [Reference information included] 
Subjects: Refers to the Antitrust and Monopoly Subcommittee release of 

February 28, 1958, emphasizing Dirksen’s minority views 

1958/3/2 Radio Broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Current controversy between Secretary of Agriculture Ezra Taft 

Benson and Congress; Dirksen’s insistence that the issue come before the 
weekly leadership meeting at the White House; the president’s defense of 

Benson; describes Benson’s qualifications 

1958/3/10 Radio Broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Activities of the McClellan Committee investigating labor racketeering 

and the House Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee investigation of 
the Federal Communications Commission; congressional oversight of regulatory 

agencies such as the Interstate Commerce Commission and the Securities and 

Exchange Commission, among others; difficulties in attracting qualified people 
to government jobs 

1958/3/16 Radio Broadcast [Partial text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: A bill to extend the Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act for five years; 

the work of the Tariff Commission; quotas; history of tariffs 
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1958/3/17 Remarks, 174th Anniversary Dinner of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, Hotel 
Astor, New York NY [Draft included] 

Subjects: St. Patrick’s legacy; history is “the unfoldment of a divine pattern”; 

the incubation of individual liberty; people’s aspirations for freedom worldwide; 

Dirksen’s resolution in the Senate that the Irish should determine their own 
destiny; the contradiction between encouraging freedom overseas but ignoring 

Great Britain’s domination of Ireland 

1958/3/20 “National School Lunch Program” 

Subjects: History of the program; the allocation of federal funds; table of 
appropriations, 1947-58 

1958/3/23 Radio Broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: The national school lunch program operations 

1958 April “Senator Dirksen Sets the Record Straight,” Minority Views on Steel [33-page 
bound report] 

Subjects: Hearings before the Senate Subcommittee on Antitrust and Monopoly 

On Administered Prices; denounces the majority report for its “false assumption 
that administered prices are necessarily monopoly prices” 

1958/4/2 “Easter and Taxes,” Radio broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 

constituents] 

Subjects: Possible responses to the economic recession (public works, extend 

unemployment benefits, tax reduction); Easter recalls the principles of “the Man 
from Galilee” which, if applied by the world’s leaders, would result in peace and 

alleviate the burden of defense spending thereby leading to tax reduction 

1958/4/8 Radio Broadcast [Partial text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Criticism of Congress for “pork barrel” spending and logrolling; 
defends such spending and explains how requests are handled; three projects 

near Alton IL; the Shelbyville Reservoir project; the Illinois-Hennepin Canal 

project 

1958/4/11 Telegram release 

Subjects: Illinoisans selected to represent Illinois at the World’s Trade Fair 

1958/4/14 “The Jenner Bill,” Radio broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents. 

Outline included] 
Subjects: Opposes the bill to bar the Supreme Court from hearing five 

categories of cases; struggles between the Congress and the Supreme Court; 

the federal court system; reviews pertinent Supreme Court cases since 1954, 
including the “Nelson case,” the “Jencks case,” and the “Watkins case” 

1958/4/27 “President and the Law-Making Process,” Radio broadcast [Text of his weekly 
broadcast to constituents. Outline included] 

Subjects: Two vetoes pending before the Senate (a bill to freeze price supports, 

and the rivers and harbors bill); the system of checks and balances; the 
constitutional procedure for law-making; the veto power; reactions to the 

vetoes; the line item veto 
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1958/4/28 “General Discussion,” Radio broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 
constituents] 

Subjects: A review of the second session of the 85th Congress (recession, 

Sputnik, public works spending, defense appropriations, the Mutual Security 

Program and foreign aid appropriations, the rivers and harbors bill, the 
community facilities bill, anti-recession bills, federal aid to education, the 

Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act extension) 

1958/4/29 “Congress Listens,” 46th Annual Meeting of the Chamber of Commerce of the 

United States, Washington DC [Seven single-spaced pages] 
Subjects: The conference theme is “Action,” which Dirksen endorses; concerns 

over collectivism, lip service to the free enterprise system, and the anti-

business bias; a call to action with suggestions for how to approach Congress; 

freedom is the essence of the free enterprise system “and merits and deserves 
the action of the citizenry as at no other time in the history of this Republic”; 

legacy to his grandchildren 

1958/5/2 Release 

Subject: Contract award 

1958/5/2 Telegram release 

Subject: Post Office construction, Casey IL 

1958/5/5 Radio Broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: History of the Soviet Union’s use of the veto in the United Nations 
Security Council and its recent veto of a resolution for inspections in the Arctic; 

Soviets will not cooperate in disarmament which has the effect of committing 

the U.S. to an arms race at a high cost; the defense perimeter 

1958/5/9 Telegram release 
Subjects: The Calumet-Sag Navigation Project 

1958/5/12 “Change,” Radio broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents. 
Handwritten outline included] 

Subjects: “Change is eternal”; changes in government as a result of new people 

in each of the three branches of the federal government; constitutional 
provisions regarding elections; the system of checks and balances; “I long ago 

learned that formula of vegetate or decay, grow or die. And government is not 

unlike that. I think it’s just like individuals … .” 

1958/5/19 “Do You Think You Could Win a War by Controlling the Weather?” Radio 

broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: Creation of the National Science Foundation; Sputnik accelerated 

interest in science education; congressional testimony urging attention to the 

“soft or behavioral sciences”; weather dynamics and the potential for 
manipulation 

1958/5/22 Telegram release 
Subjects: Construction of four Nike sites near St. Louis MO 

1958/5/22 Release 
Subjects: Construction contracts awarded for expansion of the Veterans 

hospital, Downey IL 

1958/5/23 Release 

Subjects: Wicker Park IL Post Office 
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1958/5/26 “Russian America [aka Alaska],” Radio broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast 
to constituents] 

Subjects: History of Russian exploration in what is today the U.S.; the Alaskan 

Territory and statehood; the process to achieve statehood 

1958/6/2 “The Fourth Unknown Soldier,” Radio broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast 

to constituents] 
Subjects: Introduces grandchildren Cissy and Darek; the hope for peace to 

avoid the fourth Unknown Soldier; the unsettled world; hope resides in the 

“reconstruction of individual hearts and minds”; the components of national 
strength; the defense perimeter; defense spending 

1958/6/6 Release 
Subjects: Carl U. Luers named Federal Housing Administration Director for 

Southern Illinois 

1958/6/9 Radio Broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Recent charges with respect to the use of congressional influence on 

federal agencies, primarily the Federal Communications Commission; the 
Legislation Reorganization Act of 1946; congressional oversight of regulatory 

agencies; the responsibility to help constituents with the bureaucracy; reviews 

his constituent case work 

1958/6/16 Radio Broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Intends to dispel the current gloomy mood resulting from the current 
economic difficulties; cites improvements in productive capacity, the increase in 

the gross domestic product, increased labor productivity, the promise of 

increased demand for products because of demographic trends, and innovation 
as evidenced in the space program, in plastics, and in paper 

1958/6/17 Release 

Subjects: Contract for dredging the Calumet River 

1958/6/18 Radio Broadcast  

Subjects: Testament to Senator William Langer 

1958/6/19 Release 

Subjects: Contract awarded to a Chicago firm for construction at the Sawyer Air 

Force Base, Marquette MI 

1958/6/20 Release 

Subjects: Contract awarded for construction of four Nike sites on Chicago’s 
South Side 

1958/6/23 Radio Broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: The relationship of the District of Columbia to Congress; Dirksen 

chaired the House Committee on the District of Columbia 

1958/6/24 Release 

Subjects: Contract awarded to the Admiral Corporation of Chicago IL 

1958/6/24 Release 

Subjects: Construction contract awarded for the conversion of the Nike Ajax 
installations to the more advanced Nike Hercules guided missile 
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1958/6/30 “Public Debt,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 
constituents] 

Subjects: The federal fiscal year; revenues, expenditures, deficits, public debt, 

government borrowing, the debt limit 

1958/7/2 Telegram release [Reference information included] 

Subjects: The Justice Department is proceeding with plans for the construction 
of a maximum security prison and youth correctional institution in southern 

Illinois 

1958/7/7 Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: The pending extension of the Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act; the 

relationship between imports and domestic production; history of reciprocal 
trade since 1934; southern opposition to the extension represents a change in 

economic circumstances; quotas on residual oil; U.S. companies’ foreign plants 

constrain the foreign markets for domestic producers; the conflict between 
high-wage labor in the U.S. and low-wage labor elsewhere 

1958/7/9 Release 
Subjects: Construction contracts for projects in eight Illinois cities 

1958/7/11 Memorandum [Prepared for the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. Includes 

shorthand notes and Dirksen’s handwritten draft] 

Subjects: The federal budget at fiscal year-end and the need for spending 

restraint 

1958/7/15 “Government Control of Freedom of Movement,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text 
of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: A Supreme Court decision regarding passport visas; the State 

Department’s refusal to issue passports to those who fail to answer questions 
regarding their affiliation with communist organizations; pending bills to 

authorize the State Department to deny passports in light of the Court’s 

decision that the department could not refuse passports on these grounds; is 

the freedom to travel a basic liberty? Dirksen argues that the government 
should have the right to refuse passports to those of questionable background 

1958/7/17 Telegram release 

Subjects: Construction contract for Chanute Air Force Base 

1958/7/21 “Foreign Aid,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 

constituents] 

Subjects: In this feverish world, it is time to return to fundamentals, i.e., “the 
survival of our country as a free country”; we must “make sure we preserve 

strength and vitality on the home front”; in addition, “we have to have force 

capabilities”; the defense perimeter; Dirksen’s support of the Mutual Security 
Program; reviews the program 

1958/7/28 Release 
Subjects: Loans to St. Xavier College; water projects 

1958/7/29 Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: Last report of the congressional session; quotes Edward Gibbon that 

progress is made not by what goes on the statute books but often by what 

comes off; defense and defense-related spending; reciprocal trade; mutual 
security; anti-recession measures; government spending and debt 
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1958 August Release 
Subjects: Dirksen’s speaking schedule, August 21-November 3, 1958 

1958/8/6 Release 
Subjects: Contract for remodeling a government building in Chicago 

1958/8/7 Telegram release 
Subjects: Mail delivery to Cary IL 

1958/8/8 Release 

Subjects: Postal facilities, Chicago IL 

1958/8/20 Release 

Subjects: Federal loan to Illinois Institute of Technology 

1958/8/20 Release, “Exemption of Professional Sports Teams From Antitrust Laws” 

[Amendment text included] 

Subjects: Dirksen’s amendment to H.R. 13254, the Food Additive bill, to 
exempt sports from antitrust laws in response to the Supreme Court’s Radovich 

decision 

1958/8/27 “The Magnificent Missionary,” Lincoln-Douglas Ceremonies, Freeport IL 

Subjects: Abraham Lincoln’s legacy; Lincoln’s career; the Lincoln-Douglas 
debates 

1958/9/4 Release [Annotated draft included] 
Subjects: Federal loan to the University of Chicago 

1958/9/8 Release, National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues 
Subjects: Commends Dirksen for assuring that the tax relief bill includes the 

elimination of excise taxes on admissions to baseball games 

1958/9/15 Remarks, Induction of Win G. Knoch, Judge of the U.S. District Court, as Judge 

of the U.S. Court of Appeals, Seventh Circuit 
Subjects: Anniversary of the Lincoln-Douglas debates; the Dred Scott decision; 

the Jenner-Butler bill; the Bridges bill; the Watkins, Jencks, and Koenigsburg 

Supreme Court cases; controversial Supreme Court cases pending; the role and 

importance of the federal judiciary; testament to Knoch 

1958/9/18 Remarks, Lincoln-Douglas Ceremonies, Charleston IL 
Subjects: Lincoln-Douglas debates; the cause of civil rights 

1958/9/25 Release 
Subjects: Appointment of Fred B. Huebenthal as the director of the Federal 

Home Administration office in Chicago IL 

1958/10/1 Telegram draft [Annotated] 

Subjects: The 1958 elections in Illinois and the Eisenhower record 

1958/10/1 Release, Associated Negro Press, Inc., National News Service 

Subjects: Excerpts from Dirksen’s September 18, 1958, remarks in Charleston 
IL 
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1958/10/7 “Abraham Lincoln,” 100th Anniversary of the Lincoln-Douglas Debate at 
Galesburg IL 

Subjects: Lincoln-Douglas debates; the matter of “tradition”; “History is but the 

unfoldment of a divine pattern”; Lincoln as an instrument of destiny to raise the 

moral objection to slavery; Lincoln’s presidential speeches and his legacy 

1958/10/20 Release 
Subjects: Funding for the Chicago Medical College, the University of Chicago, 

Presbyterian-St. Luke, and the Illinois Institute of Technology 

 

1958/10/20 Release 

Subjects: A contract awarded to the Teletype Corporation of Chicago 

1958/10/20 Release 

Subjects: Construction of the Elsdon Post Office station 

1958 November Telegram release 
Subjects: Loan to Keensburg IL 

1958/11/4 Release 
Subjects: Relocation of the Chicago Post Office’s lubratorium 

1958/11/7 Release 

Subjects: Defends the cost of advertising against the attack by the majority of 

the Senate antitrust and Monopoly Subcommittee; criticizes the majority report 

on several scores 

1958/11/13 Release 
Subjects: Named to serve on the Senate delegation to the fourth annual 

conference of NATO Parliaments 

1958/11/13 Release [Draft included] 

Subjects: Post Office seeking bids for construction of the Rogers Park Station 

1958/11/18 Release 

Subjects: Post Office seeking bids for construction of the Rogers Park Station 

1958 December Telegram release 

Subjects: Post Office construction, Coulterville IL 

1958/12/1 Release 

Subjects: A meeting scheduled to consider construction of a new federal 
building in Chicago IL 

1958/12/4 Release 
Subjects: Contract awarded to the Stewart Warner Company 

1958/12/14 Release 

Subjects: Post Office construction, Royalton IL 
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