
Remarks, Release, Interviews Item-Level Listing 

 

1960 

1960 Individual Views of Dirksen and Kenneth Keating 
Subjects: Critical of the majority report of a subcommittee investigating the 

operation of the Office of Alien Property Administration 

1960 Telegram Release 

Subjects: Post Office construction in Murphysboro IL 

1960 “Brief Summary of Administered Prices Drugs, Minority Views” 

Subjects: Disputes majority views as “a voluminous fantasy”; offers eleven 
points of dispute 

1960 “Differences in the Two Major Political Parties” 
Subjects: The Republican Party carries on in the Lincoln tradition and supports 

“the doctrine of free markets, that government should only engage in activities 

beyond the capacity of individuals or states,” the maintenance of peace, free 
collective bargaining, and fiscal and financial stability; the Democratic Party is a 

divided party and “is confused and ambiguous on many issues involving 

individual rights” 

1960/1/11 “The Marigold as Our National Floral Emblem,” Senate floor remarks, 

Congressional Record reprint 
Subjects: David Burpee’s development of the marigold; S.J. Res. 146 

designating the American marigold (Tagetes erecta) as the national floral 

emblem of the U.S. 

1960/1/13 “The Second Session of the 86th Congress Comes Into Being,” Radio and TV 

broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: Explains how his weekly broadcasts are produced and distributed; the 

congressional workload in the first session; a preview of congressional action 

(appropriations, the wheat surplus, the steel strike, national security, civil 
rights, among others) 

1960/1/17 “The State of the Union Message,” American Forum of the Air [A panel of four, 
including Dirksen] 

Subjects [on which Dirksen spoke]: The president’s proposals for the military 

program (including missiles); relations with the Soviet Union; disarmament 
talks; the steel strike and wage and price increases in the industry; tax 

reduction and the federal budget; a civil rights bill 

1960/1/18 NBC Radio program from Dirksen’s Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 

broadcast to constituents. May have been broadcast on February 4, 1960] 

Subjects: The Republican Party is a conservative party; prospects for a third 
political party; the process of selecting candidates by convention; the role of 

the individual in a political party and in the decisions of government; the type 

of person who enters politics has changed; how voters decide to vote; the role 
of patronage in politics; challenges ahead to the political system 

1960/1/18 Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: The president’s budget as our national pocketbook; breaks down the 

spending and the revenue accounts; national debt 
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1960/1/22 “Fakery to Obtain Headlines and Front Page Stories Will Not be Tolerated,” 
Senate floor remarks [Mimeograph] 

Subjects: Complains about the hearings conducted by the Subcommittee on 

Antitrust and Monopoly 

1960/1/22 “Pricing Policies of Drug Industry,” Senate floor remarks [Congressional Record 

reprint] 
Subjects: Complains about the hearings conducted by the Subcommittee on 

Antitrust and Monopoly 

1960/1/25 “The Unsweet Sugar Problem,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 

broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: The Sugar Act of 1934 to introduce price stability to the sugar 
market; the allocation of the sugar market to Cuba; the act expires on 

December 31; other nations seek a portion of the U.S. sugar market; the effect 

of Castro’s revolution in Cuba; two bills are pending in the House 

1960 February Untitled [probably a release from Dirksen and Senator Barry Goldwater] 

Subjects: Dirksen and Senator Barry Goldwater of the Subcommittee on the 
Problems of the Aged and Aging dispute the majority report’s recommendation 

that the federal government should provide health services for all recipients of 

old-age and survivors’ disability insurance benefits and that Social Security 
benefits should be increased 

1960/2/1 “Senate Battle Lines on Civil Rights Again Drawn,” Radio and TV broadcast 
[Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Identifies three groups (southerners, liberals, and moderates); 

reviews developments during his House days in fair employment practices, the 
poll tax, anti-lynching, school integration; the Civil Rights Act of 1957; expects 

a new bill on February 15 

1960/2/8 Norman Rockwell Presentation 

Subjects: Rockwell presents My Adventures as an Illustrator to Dirksen, who 

speaks about his own interest in illustrating and compliments the artist; 
Rockwell’s “four freedoms” work in World War II 

1960/2/8 “A Visit with Lincoln” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 

constituents] 

Subjects: The Lincoln legacy endures 

1960/2/15 “The Coming Battler of Interest Rates,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his 

weekly broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: The process of saving and investing; the government’s need to 

borrow to finance operations and payments on the public debt; the Treasury 

Department has asked Congress to raise the limit on the interest rate originally 
set in 1918 so that government debt is more appealing to investors 

1960/2/22 “The Great Missile Debate,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 
broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: The missile gap; a review of the national security budget; the process 

of creating a defense budget; congressional review of the budget request; the 
Soviet threat 
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1960/2/27 “The Man from Illinois,” The Cooper Union to mark the 100th anniversary of 
Abraham Lincoln’s Cooper Union Address [Reference materials, press coverage, 

annotated drafts, and reading copy included—one of the most extensive speech 

files in the Dirksen collection] 

Subjects: Lincoln’s legacy; the slavery issue; the “Lost Speech”; the Lincoln-
Douglas debates; Lincoln’s Cooper Union Address 

1960/2/29 “Government Contracts and Job Opportunities,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text 

of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Racial discrimination in employment; the Commission on Government 
Contracts as part of the civil rights legislative package; efforts to achieve 

statutory authority for the Fair Employment Practices Commission 

1960/3/7 “How the Senate Got on Dead Center,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his 

weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: A brief history of civil rights; fair employment and the Commission on 
Government Contracts; segregation in schools; Senate procedures to consider 

the administration’s civil rights bill; Dirksen’s seven amendments offered on 

February 15th to a bill involving a claim against a school district in Missouri; the 
southern filibuster 

1960/3/14 “The Right to Disagree,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast 
to constituents] 

Subjects: The legislative process includes the right to disagree at many stages; 

the example of the water pollution bill 

1960/3/21 “Open the Door Richard,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast 

to constituents] 
Subjects: Legislative history of immigration; controversial provisions of the 

McCarran-Walter Act, including quotas; pending immigration bills, including the 

president’s proposal 

1960/3/24 Remarks, dedication of a statute to honor Senator Pat McCarran 

Subjects: Accepts the statue for the Senate; testament to McCarran 

1960/3/25 Release 
Subjects: The Federal Aviation Agency has approved funding for land 

acquisition for Chicago’s O’Hare International Airport 

1960/3/29 “Some Aspects of Health Insurance,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his 

weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: The adoption of health insurance programs in Germany, Great 
Britain, and Canada; reviews the provisions of the Forand bill to provide 

compulsory health insurance to those aged 65 and over; the concern that 

passing the bill will lead to an experience such as Great Britain’s “compulsory 
socialized medicine” 

1960/4/4 “Halfway in the Second Session of the 86th Congress,” Radio and TV broadcast 
[Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Only one bill has been signed into law; pending measures deal with 

distressed areas, international health, veterans’ benefits, clean elections, a 
Youth Conservation Corps, aid to education, juvenile delinquency, the Keogh-

Simpson-Smathers bill (which Dirksen opposes), omnibus public works, repeal 

of the loyalty oath in the National Science Education Act, food for peace, fair 
trade, minimum wage, the Forand bill, Sugar Act extension, postal pay, and 

various appropriations bills 
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1960/4/5 Untitled remarks, Uline Arena [Apparently to a Republican Women’s group] 
Subjects: The Republican Party will be victorious in 1964 because of “peace and 

prosperity”; the “courageous leadership” of the president; the Republican Party 

as a national party; the belief in freedom 

1960/4/11 “From the Monitor to the Polaris and Beyond,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of 

his weekly broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: The Civil War naval battle of the Monitor and the Merrimac; the 

growth of naval defenses since then; the future will be more expansion and 

increased costs for defense 

1960/4/12 Release by Dirksen and Senator Roman L. Hruska [Attachments included] 

Subjects: The Senate Antitrust and Monopoly Subcommittee’s hearings on the 
drug industry have been slanted, and the minority has not been consulted 

about witnesses 

1960/4/15 Release 

Subjects: Stewart-Wanrer Corporation receives contract for the purchase of 

radio receivers 

1960/4/18 “The Unresolved Problem of Alien Property,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of 
his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Compensation for the seizure of alien property during World War II; 

review of the Trading with the Enemy Act, the Office of Alien Property, and the 

Alien Property Custodian; claims presented to the War Claims Administration, 
including the General Aniline and Film Corporation claim 

1960/4/18 Radio broadcast, WBF [Dirksen substitutes for Senator Thomas Kuchel. 

Annotated draft included] 

Subjects: Dirksen and Kuchel’s working relationship; prospects for peace and 
disarmament; expenditures for mutual security at $41,000,000,000; the space 

race with the Soviet Union; the San Luis water project in California; pending 

legislation 

1960/4/25 “The Annual Struggle of Foreign Aid,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his 

weekly broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: The justification for the mutual security program, with an historical 

overview; “Were we going to let the world drift into chaos and poverty and 

communism or were we a world leader devoted to freedom going to do 

something about it”; the legacy of World War II; the components of foreign aid 

1960 May “Business Men Should Become More Active in Politics,” Illinois State Chamber of 
Commerce 

Subjects: The growth of government as the result of “pressure groups” 

1960/5/2 “Why a Budget?” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 

constituents] 

Subjects: The system of locks and dams on the Illinois River; growth in tonnage 
shipped on the river; a bill is pending to lengthen the locks at a cost of 

$114,000,000; the federal government’s budgetary process 

1960/5/9 “How Much Or How Little,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 

broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Refutes campaign-year charges that Congress is the “Do Little 
Congress”; congressional workload and productivity 
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1960/5/13 “Labor Relations and Railroads,”  Senate floor remarks [Mimeograph] 
Subjects: The Supreme Court’s decision involving the Chicago & Northwestern 

Railroad and the Telegraphers Union; Dirksen offers a bill (S. 3548) to address 

implications 

1960/5/16 “The Business of Intelligence,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 

broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: The evolution of the intelligence business; the National Security Act 

of 1947; recounts anecdote when Dirksen hosted a Soviet Major General in 

1945 while in Egypt; foreign spies in the U.S. 

1960/5/23 “Some Thoughts on Memorial Day,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 

broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: In light of the failure of the recent Summit Conference, Dirksen 

reflects on the casualties in the two world wars; the continuing costs of war in 

terms of veterans, price dislocation, refugees, mutual security programs; 
foreign threats to U.S. security (“How can we be weak in a world where the 

wolves are loose. We wouldn’t dare because we have a great obligation to the 

whole cause of freedom and to the free world”) 

1960/5/26 “Trial by Congressional Investigation,” Marketing Committee of the National 

Association of Manufacturers, Westchester Country Club, New York’ 
Subjects: Critical of procedures used in congressional hearings and 

investigations conducted by the Senate Antitrust and Monopoly Subcommittee 

related to administered prices and alleged concentration in the oil, steel, 
automobile, and drug industries; government over-regulation as a threat to the 

American free enterprise system 

1960/5/26 Telegram release 

Subjects: Bid solicitation for Post Office repairs, McLeansboro IL 

1960/5/31 “Some Thoughts on Foreign Competition in the American Market,” Radio and TV 

broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Foreign competition in the auto industry; the role of tariffs and tariff 
legislation; Reciprocal Trade Agreements; challenges posed to American 

business and labor by the growth in imports 

1960/6/6 “The Unresolved Wheat Problem,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 

broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: The pending wheat bill and the president’s call for action; statistics on 
surplus wheat; storage costs; congressionally-mandated wheat acreage quotas; 

the cost of efforts to address the surplus wheat problem 

1960/6/13 “Some Thoughts on the Loyalty Oath,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his 

weekly broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: The requirement that recipients of National Science Foundation grants 

take a loyalty oath established in 1950; providing for the same oath in the 

Defense Education Act passed in 1958; a Senate bill to repeal the “disclaimer” 

part of the oath now pending; critics’ charge that the oath threatens academic 
freedom (which Dirksen disputes); Dirksen supports the retention of the 

disclaimer 

1960/6/13 Release 

Subjects: Dirksen introduces a Joint Resolution calling for the creation of a 12-
man commission to make a year’s study of foreign competition in the American 

market 
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1960/6/18 Remarks, Republican State Party Convention [To be presented in Dirksen’s 
absence. Hand-typed draft included] 

Subjects: Calls for a united, vigorous effort to achieve victory; analyzes the 

causes of defeat in the 1958 congressional elections; Republicans should ignore 

their differences on minor points and stress their unity on the major issues—
“peace, solvency, preservation of value of the American dollar, national security 

and the performance of proper and necessary services to the people”; 

Republican Governor William Stratton’s achievements in Illinois and President 
Eisenhower’s for the nation 

1960/6/19 Face the Nation, CBS Television and Radio Networks [Dirksen was the only 

guest] 

Subjects: Dirksen as a vice presidential candidate; other Republican vice 

presidential possibilities; the presidential candidates; various campaign issues; 
concern about Democrats’ criticism of the administration’s defense 

preparedness and the missile gap; Dirksen’s assessment of the current 

legislative agenda 

1960/6/20 “The Cold Hard Facts of the Japanese Security Treaty,” Radio and TV broadcast 
[Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: The post-1945 background to the negotiation of a new security treaty 

with Japan, which was signed on January 19, and submitted to the Japanese 

Diet and the U.S. Senate for ratification; unsuccessful attempts by communists 
in Japan to derail ratification and President Eisenhower’s visit to Japan 

1960/6/21 Release 

Subjects: Hearings on S. 3548 related to the Supreme Court case involving the 

Chicago and Northwestern Railroad and the Telegraphers Union 

1960/6/27 “The Senator’s Final Report,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 

broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: The impact of the election year on the Senate; the role of 

partisanship; cleavages of opinion in both political parties on issues such as civil 

rights; disputes the idea of a conservative Republican-conservative southern 
Democratic coalition; the volume of legislative business and “the sprawling 

committee structure”; the president’s role in the legislative process 

1960/7/6 Release 

Subjects: A presentation to Dirksen from Miss Hot Dog 

1960/7/26 Biographical statement 

1960/7/26 Remarks introducing the President of the United States at the Republican 

National Convention, Chicago [Annotated draft and reading copy included] 
Subjects: President Eisenhower’s achievements (“unremitting dedication to 

peace,” “devotion to individual freedom,” “resolve to preserve the solvency of 

this nation,” “devotion to national security and defense,” “ever mindful of 
human needs”) 

1960/8/2 Release 
Subjects: Responds to John Kennedy’s statement regarding Ezra Taft Benson’s 

agricultural policy 

1960/8/7 Script, WMRN Radio 

Subjects: Quotes Dirksen on his bill, S. 3548, related to the Supreme Court 

case involving the Chicago and Northwestern Railroad and the Telegraphers 
Union 
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1960/8/14 Open Hearing, ABC Television Network [Dirksen is the only guest] 
Subjects: Senate debate on a minimum wage bill and medical care for the aged 

(e.g., the Forand bill); pending legislation and the president’s request for action 

on 21 items; Senate rules under which amendments can be attached as riders 

to bills; consideration of a civil rights bill; prospects for a special session; the 
status of defense spending; the absence of presidential candidates from the 

Senate; Dirksen’s relationship with Richard Nixon and with Lyndon Johnson 

1960/8/18 Senate floor remarks [Congressional Record reprint] 

Subjects: The Constitutional Convention and provisions for the structure of 
government; the separation of powers and checks and balances; the 18th 

Amendment as the first example of placing “inhibitions” on the people instead 

of on government; Dirksen’s reasons for voting against the minimum wage bill 

as an unwarranted expansion of federal authority and the destruction of the 
commerce clause even though he favors an increase in the wage rate; Dirksen 

has offered a substitute and expects to be a member of the conference 

committee 

1960 September “Report of the Hon. Everett McKinley Dirksen, Minority Leader of the Senate, on 
the 86th Congress and Prior Sessions of the Congress Under the Eisenhower 

Administration” [Glee D. Gomien, Dirksen’s Executive Secretary, notes that this 

document was personally typed by Dirksen] 

Subjects: The legislative record of the Eisenhower administration [this 
document served as the introduction to 45 reports authored by all the 

Republican senators; no copy of that document is preserved] 

1960/9/1 “An Appraisal” 

Subjects: The second session of the 86th Congress “did not measure up to its 
full legislative responsibilities”; the “credit side” includes the Antarctica Treaty, 

certain provisions of the civil rights bill, appropriations bills, and “a health plan 

for the medically needy”; the “minus side” includes an incomplete civil rights 

bill and failure to address a farm program, unemployment, and interest rates 

1960/9/21 Release 
Subjects: Army contract to Admiral Corporation 

1960/9/26 Release 
Subjects: Dirksen chides John Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson who are 

campaigning in Illinois (“It is only natural that the leaders of the Democratic 

Party want to head for some New Frontier. They’d like to forget their legislative 
failures of the past”) 

1960/9/27 Telegram release 
Subjects: Update on construction project at the Carlyle Dam and the Shelbyville 

Dam 

1960/10/20 Remarks, 58th Annual Banquet of the Michigan Manufacturers’ Association, 

Hotel Statler, Detroit MI [Example of Dirksen’s oratorical style] 

Subjects: “I have learned long ago that the mind will contain what the seat will 
endure”; the legacy of the Constitution; quotes Lincoln to summarize the theme 

of his remarks (“If we could but know where we are and whither we are 

tending, we would know better what to do and how to do it”); recounts the 
story involving Ben Franklin’s response on September 17, 1787, “A Republic if 

you can keep it”; the threats to free enterprise and freedom posed by an 

expanding government—uses the examples of administered prices and labor 
reform legislation (i.e., the secondary boycott, the Landrum-Griffin bill, and the 

Taft-Hartley Act); issues a call to action (the parrot in the oven) 

7



 

1960/10/23 Telegram release 
Subjects: As part of the Nixon campaign swing through the west, Dirksen 

charges that the Kennedy New Frontier program would sabotage U.S. mineral 

development and place agriculture in a straight-jacket; cites Kennedy’s lack of 

accomplishment in the Senate and that he and vice presidential candidate 
Lyndon Johnson voted against each other on 238 bills 

1960/11/3 Telegram release 

Subjects: Excerpts from Dirksen’s campaign remarks in Steeleville IL charging 

the Democratic-led Congress with inaction 

1960/11/3 Telegram release 

Subjects: Post Office construction at Grayville IL 
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