
Remarks, Release, Interviews Item-Level Listing 

 

1961 

1961 Untitled 
Subjects: Contrasts his role as the Senate Minority Leader under Republican 

and Democratic administrations; the process of developing the minority 

position 

1961 “Differences in the Two Major Political Parties” 

Subjects: Statement of Republican Party principles contrasted with the 
Democratic party as “a divided party” which takes contradictory positions 

1961 “What a United States Senator Does” [Drafts included] 

Subjects: The duty of a senator to represent the interests of his state and the 

duty “to investigate and legislate in such a manner so the result is that which 

is best for the nation”; committee workload; constituent mail; a typical day; 
leadership duties 

1961 “What’s Ahead?” 

Subjects: The same basic problems endure; “what might happen will be 

nothing more than the impact of human judgment and personality upon what 
is here”; the “fact of continuity”; threats to freedom; “the vitality of our free 

market system, and solvency at home” 

1961 “Speak Up” 

Subjects: Parallels between the issues facing the 87th Congress and the first 

New Deal Congress 

1961/1/10 “Senator Dirksen of Illinois Lauds ‘Greek Letters and Greek Press Week,’” 

excerpts from Senate floor remarks, the Ahepan (February 1961) 
Subjects: The teaching of Greek and other foreign languages in schools 

1961/1/16 “Budget Comment” 

Subjects: The Eisenhower administration leaves a balanced budget for the new 

administration 

1961/1/16 “The Authority Gap Between Presidents,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his 

weekly broadcast to constituents. Draft included] 
Subjects: The 20th amendment changes presidential inaugurations; the 

Electoral College; suggestions for reducing the time between the election and 

the swearing-in of a president 

1961/1/16 Untitled 

Subjects: Compliments President Eisenhower on his final State of the Union 
message 

1961/1/17 “Problems of the Arms Race” [Congressional Record, Extension of Remarks 
reprint] 

Subjects: The arms race told as a story of Alice and Wonderland 

1961/1/17 Release 

Subjects: Reintroduces a proposal to authorize the construction of seven locks 

on the Illinois Waterway 
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1961/1/17 Release 
Subjects: Introduces a bill for federal aid to education, limiting federal financial 

assistance to the construction of classrooms 

1961/1/23 Senate floor remarks 

Subjects: Introduces a bill to provide penalties for threats against the 

successors to the presidency and to authorize their protection by the Secret 
Service 

1961/1/23 “Navigation Improvement on the Kaskaskia River,” Senate floor remarks 
[Congressional Record reprint] 

Subjects: Introduces a bill to authorize the navigation project estimated to 

cost $58,200,000 and provides the justification 

1961/1/23 “Observations on the New Cabinet,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his 

weekly broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: Historical background; Dirksen’s criteria for opposing a nominee; 

examples of the Senate refusing to confirm nominees; controversy 

surrounding the nominations of Dean Rusk, Chester Bowles, and Robert 
Kennedy 

1961/1/23 Release 

Subjects: Nominations to the military academies 

1961/1/29 Issues and Answers, ABC Radio and Television [Dirksen is the only guest] 

Subjects: Prospects for a summit conference with the Soviet Union now that it 

has released captured American fliers; excessive government secrecy, 
executive privilege, and censorship; the Democratic administration does not 

permit post- 

White House press conferences as did the Republicans; Lyndon Johnson’s 
relationship to the Senate as vice president; what the future may hold for 

Richard Nixon within the Republican Party and congressional leadership; 

Dirksen’s assessment of the 1960 presidential election results; divisions within 

the Republican Party; prospects for a “honeymoon” for the Kennedy 
administration; the potential costs of the administration’s legislative program 

1961/1/30 “The Investigations are Soon to Begin,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his 

weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Appraisal of the first 30 days of the new Congress; the process of 

beginning a congressional investigation; the cost of investigations; examples 

1961/2/6 “A Tour with Lincoln,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 
constituents] 

Subjects: Dirksen has appointed his office with portraits of William McKinley, 

Robert Taft, and Abraham Lincoln; describes Lincoln’s presence in Salem, 
Vandalia, Springfield, Bloomington, Ottawa, Chicago IL; New York; Washington 

DC, to mark the milestones in his life 

1961/2/8 Senate floor remarks [typescript] 

Subjects: Inserts a Washington Post story by John G. Norris indicating that the 

extent of the missile gap was exaggerated 

1961/2/9 Senate floor remarks [typescript] 

Subjects: The history of efforts to declare the sense of the Senate that the 
Republic of Ireland should embrace the entire territory of Ireland subject to a 

plebiscite; Dirksen resubmits the resolution 
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1961/2/12 Remarks, Springfield IL 
Subjects: The Lincoln legacy; see “A Tour with Lincoln,” February 6; Lincoln 

oratory 

1961/2/13 “Some Comments on the Gold Problem,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his 

weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: History since the passage of the Gold Reserve Act of 1934 and 
taking the country off the gold standard; gold and the international balance of 

payments; President Roosevelt’s devaluation of the dollar; the rise and fall of 

reserve gold stocks 

1961/2/20 “After 28 Years the Farm Problem is Still with Us,” Radio and TV broadcast 

[Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: Farm policy during the Depression as four themes (crop cutting, crop 

upping, price upping, and price cutting); the Kennedy administration’s 

proposals 

1961/2/22 “Series of Seven Duplicate Locks on Illinois Waterway,” Senate floor remarks 

Subjects: Dirksen’s bill to authorize the construction of the locks; an editorial 
from the Peoria Journal Star 

1961/2/27 “The Federal Judiciary,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast 

to constituents] 

Subjects: History and structure of the federal courts; pending bill to add 59 

judgeships; case backlog; judicial patronage 

1961/3/2 Release, “The New Frontiersmen Have Lost No Time on Additional Federal 
Judgeships” 

Subjects: Democrats now favor a bill to create 59 new federal judgeships 

whereas they blocked Eisenhower administration efforts to add judges 

1961/3/5 Washington Conversation, CBS Television Network [Dirksen is the only guest] 

Subjects: How Dirksen’s family approved his run for the Senate in 1950; 
Dirksen on Senate oratory; his interest in theater and his mother’s opposition; 

Dirksen does not regret the life not taken; his inconsistent voting pattern 

[cites the Lincoln quote, “The occasion is piled high . . . .”]; the proper role of 
government and the need for what he calls “balanced freedom”; on Medicare 

as a Social Security program; his leadership style; his relationship with Lyndon 

Johnson and their understanding about conducting Senate business; refutes 

the charge that he became an isolationist when running for the Senate to get 
support from the Chicago Tribune; Dirksen’s assessment of the Kennedy 

administration; who will speak for the Republican Party; Barry Goldwater’s 

statement that the Republican Party must be conservative, and Dirksen replies 
that he [Dirksen] is a conservative 

1961/3/6 Release, excerpts of remarks to the Ninth Annual Republican Women’s 

Conference, Sheraton-Park Hotel, Washington DC [Also reprinted in the 

republican clubwoman, April 1961] 

Subjects: Using the example of Lincoln, Dirksen calls for the party to remain 
true to founding principles and to the Republican platform; states positions on 

national security, national solvency, freedom and individual liberty; the proper 

role of government; the Republican record under Eisenhower; grounds for 
optimism about the nation’s future 
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1961/3/6 “A Luncheon with the President,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 
broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Describes a recent social lunch hosted by the president for the 

Republican and Democratic leaders of the House and Senate; notes that 

Kennedy served with each of the leaders, unprecedented in history 

1961/3/13 “Feed Grains and Geography,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 
broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: House and Senate action the prior week to pass the Feed Grains Bill 

in order to reduce the grains surplus by cutting the acreage available for 
production and compensating the farmer accordingly; the Senate vote 

reflected regional interests 

1961/3/21 “Peacemanship,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 

constituents] 

Subjects: Controversy around the executive order creating the Peace Corps; 
prior study and legislative proposals; precedents for the Peace Corps; how the 

Peace Corps will operate; Dirksen’s concerns 

1961/3/22 “Achievements During Eight Years of a Republican Administration, 1953-

1961,” Document No. 23, 87th Congress, 1st Session [28 pages] 

Subjects: Organized by 26 government departments and agencies from the 
Aeronautics and Space Administration to Veterans’ Affairs 

1961/3/23 Statements by Dirksen and Charles Halleck at a press conference following the 
Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership Meeting 

Subjects: U.S. action in the United Nations to vote against Portugal in the 

matter of internal reform in Angola; the pending depressed areas bill 

1961/3/27 “Growthmanship in Government,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 
broadcast to constituents. Draft included] 

Subjects: The meaning of Easter (Quotes Job, “If a man die, shall he live 

again?”); uses the pending minimum wage bill to explore the growth of 

government beginning with the Fair Labor Standards Act; minimum wage and 
maximum hours provisions of the pending bill; Dirksen’s concern that the bill 

threatens the commerce clause of the Constitution and states’ rights by virtue 

of its broad application 

1961/3/29 Statements by Dirksen and Charles Halleck at a press conference following the 

Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership Meeting 
Subjects: The president’s deficit budget and his encroachment on legislative 

prerogatives by requesting monthly reports from independent agencies 

1961/4/4 “Laos, Little Lamb, Big Threat,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 

broadcast to constituents. Draft included] 
Subjects: Recalls his visit to southeast Asia in 1953; the geography, history, 

and people of Laos; as a French protectorate, the 1946 rebellion, and the 1954 

Geneva conference; communist infiltration; the U.S. stake in Laos 

1961/4/11 “The Minority Leadership,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 

broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: The process of selecting party leaders; responsibilities of the 

leadership (consultation with the majority about the conduct of business, 

establishing the party’s position, making assignments to delegations and 
commissions, meeting with individual senators, social events, and committee 

work) 

4



1961/4/11 Release 
Subjects: Award to a Dirksen appointee to the U.S. Naval Academy 

1961/4/13 Statements by Dirksen and Charles Halleck at a press conference following the 
Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership Meeting 

Subjects: The joint leadership will reintroduce resolutions opposing the 

admission of Red China to the United Nations; the administration’s 
determination to force feed-grain prices down by dumping government-owned 

grain on the market 

1961/4/18 “The Problem of Red China is Still With Us,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of 

his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Congress to express an opinion on the question of admitting China 
to the United Nations; history of Asia geopolitics since 1953; questions if China 

qualifies for admission since the UN charter restricts membership to “peace-

loving” countries; interest groups’ stances on the issue 

1961/4/18 Release, “Nixon to Meet with Congressional Leaders” 

Subjects: Nixon requested to meet on April 20 

1961/4/20 Statements by Dirksen and Charles Halleck at a press conference following the 
Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership Meeting 

Subjects: The leadership will set up a study committee on structural 

unemployment 

1961/4/24 “The Cuban Problem,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 

constituents] 
Subjects: Geography, economy, and history; Dirksen’s encounter with and 

appraisal of Fidel Castro; Castro’s confiscatory policies; Soviet influence 

1961/4/28 Release 

Subjects: Former president Eisenhower to hold a press conference following 

his meeting with the Joint Senate-House leadership in Gettysburg on May 1 
with a schedule of events 

1961/5/1 Statements by Dirksen and Charles Halleck at a press conference following the 
Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership Meeting 

Subjects: Subjects of the meeting with Eisenhower (the Cuban crisis and the 

New Frontier legislative program) 

1961/5/2 Remarks, National Press Club [Hand-typed draft included] 

Subjects: The role of the minority in a time of crisis (referring to foreign 
policy) 

1961/5/2 “Birds-eye View of Federal Aid to Education,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of 

his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: History of the issue since 1880; the president’s special message to 
Congress on federal funding for education; points of controversy; the case for 

and against federal aid 

1961/5/4 “The McCarran-Walter Act” 

Subjects: Introduces a bill to amend the Immigration and Nationality Act with 

regard to definitions, judicial review of orders of deportation, and the quota 
reserve system 
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1961/5/4 Release, “Summary of ‘The First Hundred Days’ Speech Series,” House 
Republican Policy Committee, Subcommittee on Special Projects 

Subjects: Summaries of a series of nine speeches on the Kennedy 

administration’s program organized by the following sections: education, fiscal 

policy, economic, civil rights, agriculture, and foreign policy 

1961/5/8 “Intelligence is Just a Fancy Word for Spying,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of 
his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Founding of the Central Intelligence Agency; controversy 

surrounding the Office of Strategic Services in World War II; current efforts to 
investigate the CIA 

1961/5/11 Statements by Dirksen and Charles Halleck at a press conference following the 
Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership Meeting 

Subjects: Calls for a time limit on negotiations with the Soviet Union on 

nuclear testing; recent provisions to increase the minimum wage 

1961/5/15 “The Operational Crisis of 1961,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 

broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: Recounts the problems of the day comparing them to a brushfire 

which reignites (e.g., nuclear testing; Soviet threats to freedom; treaty 

commitments related to Berlin, Cuba, Iran, Korea, Laos and Vietnam, 
Formosa) 

1961/5/16 Telegram release 
Subjects: Appointments to the Merchant Marine Academy 

1961/5/18 Program for the Golden Anniversary Annual Meeting Banquet of the Peoria 

Association of Commerce, National Guard Armory [Greetings delivered by 

Dirksen but no text] 

1961/5/23 “Dangerous Stalemate on Testing Nuclear Weapons,” Radio and TV broadcast 

[Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: Negotiations in Geneva to ban further nuclear testing have stalled; 

background to the use of atomic bombs in World War II (Manhattan Project); 

subsequent nuclear testing; issues of control and inspections; respective 
negotiating positions 

1961/5/25 “School Assistance Act of 1961,”  Senate floor remarks [Congressional Record 
reprint] 

Subjects: Dirksen speaks on S. 1021, to authorize a program of federal 

financial assistance for education; Dirksen one of two who voted in committee 
against reporting the bill; history of efforts to provide federal aid to education; 

rejects the argument that federal aid “is as old as the Constitution”; opposes 

the bill as an unwarranted expansion of federal control which could lead to the 
nationalization of school systems and because of the cost; rejects the 

argument that teachers require more pay or that classrooms are in short 

supply; believes that school-aged population will decline; states that national 

security spending is a higher priority 

1961/5/26 Statements by Dirksen and Charles Halleck at a press conference following the 
Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership Meeting 

Subjects: The administration’s mis-handling of the Cuban situation; the cost of 

the New Frontier 
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1961/5/29 Release, Statements by Dirksen and Charles Halleck at a press conference 
following the Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership Meeting on May 26 

Subjects: The upcoming summit between Kennedy and Khrushchev in Vienna 

1961/6/1 Release, Address by Dwight Eisenhower, National Guard Armory, Washington 

DC, Testimonial Dinner to Honor Republican Members of Congress 

Subjects: The Republican Party’s record 

1961/6/3 “The 164th Anniversary of the Constitutional Convention,” Radio and TV 

broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: Actions of the Constitutional Convention; pending proposals to 

amend the Constitution 

1961/6/6 “A Few Thoughts About the Federal Budget,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of 

his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: The impact of the one hundred billion dollar budget on taxpayers; 
sources of revenue and nature of expenditures 

1961/6/8 Statements by Dirksen and Charles Halleck at a press conference following the 

Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership Meeting 

Subjects: Calls on the president to exercise firmer leadership in dealing with 
the Soviet Union and to set a deadline for the negotiations over a ban on 

nuclear testing 

1961/6/13 “The New Berlin Crisis,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast 

to constituents] 

Subjects: Germany divided into zones after World War II and Berlin’s location; 
the Berlin airlift; the Soviet threat to take over Berlin; the question of the 

reunification of Germany 

1961/6/15 Statements by Dirksen and Charles Halleck at a press conference following the 

Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership Meeting 

Subjects: “If we are going to develop a national willingness to sacrifice, the 
pace must be set in Washington. And the best place to start would be on a 

Presidential revision of the budget aimed at eliminating all but the most 

essential expenditures”; over-spending plays into the Soviet Union’s plans 

1961/6/20 Untitled 

Subjects: Introduces a bill to authorize the town of Scituate, Mass., to convey 
to Mrs. Elmer J. Bloom of Peoria a portion of town park property 

1961/6/20 “The Moon and the Public Debt,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 
broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: “I want to talk about the public debt, and to establish a thesis that 

debtwise, at least, we have already reached the moon, so to speak, because 
there will be before us very shortly a proposal to lift the ceiling on the public 

debt”; a history of debt and the debt ceiling 

1961/6/22 Statements by Dirksen and Charles Halleck at a press conference following the 

Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership Meeting 

Subjects: The failure of the tractor-prisoner negotiations with Cuba; the 
administration’s federal aid to education bill 

1961/6/26 “The Congo and You,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 

constituents] 

Subjects: The cost of U.S. troops as part of the United Nation’s peace-keeping 
force sent to the Congo; other nations refused to pay their allocations 
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1961/6/28 Statements by Dirksen and Charles Halleck at a press conference following the 
Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership Meeting  

Subjects: Calls for immediate action by Congress to pass a resolution opposing 

the admission of Red China to the United Nations; a letter from Eisenhower 

regarding federal aid to education 

1961/7/5 “Foreign Aid and Common Honesty,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his 
weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Assesses the book, A Nation of Sheep, which emphasizes the 

corruption, waste, and extravagance of U.S. foreign policy and foreign aid in 
light of the pending foreign aid authorization bill; believes that the quality of 

the foreign aid program is the function of the honesty and character of the 

people who administer it 

1961/7/7 Release, “The New Frontier Troika” 

Subjects: The “Food for Peace” program assailed 

1961/7/10 “Modern Frankenstein or Not,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 

broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: The birth of the Atomic Age 16 years ago; congressional 

authorization of the Manhattan Project; bombing of Nagasaki and Hiroshima; 

the hydrogen bomb test on the Eniwetok Atoll in 1952; the fruitless nuclear 
test ban negotiations with the Soviet Union; fear and fevers in the world; civil 

defense; “Never in your time or mine has there been a moment when this 

nation must stand resolute and firm, because only out of firmness and 
resolution can we possibly escape an ultimate holocaust” 

1961/7/12 “The Evolution of the U.S. Flag,” [reprint of Senate floor remarks] 
Subjects: Inserts articles authored by others 

1961/7/13 Statements by Dirksen and Charles Halleck at a press conference following the 

Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership Meeting 

Subjects: Calls on the administration to remain firm on the question of the 

recognition of Red China and Outer Mongolia—“otherwise our position in Berlin 
will be weakened” 

1961/7/17 “Criteria of Public Service,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 

broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: “So it is a question of what constitutes the greater contribution. Is it 

the things that you defeat or the things that you introduce and try to achieve 
and have enacted?”; the expansion and cost of government, using the 

example of a bill to expand the federal role in ocean exploration; explains how 

the bill got on the Senate calendar in spite of opposition to it—Dirksen led the 
opposition 

1961/8/2 Statements by Dirksen and Charles Halleck at a press conference following the 

Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership Meeting 

Subjects: Calls for restrictions on domestic spending in order to provide for the 

strongest national defense; Congress should reject the administration’s 
proposal to use the plutonium reactor at Hanford, Washington, to create 

electric power 
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1961/8/7 “The Real Foreign Aid Issue,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 
broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: After saluting the virtues of fishing as recreation, Dirksen says that 

the real question is not foreign aid or no foreign aid but what kind of foreign 

aid; both parties have supported aid; the issue of incompetence and corruption 
in the administering of aid with examples 

1961/8/11 “The Phenomenon of Foreign Aid,” reprint of excerpts from Senate floor 

remarks 

Subjects: Organized into these sections: “The Real Question in 1961”; “Is 
Foreign Aid Well Administered?”; “Does the Program Really Reach Down to the 

People?”; “Selectivity”; “The Emphasis on Social Reform”; “Is the Program 

Adequately Checked?”; “Facts of the Long Range Program”; “Objections to the 

Administration’s Proposal”; and “The Prudent Thing for Congress To Do” 

1961/8/12 “Weekly Radio Report of Senator John Marshall Butler” [Dirksen substitutes] 
Subjects: The foreign aid proposal [see above] 

1961/8/14 Telegram Release 
Subjects: The immigration status of families of scientists and skilled 

technicians now paroled in the U.S. 

1961/8/14 “A Semi-Final Report,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast 

to constituents] 

Subjects: Efforts to reform Senate Rule 22 (filibuster); the trend toward 
briefer floor speeches; the lack of major legislation; the “serious demeanor in 

Congress” as a result of uncertainty in the world; disputes the notion of a 

southern Democratic-Republican coalition using the vote on the Byrd 
amendment to the foreign aid bill as an example; the House and Senate 

Republican leadership and the “Ev and Charlie Show” 

1961/8/14 Statements by Dirksen and Charles Halleck at a press conference following the 

Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership Meeting 

Subjects: Criticizes Democrats for undercutting President Kennedy’s strong 
stand on Berlin; calls for the U.S. to resume nuclear testing in light of stalled 

test ban negotiations in Geneva 

1961/8/21 “The Senate Can Be Unpredictable,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his 

weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Factors that enter into the decision to adjourn Congress; a 
conference committee on the foreign aid bill; the stalled omnibus education bill 

in the House; aid to impacted areas; the National Defense Education Act; 

extending the life of the Civil Rights Commission; other controversial measures 
that could delay adjournment 

1961/8/24 Statements by Dirksen and Charles Halleck at a press conference following the 

Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership Meeting 

Subjects: Controversy surrounding statements by Under Secretary of State 

Chester Bowles; U.S. exports to the Soviet Union 

1961/8/28 “Final Report,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 
constituents] 

Subjects: The Fulbright Memorandum that the military should not carry on any 

cold war propaganda; an account of the major personalities in the Senate 
(Mike Mansfield, Carl Hayden, Hiram Fong, John Tower); the international 

situation; major domestic legislation; unfinished business, including civil rights 
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1961/8/31 Statements by Dirksen and Charles Halleck at a press conference following the 
Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership Meeting 

Subjects: The U.S. should oppose the admission of Outer Mongolia to the 

United Nations; recent congressional actions to curb domestic spending in view 

of the additional defense expenditures required by the Berlin crisis 

1961/9/11 Release 
Subjects: Joins with colleagues to introduce a Senate Resolution directing the 

U.S. Tariff Commission to conduct a Section 332 investigation of the domestic 

fluorspar, lead, zinc, manganese, mercury, cobalt, and beryllium industry 

1961/9/15 Statements by Dirksen and Charles Halleck at a press conference following the 

Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership Meeting 
Subjects: The maladministration of the farm program, e.g., dumping corn on 

the market; reductions in domestic spending are required 

1961/9/16 Remarks by Dwight Eisenhower, Testimonial Dinner for Dirksen, McCormick 

Auditorium, Chicago [Drafts included] 

Subjects: Eisenhower’s relationship with, and assessment of, Dirksen; Dirksen 
“carried the flag” on a foreign aid bill and a bill with certain tax deductions for 

annuity purposes; the task of a leader in Congress and Dirksen’s “patient 

leadership” style [Accompanying press release focuses more on Eisenhower’s 
assessment of the issues of the day than his testament to Dirksen] 

1961/9/18 Release 
Subjects: The Senate Public Works Committee has approved Dirksen’s bill to 

make navigation possible on the Kaskaskia River 

1961/9/18 Release 

Subjects: The Soviet threat in the Congo and current United Nations troop 
actions there 

1961/9/22 Excerpts from remarks by Dirksen at a testimonial dinner in Pekin IL [Printed 
program included] 

Subjects: “All the major decisions of my life have been made here” (lists 

them); poses rhetorical questions to weigh the decision to seek another 
Senate term and announces his intention to do so 

1961/9/24 Issues and Answers, ABC Radio and Television [Senate floor remarks by Mike 
Mansfield includes the transcript of the program featuring Dirksen and 

Mansfield] 

Subjects: Dirksen’s appraisal of “the 33 so-called major items of legislation 
that have passed” including foreign aid; Dirksen responds to a question about 

the “anti-business” reputation of the administration (e.g., the steel prices 

issue); the Berlin negotiations; the recognition of Red China and the admission 
of Red China to the United Nations 

1961/9/26 Release 
Subjects: John S. Patterson will be appointed to the U.S. Maritime Commission 

1961/9/26 Release 
Subjects: Appropriation approved for the relocation of bridges over the Cal-

Sag Channel 
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1961/9/26 “The Omnibus Farm Bill,” Senate floor remarks [Congressional Record reprint] 
Subjects: Criticizes the farm bill on the basis of these “facts”: commits the 

government to price-fixing, is “an attempt at controls over every segment of 

the marketing system,” and costs the taxpayer too much; provides history, 

context, and details on all three scores 

1961/9/26 “The Republican Report of U.S. Senator Everett McKinley Dirksen … for the 
First Session, 87th Congress together with Digests and Analyses of Major Public 

Laws and Treaties,” Senate Doc. No. 61 [Draft included] 

Subjects: Comprehensive overview 

1961/9/26 “A Record of Press Conference Statements made by Senator Everett McKinley 

Dirksen and Representative Charles A. Halleck for the Joint Senate-House 
Republican Leadership,” Senate Doc. No. 63 

Subjects: Compilation of press conference statements organized by subject 

1961/9/26 Untitled Senate floor remarks 

Subjects: A light-hearted review of the Senate session with tributes to Mike 

Mansfield, Hubert Humphrey, William Proxmire, Wayne Morse, Lyndon 
Johnson; the legislative record (“I think Congress finally has succumbed to the 

very infectious virus of bigness that began at the beginning of the century, 

when we first heard about big business”); the “big debt” and the squalling 
baby story; the spirit of the Senate 

1961/9/27 Statements by Dirksen and Charles Halleck at a press conference following the 
Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership Meeting 

Subjects: “Indeed, the hallmark of this 1961 legislative venture was failure—in 

leadership, in accomplishment and in campaign promises fulfilled” 

1961/10/16 “The Administration’s Domestic Record: Success or Failure?” The Nation’s 
Future, NBC Television [Dirksen and Abraham Ribicoff are guests] 

Subjects [Confined to Dirksen]: Much of the legislation passed had its 

incubation in the Eisenhower administration; “the Administration has failed to 

fulfill its obligations and meet its expectations”; “If success depends upon 
spending federal money, then this Administration has been a rousing success”; 

debate over the length of a federal water pollution program, desalinization, the 

housing program, aid to education; the growth of conservative sentiment in 
the country; Dirksen supports civil rights bills, but the Democrats in control 

have blocked them 

1961/11/2 Remarks, $100 Republican Fund Dinner, McCormick Place, Chicago IL 

Subjects: The promises made by the New Frontier and the record; Democrats 

have impaired faith in the nation’s strength and high purposes, replacing it 
with confusion and uncertainty 

1961/11/19 Remarks, 98th Anniversary of Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, 

Gettysburg Battlefield 

Subjects: Analysis of Lincoln’s address and its meaning; parallels between the 

challenges of 1863 and 1961; the challenges to freedom from without and 
within 

1961 December “Communism,” The Acme Steel News 

Subjects: Dirksen’s article about the communist threat is organized around 

these headings: Grassroots Awareness, Freedom of Religion, Freedom of Self-
Determination, Freedom of Labor and the Free Enterprise System, Belief in the 

Dignity of Man 
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1961/12/14 Release 
Subjects: A possible cease fire in Katanga 

1961/12/25 Release, excerpts from remarks to the 68th Annual Dinner of the Illinois 
Manufacturers’ Association 

Subjects: The spirit of Christmas as the best hope for a reconstructed society 

free from the threat of atomic war 
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