
Remarks, Release, Interviews Item-Level Listing 

 

1963 

1963  Release 
Subjects: Introduces a bill to provide for compulsory arbitration in the case of 

maritime strikes and lockouts 

1963 Untitled 

Subjects: Award of the contract to Olin-Mathieson Corporation 

1963 “What’s Ahead in 1963” 

Subjects: A general review of foreign and domestic issues 

1963/1/8 “The 88th Congress Comes Into Being,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his 

weekly broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: The strength of the form of government; emphasizes the changes in 

Senate membership; committee ratios; the continuous nature of issues that 

come before Congress (e.g., taxation, budget, foreign crises, government 
spending, and national defense) 

1963/1/14 “The Congo Challenge,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 
constituents] 

Subjects: The situation in the Congo following independence from Belgium; the 

United Nations Emergency Force invited to deal with the Katanga province; the 
respective arguments of the central government and the rebels in Katanga; the 

implications of UN withdrawal or of the US leaving the UN; our strategic interests 

1963/1/15 Release 

Subjects: Contract awarded to Illinois firm related to the space program 

1963/1/17 Release [Draft included] 

Subjects: “The budget submitted by President Kennedy is incredible” 

1963/1/17 Release, Senate floor remarks [Draft included] 

Subjects: The arrival of the budget as contrasted with the parsimony of Ben 
Franklin; “cat in the well” anecdote; “So a salute to B-Day—B for Budget and B 

for Benjamin, with a 99 billion budget and 87 billion income and a 12 billion 

deficit … B could also stand for busted” 

1963/1/21 “The Biennial Battle of Senate Rules,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his 

weekly broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: The story of the author of Roberts Rules of Order; each body of 

Congress determines its own rules; antecedents of the Senate’s 40 standing 

rules; controversy over Rule 22 (the cloture rule), efforts to amend it, and the 
rule’s use in civil rights debates; Dirksen supports the current rule as a 

protection of the minority’s rights and recalls his experience in 1946 with the 

mine and railroad strikes (if Dirksen could take back one vote, it would be the 
vote to support President Truman’s authority to draft striking railroad workers) 

to demonstrate how hysteria can take over 
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1963/1/25 “The Book Nobody Knows,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 
broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: The federal budget as “a deviation from the homespun wisdom of 

Benjamin Franklin”; analyzes the different federal budgets; “just dig the hole 

deeper” anecdote; the budget deficit exacerbated by a tax reduction; the debt 
ceiling; selling bonds to finance the debt 

1963/1/28 Release, “The Bay of Pigs” [Senate floor remarks] 

Subjects: Summarizes testimony of Whiting Willauer in a 1961 closed session of 

the Internal Security Subcommittee; Dirksen supports reopening an 
investigation of the Bay of Pigs affair following recent disclosures that four 

American pilots were killed in the invasion 

1963/1/31 “The Deficit Budget,” Senate floor remarks [Congressional Record reprint] 

Subjects: The budget presented by the administration “is really a test of whether 

this Nation or any nation with such a budget can long endure”; introduces a bill 
to require government agencies holding obligations to offer those obligations for 

public sale in order to reduce the public debt 

1963/1/31 Untitled [Rule 22], Senate Floor remarks [Congressional Record reprint] 

Subjects: “I believe the rule as it exists on the Senate rule book is actually the 

only brake on irrational and unreasonable action anywhere”; recounts examples 
of legislating in haste; “a republic—if you can keep it” 

1963/2/3 Meet the Press, NBC Radio and Television [19 double-spaced pages. Dirksen and 
Charles Halleck are the guests. Only Dirksen’s comments are listed] 

Subjects: The question of funding for the “Ev and Charlie Show” and criticism of 

the show from Republicans; Dirksen’s appraisal of Cuba’s military strength and 
his call for an investigation of the Bay of Pigs invasion; the role of the minority 

party; the need to reduce federal spending 

1963/2/4 “The Vexing Problem of the Balance of Payments,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text 

of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: The gold standard and the drain on U.S. gold reserves as a result of 
dollars spent abroad; possible measures to prop up the gold reserves 

1963/2/8 “What’s Happened to the Alliance for Progress?” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of 

his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: The request for $900 million in the budget for the AfP; history; has the 

U.S. investment of $20 billion produced results?; the threat of nationalization 
has hurt American business prospects; mis-use of funds 

1963/2/18 “Cuba is a Fact,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 

constituents] 

Subjects: “Cuba is a Soviet suburb”; Cuba is undergoing an industrial and 
military buildup supported by the Soviet Union; Cuba’s threat to the hemisphere 

1963/2/26 “The Incredible Test Ban Negotiations,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his 
weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: The birth of the atomic era; Sputnik; France’s development of nuclear 

weapons; “one would think that mankind, all men, would come to their senses in 
view of this highly destructive force, and be willing to go along with a reasonable 

and sensible kind of treaty”; the U.S moratorium on testing in 1958; 403 

meetings with the Soviet Union have not produced a treaty despite U.S. 
concessions; perhaps the U.S. should adopt a firmer approach 
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1963 March Release, “The Gospel of Fear” 
Subjects: The record of the New Frontier inspires a “fear complex”; “The lament 

of this tearful and fearful New Frontier over the future might better be 

supplanted by some words from the Administration and some action which is 

calculated to inspire faith, not fear, confidence not concern, hope and not 
despair” 

1963/3/4 “Another Look at the U.N. Today,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 

broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: A review of the United Nations charter; recent changes in the UN, 
emphasizing growth in size and scope, without amending the charter; the Peace 

Observer Committee and the Collective Measures Committee; U.S. funding and 

other nations’ debts 

1963/3/7 “The Marigold as the National Floral Emblem,” Senate floor remarks 

Subjects: “If winter comes, can spring be far behind?” 

1963/3/11 “The Lobbying Business,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast 

to constituents] 
Subjects: Origin of “lobbyist”; denies the legend of extravagant parties hosted 

by lobbyists; the value of lobbyists; Dirksen was responsible for writing the anti-

lobbying title in the Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946 which required 
lobbyists to register; the issue of agents representing foreign interests and the 

Foreign Registration Agents Act; a review of legislation that affected foreign 

interests 

1963/3/19 “Are You Bewildered?” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 

constituents] 
Subjects: Confusion with respect to the major programs that are before 

government; areas of agreement (the country will grow, there must be jobs, 

there are unmet needs); government vs. private enterprise as a source of jobs; 
the proposal to cut taxes to boost the economy would result in a $12 billion 

deficit 

1963/3/25 “The Youth Opportunities Program,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 

broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: The Youth Conservation Corps; failed efforts in 1959 and 1961 to re-
establish the YCC; provisions of the current bill; the arguments pro and con 

1963/3/28 Statements by Dirksen and Charles Halleck at a press conference following the 
Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership Meeting 

Subjects: The administration’s efforts to manipulate the news (“These are only 

some of the acorns of deception from which the mighty oak of doubt has sown”) 

1963/4/1 “What is a Blockade?” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 
constituents] 

Subjects: Is a blockade an act of war?; international law; historical examples; 

the “quarantine” applied to Cuba  

1963/4/1 Interview with Dr. James MacGregor Burns, WGBH 

Subjects: Dirksen’s assessment of Burns’s four-party system characterization of 
American political parties; the schism in the Republican Party; the Republicans 

are united on the core issues even though they are diverse in their individual 

views; Dirksen sees a generally conservative trend in the country; Dirksen 
evaluates Kennedy’s leadership of Congress and the prospect that without 

congressional reforms Congress will lose power to the president 
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1963/4/3 “A Message for our Senior Citizens,” [Congressional Record reprint] 
Subjects: Provisions of the Kerr-Mills Act 

1963/4/9 “The Whole Story of Foreign Aid,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 
broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: A review of foreign aid back to 1945 and the Marshall Plan as it 

evolved in purpose from relief to rehabilitation to military preparedness to loans 
instead of grants; the total investment of 100 billion dollars; the current 

allocation of aid; arguments against foreign aid and the prospects for further 

cuts 

1963/4/9 Statements by Dirksen and Charles Halleck at a press conference following the 

Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership Meeting 
Subjects: The administration’s effort to force Congress to approve spending by 

threatening to cut federal programs in their districts  

1963/4/10 “Washington Odds and Ends,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 

broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Cherry Blossom Festival; Edward Kennedy; responds to critics of 
Congress (the Edward Gibbons quote); Dirksen receives visitors; the nature of 

log-rolling on the mass transit bill 

1963/4/24 “Since V-E Day,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 

constituents] 

Subjects: Dirksen’s colleagues supported him for vice president in 1944; the 
story of his 1945 trip overseas; the state of the world today and threats to “a 

durable peace” in Europe, Africa, Asia, South America; U.S. spending on defense 

and foreign aid in the effort “to shore up the world” 

1963/4/24 TV & Radio spot, #1 Law Day 
Subjects: May 1 will be celebrated as “Law Day,” the same date as the 

anniversary of communism when “they indicate their strength and what they are 

going to do to communize the entire world”; in contrast, Law Day “will be a day 

for reflection as we think of the rule of law, and what it means to the whole 
fabric and structure of freedom” 

1963/4/24 TV & Radio spot, #2 Law Day 

Subjects: See #1 

1963/4/26 [Accession 228] Partial guide to audio tape of Dirksen’s remarks to Republican 

Women 

1963/4/30 “The Domestic Peace Corps,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 

broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Proposal for the National Service Corps; the concept of a “moral 
equivalent of war”; the growth of the Peace Corps as “the most classic example I 

know of, of how bureaucracy proliferates”; the cost and impact of the proposed 

program 

1963/5/1 Law Day USA (One-minute message) [Annotated copy in Dirksen’s hand and 

correspondence included] 
Subjects: See 1963/4/24 #1 

1963/5/1 Law Day USA (Three-minute message) [Annotated copy in Dirksen’s hand and 

correspondence included] 

Subjects: See 1963/4/24 #1 
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1963/5/5 Washington Report, CBS Television [Numerous guests, including Dirksen. 
Subjects confined to Dirksen’s remarks] 

Subjects: The Arab-Israeli crisis 

1963/5/6 “A Court Case of Interest to All Illinois People,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of 

his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: The purpose of the suit is to have the federal court render a judgment 
that would “virtually declare unconstitutional and void an amendment to the 

Illinois Constitution that was adopted in 1954” related to the drawing of districts 

for the state Senate which, the petitioners claim, has resulted in unequal 
representation 

1963/5/9 “Salute to the Senate” [Remarks apparently delivered to Republicans] 
Subjects: The Republican role in the Cuban crisis 

1963/5/13 “Yankee Vendor from New Hampshire” [Remarks possibly deliverd at Dartmouth 
College] 

Subjects: Testament to Nathaniel Leverone, founder of the Automatic Canteen 

Company of America 

1963/5/13 “Cut the Spending,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 
constituents] 

Subjects: A proposal to establish a Legislative Budget Joint Committee—Dirksen, 

although a cosponsor, has “grave doubts” that it will bring about a reduction in 

spending and explains his position; the budget process 

1963/5/13 “Wheat Referendum” 
Subjects: The referendum will be held on May 21 and will signal farmers’ 

willingness for more federal government supply management 

1963/5/20 “Moon Doggle or Not,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 

constituents] 

Subjects: The cost of Project Apollo estimated at $40 billion, ten times as much 
as the total cost of government in 1933; facts about the moon; proponents and 

opponents of the moon shot 

1963/5/20 WGIL Greeting: 25th Anniversary 

Subjects: Testament to the western Illinois station 

1963/5/23 Statements by Dirksen and Charles Halleck at a press conference following the 

Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership Meeting 

Subjects: Criticizes the administration for failing to develop “a comprehensive 
set of carefully prepared, long-term policies designed to increase the strength of 

the non-Communist world” to counterbalance the Soviet Union 

1963/5/27 “A Visit with Abraham Lincoln,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 

broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: In honor of Memorial Day, recalls Lincoln’s task and describes his 

legacy; Lincoln’s interest in Cuba; the cause of freedom; the wheat referendum; 

equality has not been consummated; the situation in southeast Asia and Latin 

America under the threat of communism 

1963/5/31 “What’s Happened to Sugar?” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 
broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: The Sugar Act; sugar price and supply fluctuations; quotas and 

imports 
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1963/6/4 “Improving Administrative Procedures,” Senate floor remarks [Congressional 
Record reprint] 

Subjects: The growth of government; previous efforts to reform the federal 

government’s administrative procedures; the provisions of a bill Dirksen will 

introduce to amend the Administrative Procedures Act (S. 1663) 

1963/6/4 Release [Senate floor remarks. Draft included] 
Subjects: Offers a Concurrent Resolution directing the Joint Committee on 

Internal Revenue Taxation to prepare a revised and simplified tax code; the 

administration’s tax reform package does not constitute basic reform but would 
add additional complexity 

1963/6/10 “We Are Back on Electoral Reform,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 
broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: The constitutional process to elect a president and vice president; 

contested elections and subsequent constitutional amendments; the selection of 
presidential electors varies by state; pledged vs. unpledged electors; various 

proposals to reform the process by constitutional amendment (direct election, 

the District proposal, and the Proportionate proposal) 

1963/6/13 Statements by Dirksen and Charles Halleck at a press conference following the 

Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership Meeting 
Subjects: “President Kennedy’s proposal to ‘re-examine our attitude toward the 

Soviet Union’ is a triumph for the accommodators in his Administration and it 

flies in the face of all known experience in dealing with the Communists”; 
criticizes the U.S.’s self-imposed moratorium on nuclear testing as a further 

concession to the Soviets in a series of failed negotiations [Includes a 

comparison of excerpts from the president’s speech at American University on 
June 10 with previous statements] 

1963/6/17 “The F.B.I.,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 
constituents] 

Subjects: Dirksen bill to set a term of 15 years for the director and to subject 

the appointment to Senate confirmation has passed the Senate; history of the 
agency; the growth of the bureau and its case load; a supporter of Hoover, 

Dirksen wants to assure his replacement is of high caliber 

1963/6/19 “High Quality of Dirksen-Halleck Leadership Praised by Columnist William S. 

White” [Congressional Record reprint of remarks by Milward Simpson] 

Subjects: The Joint Senate House Republican Leadership; the “Ev and Charlie 
Show” 

1963/6/24 “The Civil Rights Story,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 
constituents] 

Subjects: The Constitution’s provisions related to slavery; subsequent 

amendments 13, 14, and 15; reasons for “accelerated” interest in the rights of 
blacks; progress since 1957; Kennedy’s recent consultations with congressional 

leaders about a civil rights proposal; Dirksen agrees to join with the majority 

leader to introduce the administration’s bill with the exception of Title II dealing 
with public accommodations; Title II and the commerce clause 

1963/6/28 “The Halfway Mark,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 
constituents] 

Subjects: A statistical and substantive inventory of Congress’s work; the 

different forms of legislation (e.g., concurrent and joint resolutions); 47 public 
bills have been enacted and signed; the legislative agenda, particularly the civil 

rights bill,  suggests a long session 
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1963 July “Some Thoughts on Lensmanship,” White House News Photographs Association 
Subjects: A light-hearted comment on news photographers; “The Washington 

corps of news photographs has used me well, over the years, serving their ends 

as well as mine—both to hearteningly measurable degree” 

1963/7/8 “A Look at Government Retirement and Social Security Systems,” Radio and TV 

broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: The growing insolvency of the systems where benefits outstrip 

revenue 

1963/7/15 “Every Time has Problems,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 

broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Explains the establishment of time zones; the advent of “Daylight 
Time” and its inconsistent application has created difficulty and added costs; a 

pending bill to set up a uniformity of time 

1963/7/22 “The Extracurricular Activities of a Senator,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his 

weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: The conflict between social invitations and congressional work; 
examples of his regular and extracurricular activities 

1963/7/29 “The Test Ban Treaty,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 

constituents] 

Subjects: Historical context for the Atomic Age; a review of the negotiations with 

the Soviets, who have recently changed direction and initialed a treaty after 
years of unproductive talks (which Dirksen views with suspicion); provisions of 

the treaty restricted to banning nuclear testing above ground or on the water; 

the provision for a veto power by any of the three signatories troubles Dirksen 

1963/7/30 Release, Statement by Dirksen 
Subject: Concerned that the test ban treaty includes provisions that could allow 

East Germany or Cuba to become parties to the treaty 

1963 August “Potential Power of the Young Republicans” 

Subjects: Young people are showing political interest; the challenges confronting 

the nation have never been greater; “There may be and doubtless will be many 
policies on which not only Young Republicans but all Republicans will disagree, 

but if we can agree on the fundamentals of solvency, security, manageable 

government, sound fiscal policies and the preservation of incentives and 

opportunity, which constitute the promise of continuing freedom, we shall truly 
have something for which to fight” 

1963/8/2 Press Release, Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership 

Subjects: The limitations of the proposed partial nuclear test ban treaty; the 

U.S. has lost its nuclear supremacy as the Soviets built capacity during the 
prolong treaty negotiations 

1963/8/5 “From VJ Day to TBT Day,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 
broadcast to constituents. Annotated draft included] 

Subjects: On Monday, the U.S. and the Soviet Union signed the Test Ban Treaty 

in Moscow; the intervening years between Hiroshima and Nagasaki and Monday; 
the situation in Europe, Southeast Asia, Africa, Cuba and Latin America—all 

under threat from communism; the continuing threat of espionage within the 

U.S. 
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1963/8/12 “The Growth of Government,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 
broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Uses the appropriation for the Department of Health, Education, and 

Welfare to demonstrate the growth in size and cost of government; raises the 

question of results—what does the taxpayer receive for the investment? 

1963/8/14 Statements by Dirksen and Charles Halleck at a press conference following the 
Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership Meeting 

Subjects: The lack of legislative accomplishments blamed unfairly on Congress; 

“Certainly the American people are entitled to ask: With Democrats in the White 
House and in control of every single agency of the Federal government; with 

Democrats outnumbering Republicans 2 to 1 in the Senate and 3 to 2 in the 

House, where is the dynamic leadership that was so glowingly promised in the 

1960 campaign?”; “A good example of what is wrong with President Kennedy’s 
legislative program is the tax bill” 

1963/8/15 Release, Office of Senator John Sparkman 

Subjects: The Senate Small Business Committee report on the effects of 

President Kennedy’s tax proposal on small business 

1963/8/16 Release 

Subjects: Congressman Walter Judd to speak at North Park College 

1963/8/16 Press Release, Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership 

Subjects: As the Senate considers ratification of the nuclear test ban treaty, the 
leadership provides a chronology of Soviet violations of previous agreements, 

1926-1963; calls for the withdrawal of Soviet troops from Cuba 

1963/8/19 “Congress Timetable Emerges,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 

broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: Labor Day as the traditional kickoff of political activity; speculation 

about when Congress will adjourn; the legislative agenda (railroad dispute, 

Nuclear Test Ban Treaty, appropriations bill; foreign aid, the tax bill, the public 

debt ceiling, and the civil rights bill) 

1963/8/26 “Bugs and Men,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 
constituents] 

Subjects: A history of pest control efforts, e.g., the 1957 Gypsy Moth infestation 

and Rachel Carson’s suit to end indiscriminate spraying; the insect threat in 

Dirksen’s gardens; the continuing controversy over the use of insecticides and 
pesticides 

1963/8/30 Press Release, Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership 

Subjects: The president’s criticism of the House for reducing the foreign aid 

program from $4.1 billion to $3.5 billion contradicts his support for a bipartisan 
approach to the issue 

1963/9/3 “Summary on the Test Ban Treaty,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 
broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: The ratification votes likely to occur soon; the process of treaty 

ratification; reviews the process by which the treaty was considered; concerns 
about the Soviet’s record of violating treaty agreements, about compromising 

U.S. security, about surrendering nuclear supremacy to the Soviet Union; will 

withhold judgment for the time being “but my personal observation must 
necessarily go to these fears that have been expressed”; “I hope that somehow 

by the proper assurances through the Congress or otherwise, we can dispel the 

fears that have been so freely uttered … .” 
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1963/9/9 Telegram Release 
Subjects: Action soon to authorize $8 million for an addition to the Northern 

Regional [Agricultural] Research Laboratory at Peoria 

1963/9/9 “Test Ban and Population Explosion,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 

broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Malthusian theory; statistics on the world’s population growth and the 
attendant problems; focuses on China and how its growth creates pressure to 

expand and to create a nuclear capability 

1963/9/11 Release 

Subjects: Dirksen has met with Arthur J. Wilson, Republican Committeeman for 

Chicago’s 6th ward, to discuss Dirksen’s position on the civil rights bill 

1963/9/11 “The Nuclear Test Ban Treaty,” Senate floor remarks [Congressional Record 

reprint] 
Subjects: Dirksen’s statement in support of the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty; recalls 

Edmund Burke’s admonition about the responsibility to exercise one’s own 

judgment; the volume of mail, petitions, and reference material received 
compared with other events during his public service; his standard for a decision 

is “what is best for the present and for the future of the United States of 

America”; the process by which he gathered information and formed an opinion, 
admitting that his initial position was wrong in some respects; the relationship 

between the treaty and the population explosion; the question of Soviet 

intentions and previous treaty violations gives rise to fear; how he and Mike 
Mansfield determined to secure a letter of assurance from the president (and 

reads the letter into the record); Dirksen’s rationale for supporting the treaty; 

quotes Lincoln’s rule that a decision should recognize the preponderance of good 
because there are few things wholly evil or wholly good; John Hershey’s report 

on what happened at Hiroshima; “One of my age thinks about his destiny a little. 

I should not like to have written on my tombstone, ‘He knew what happened at 

Hiroshima, but he did not take a first step’” 

1963/9/11 Release [Seven+ single-spaced pages] 
Subjects: Summary of Dirksen’s statement in support of the Nuclear Test Ban 

Treaty; lists 15 reasons for his support; explains his request for a letter of 

assurance from the president 

1963/9/17 “Who Will Have the Last Word on Disarmament?” Radio and TV broadcast [Text 

of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: Addresses a misunderstanding about the long term goals of the 

Disarmament Commission; Congress is the entity, as set out in the Constitution, 

that ultimately controls disarmament policy; national security spending 

1963/9/17 “Greetings to Station WQAD-TV” 

Subjects: A welcome to the station serving the Quad cities 

1963/9/23 “Session Summary and Farewell for Now,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his 

weekly broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: The legislative agenda will continue in the second session; different 

criteria for measuring congressional performance; the public debt; characterizes 

Congress as the “Stop, Look, and Listen Congress”; “There is concern about 
where we are going. There is concern about our fiscal solvency; there is concern 

about these policies that would indicate a trend toward a greater centralization 

of power in the federal government, and probably a move in the direction of 
more and more control over every facet and every activity in our whole 

economic structure. The Congress doesn’t like it” 
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1963/9/29 ABC’s Issues and Answers, ABC Radio and Television [Dirksen is the only guest] 
Subjects: The Republican nomination for president in 1964; possible campaign 

issues; disputes the notion of a Republican-southern Democratic coalition in the 

Senate regarding the pending tax bill; the Republican campaign against deficit 

spending and the growth of bureaucracy; responds to charge that, in opposing 
the public accommodations section of the civil rights bill, that he favors 

commercial interests above human rights (“My job as a legislator is to think not 

about one segment or one section or one group, it is to think about the interests 
of all of the people of this country”); Dirksen’s meeting with civil rights activist 

Dick Gregory; cuts to the foreign aid program; the congressional schedule 

1963/10/9 “All Civil Liberties,” The Phillips Lecture, Springfield, Massachusetts [Published in 

pamphlet form. Lengthy] 

Subjects: Shares several standard anecdotes; this is the sixth time in his life 
that he has spoken from a written text; offers a definition of “civil liberties”; the 

story of Adam and Eve and the forbidden apple an example of “liberty of 

choice”; all liberty “has been a struggle between the individual and the 
authorities”; constitutional provisions for civil liberties; the struggle for liberty, 

which once was the people against a king, has become the struggle between 

economic and social groups; legislative intrusions on individual liberties (uses 
the example, among many others, of World War I and his German mother’s 

portrait of the royal Hohenzollern family); the legacy of slavery and the current 

civil rights controversy; his analysis of the issues raised by the civil rights bill (he 
supports most provisions with the exception of public accommodations); his 

legacy to his grandchildren 

1963/10/17 Statement 

Subjects: Supports the inclusion of Latin in the high school curriculum 

1963/11/6 Interview by Jack Bell [with Senator George Smathers. The subjects relate only 

to Dirksen’s comments] 

Subjects: Doubts that Congress will vote for a tax cut; prospects for an 
economic recession; the chance that a spending limit will be attached to the tax 

bill; the impact of passing a tax bill during an election year; provisions of the bill 

1963/11/11 “Charge ‘Down-grading’ On Aged Medicare,” The Washington World 

Subjects: The minority report (including Dirksen) criticizes the majority report of 

the Senate Subcommittee on Health of the Elderly on progress under the Kerr-
Mills Act 

1963/11/18 “Are We Heeding Lincoln’s Immortal Words” The Washington World 

Subjects: The Gettysburg Address; Lincoln’s legacy; “The challenge [today] is 

the same—for this generation to come out of the gloomy shelters of defeatism 
and despair and assert freedom’s cause under God to all the world with the 

same vigor and purpose which marked the course of the Man from Illinois” 

1963/11/25 “John Fitzgerald Kennedy,” Senate floor remarks [Photostat of Dirksen’s 

annotated memorial remarks included] 

Subjects: Kennedy’s life and legacy 

1963/11/24 “LBJ Report No. 1,” NBC [Dirksen and Hubert Humphrey interviewed] 

Subjects: Although Dirksen does not foreswear partisanship in the wake of 
Kenney’s death, he expects to have a good working relationship with Lyndon 

Johnson 
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1963/12/13 “The Republican Report of U.S. Senator Everett McKinley Dirksen … for the First 
Session, 88th Congress together with Digests and Analyses of Major Public Laws 

and Treaties,” Senate Doc. No. 47  

Subjects: Dirksen’s appraisal of Congress; comprehensive overview organized by 

subject (Appropriations, Civil Rights, Civilian Space Program, Domestic Peace 
Corps, Education, Equal Pay Act, Finance and Taxation, Foreign Policy, 

Manpower Retraining Program, Mexican Farm Labor, National Defense, 

Philippines War Claims, Railroads, Reorganization Act of 1959 Amendment, 
Wilderness Preservation, Youth Employment and Conservation Programs, The 

Republican Record 1900-1964) 

1963/12/13 “A Record of Press Conference Statements made by Senator Everett McKinley 

Dirksen and Representative Charles A. Halleck for the Joint Senate-House 

Republican Leadership,” Senate Doc. No. 52 
Subjects: Compilation of press conference statements organized by subject 

11




