
Remarks, Release, Interviews Item-Level Listing 

 

1966 

1966 “Is Gun Control a Myth?” 
Subjects: Controversy over gun control efforts 

1966 To The Editor [Response to inquiries on the so-called “Truth in Packaging” 

Senate bill. Mimeograph] 

Subjects: S. 387 is “harmful or destructive to the many millions of American 

consumers, workers, and businessmen. S. 387 would create a dramatic 
inversion of the traditional relationship of the private citizen with his 

Government. I know of no comparable intrusion into private business affairs 

by Federal agencies as contained in S. 387”; the measure is “contrary to the 
true concept of antitrust” 

1966 Senate floor remarks [Nine double-spaced, legal pages] 
Subjects: The precedents and procedural and substantive reasons supporting 

Dirksen’s request to send S. 985, the Fair Packaging and Labeling Act, to the 

Senate Antitrust and Monopoly Subcommittee “for a thorough ventilation of 
the many antitrust aspects” of the bill 

1966 Release, form letter 

Subjects: Dirksen to oppose Senate efforts to repeal section 14(b) of the Taft-

Hartley Act 

1966 “Vietnam” [Dirksen’s handwritten script and accompanying transcript] 

Subjects: The election of a Constitutional Assembly “is an event of surpassing 
importance”; “In the welter of war and bereavement, the people of Vietnam 

have demonstrated their determination to be free” 

1966 January Release, Committee for Government of the People, “The Question Before Us: 

An Analysis of the Reapportionment Issue By Senator Everett McKinley 

Dirksen” 
Subjects: Explains the need for his constitutional amendment to preserve the 

right of the people of a state to decide whether they want to apportion both 

houses of their legislature on the basis of population, or apportion one on a 
geographic basis; “By judicial decree, the federal system in effect has been 

struck down. The traditional balance of one house based on population 

apportionment and one house based upon area representation has been 
invalidated. The seeds of destruction have been planted which, if allowed to 

flourish, will destroy our traditional concept of assuring the small and the weak 

and the minority a forum in which to be heard” 

1966 January “Constitution Requires Counties to Let Qualified Citizens Vote,” American 

County Government reprint 
Subjects: The process of writing the Voting Rights Act of 1965; explores five 

questions that “stood out in vivid relief against the turmoil and the argument” 

of the time (to what areas would the law apply, would states have the right to 

set voting requirements so long as they did not violate the 15th amendment 
[raising the issues of the poll tax and literacy tests], would a state or county 

“have the opportunity to cleanse itself from acts which would be prohibited by 

this legislation,” the role of federal registrars, and the jurisdiction of the courts 
over the law’s administration) 
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1966/1/9 Issues and Answers, ABC Radio and Television [Dirksen is the only guest] 
Subjects: Vietnam (Dirksen’s support of Johnson); his view of the “peace 

offensive” and negotiating with the communists from a position of weakness; 

his endorsement of the sentiment, “There is no substitute for victory”; the war 

as a political issue; the prospect for escalation; his disappointment with the 
lack of support from allies; the Great Society’s “guns and butter” spending 

(the budget, public debt, the war on poverty, his support of a tax increase in 

preference to more debt); the civil rights question of jury reform; Republican 
prospects in the 1966 congressional elections 

1966/1/11 The Today Show, NBC Television [Dirksen and Gerald Ford are guests. 

Subjects include only Dirksen’s comments] 

Subjects: Vietnam as a congressional issue; Dirksen’s belief that political 

parties do not create issues, the people do; divisions among Senate 
Republicans over the war in Vietnam; comments on the conduct of the war, 

the possibility of including the National Liberation Front at any negotiations, 

and the status of the bombing halt; Dirksen’s continuing support of the 
Johnson administration on Vietnam 

1966/1/17 Interview, U.S. News & World Report [Includes annotated typescript dated 

December 27, 1965, DeBary FL; additional annotated transcripts; and, 

correspondence and reference material] 

Subjects: Republican prospects in the 1966 elections; examples of waste in 
the poverty program; the lack of planning in Great Society programs; 

government intrusion into business decisions; assessment of the public’s view 

of the war in Vietnam; shortages of military equipment in Vietnam; spending 
for missile defenses; the 14(b) and reapportionment controversies; the 

minimum wage 

1966/1/17 Release, the Republican State of the Union message, Old Supreme Court 

Chamber of the U.S. Capitol [Invitation, Dirksen’s typed “notebook” draft, 

press releases of Dirksen’s and Gerald Ford’s remarks, CD ROM, and reference 
materials included. Subjects relate only to Dirksen’s comments] 

Subjects: The nation’s foreign policy, investment in foreign aid, reputation in 

the world; the war in Vietnam; Dirksen’s prescription for the conduct of the 
war 

1966/1/17 “The State of the Union,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 
broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: “There is a restive mood in the country today” because of the 

increase in the cost of living, the devaluation of the dollar, the balance of 
payments, the crime rate, and issues such as prayer, 14 (b), reapportionment, 

federal juries, federal aid to education, and foreign aid; “nothing is eternal 

except change” 

1966/1/19 Excerpt from remarks to Sigma Delta Chi, Washington DC 

Subjects: The youth of today compared to the youth of years past; the 
relationship between the increase in crime and the decrease in prayer; Dirksen 

intends to make an issue of the Supreme Court’s prayer decision 

2



1966/1/24 “Proposed Repeal of Section 14(b) of the Taft-Hartley Act [H.R. 77],” Senate 
floor remarks [Congressional Record reprint. Lengthy remarks] 

Subjects: Compliments Mike Mansfield for conducting the debate according to 

the rules; debating the motion to take up the bill; “here we are dealing with a 

civil right. It is the right of a person to work without paying tribute to an 
organization or a despotic leader in order to sustain his family and to sustain 

himself”; Dirksen’s upbringing and the resulting debt he owes his country; 

reviews House and Senate action on the bill; public opinion regarding repeal; 
the issue of states’ rights vs. federal government intrusion; Dirksen’s 

opposition to “soften” Rule 22 governing cloture; responds to George Meany’s 

calling him a “windbag”; evaluates 16 different arguments put forth by those 
who want to repeal 14(b); the legislative record and court cases regarding 

right-to-work since 1935; lists other nations that preserve the right to work 

and outlaw compulsory unionism 

1966/1/24 “The State of the Union—A Republican Appraisal,” Republican Congressional 

Committee Newsletter Supplement [Reprints texts of Dirksen’s and Ford’s 
remarks] 

Subjects: See January 17, 1966 

1966/1/24 “Four-Year Terms for Congressmen,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his 

weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Constitutional history regarding terms for the House and Senate; the 
growth of the country and of the congressional workload; arguments for and 

against a four-year term 

1966/1/31 “The Second Battle of 14(b),” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 

broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: Reviews the debate and congressional action since July 1965; 

provisions of the Taft-Hartley Act; states’ adoption of right-to-work laws; 

Senate rules governing the ongoing debate 

1966 February “Let the People Choose: How you can help me win the reapportionment 

battle,” Farm Journal reprint 
Subjects: Dirksen’s arguments to reverse the June 15, 1964, Supreme Court 

decision requiring each chamber of state legislatures to be made up of districts 

“equal” in population; his proposed constitutional amendment (S.J. Res. 103); 

states’ efforts to call a constitutional convention 

1966/2/4 “Greetings to the American Cat Fanciers Association and the Rock Valley Cat 
Club, Inc.” [Composed December 14, 1965] 

Subjects: A history of man’s relationship with the cat; the attributes of a cat 

1966/2/7 “A Visit to the Lincoln Memorial,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 

broadcast to constituents. Marked “Rough Draft”] 

Subjects: A visit with Lincoln at the Memorial; the Lincoln legacy expressed 
through the Gettysburg Address and his Second Inaugural; the Memorial 

building; the nation is in Vietnam because it pledged to safeguard its freedom 

and liberty 

1966/2/10 Untitled 

Subjects: A call to support Dirksen’s reapportionment amendment; “Grave 
issues brought forth in perilous times raise men to the zenith of their capacity 

to protect and preserve the liberties we hold so dear” 
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1966/2/10 Untitled 
Subjects: The administration has admitted defeat in its effort to repeal section 

14(b) of the Taft-Hartley Act; “In its rejection of cloture the Senate plugged 

the dyke against the rushing tides of Federalism which threatened to engulf 

the few remaining bastions of the right of a state legislature to enact laws in 
the best interests of the people of that state” 

1966/2/14 “That Was the Week That Was—the Lincoln Week,” Radio and TV broadcast 

[Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Dirksen’s visit home after placing a wreath at the Lincoln Memorial; 
his visit to the U.S. Naval Hospital at Great Lakes IL to see the Vietnam war 

wounded 

1966/2/21 “The Commander in Chief,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 

broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: In light of the war in Vietnam, a review of the powers granted to the 
president as commander in chief by the Constitution; the role of Congress is 

the power of the purse; Senate debate over the $5 billion authorization to 

support the war; Lincoln’s experience with dissent and with Congress’s 
Committee on the Conduct of the War 

1966/2/23 Release [Includes photocopy from the Dirksen notebooks, “S. 2791”] 
Subjects: Uses the birth anniversary of George Washington to explore the role 

of Commander in Chief and its application to the war in Vietnam; calls for 

immediate action to vote on the pending authorization request 

1966/2/25 “Patriot of the Year: Everett M. Dirksen,” Scholastic 

Subjects: Brief article based on an interview with Dirksen [pages missing] 

1966/2/28 “A Congressman for the District of Columbia,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of 
his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Constitutional provision giving Congress control over the seat of 

government; different forms of District government, including the contribution 

of Governor Sheppard and the current board of three commissioners appointed 
by the president; “agitation” for a congressman and for home rule; Dirksen 

has agreed to introduce an amendment to permit a Congress member for the 

District to a bill to change the Electoral College 

1966/3/3 “Congressional Award of the Veterans of Foreign Wars to Senator Everett 

McKinley Dirksen,” Congressional Record [Inserted by Speaker Carl Albert] 
Subjects: Testament to Dirksen and the six criteria used by the organization in 

presenting the award 

1966/3/7 “The Draft Act Today,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast 

to constituents] 
Subjects: The Universal Military Training Act of 1948; the current operation of 

the Selective Service System; exemptions and deferments 

1966/3/8 Remarks Accepting the VFW Award for Outstanding Public Service [Several 

annotated drafts included] 

Subjects: Praises the objectives and work of the VFW; “These are troubled 
times. These are days for prayerful concern for the cause of freedom and 

representative government. These are days when superficial thinking, polite 

nonsense, misguided views, and unfounded hope can diver us from the 
business at hand”; what the troops in Vietnam are fighting for; responds to 

critics of the war and advocates conducting the war aggressively 
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1966/3/9 “VFW Honors Dirksen,” Congressional Record [Inserted by Mike Mansfield] 
Subjects: Remarks by the Commander of the VFW and Dirksen 

1966/3/14 “Overhauling Our System for Electing a President,” Radio and TV broadcast 
[Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Constitutional provisions and subsequent changes; historical 

experience; the Electoral College; 28 bills currently proposed to reform the 
system; Dirksen believes “there is some room for improvement in our electoral 

machinery” 

1966/3/15 “Inflation: No. 1 Problem of Aged—Minority Views, Committee on Aging,” 

Senate floor remarks [Congressional Record reprint] 

Subjects: Describes the minority report’s assessment of the problems facing 
the aged 

1966/3/21 “The Cotton Checkoff Bill,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 
broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: The federal investment in cotton subsidies; cotton consumption and 

supply; the $1 assessment to establish a fund administered by a cotton 
council, which “is one more compulsion program that is pressed upon the 

farmers” 

1966/3/22 Release, “Constitutional Amendment to Permit Voluntary Prayer in Public 

Schools” 

Subjects: Submits the language for his constitutional amendment in reaction 
to the Engel v. Vitale Supreme Court decision and other court decisions; 

justification for the amendment; the importance of freedom of choice; “How 

strange that we spend hundreds of millions of public funds every year to 
develop physical fitness and harden the muscles of American youth but when it 

comes to hardening the spiritual muscles through the practice and rehearsal of 

prayer, it becomes shrouded in quaint legalisms and the jargon of church and 
state” 

1966/3/28 “Prayer in Public Schools,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 
broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Explains his proposed constitutional amendment, repeating much of 

the information in the March 22 press release 

1966 April “Individual Freedom Versus Compulsory Unionism: A Constitutional Problem,” 

De Paul Law Review, vol. XV, No. 2, Spring-Summer 1966 [Includes 
correspondence] 

Subjects: A review of the constitutional issues and court cases related to Taft-

Hartley Section 14(b); the legal justification for the section and the legal 
ramifications of repeal 

1966/4/4 “If A Man Die,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 

constituents] 

Subjects: Repeats the eulogy he delivered for Robert Humphreys, Staff 

Director for the Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership 

1966/4/11 “Aid to India,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 
constituents] 

Subjects: Indira Gandhi’s request for famine relief; the case against giving aid 

related to India’s acting against the U.S. in several respects from foreign policy 
to government restrictions on business enterprise; but Dirksen supports aid 

because “every man’s death diminishes me” and because of its strategic value 
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1966/4/18 “Abraham Lincoln Goes to Mexico,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 
broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: The dedication of a Lincoln statue in Mexico City, which Dirksen 

attended; the relationship between the U.S. and Mexico when Lincoln was 

president having to do with Mexican independence and the cancellation of its 
debts to European nations, a subsequent invasion by France, and the 

possibility of U.S. intervention, which Lincoln refused; a spirit of friendship 

exists with Mexico, as Lincoln would have wanted 

1966/5/1 “Rhodesia,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 
constituents] 

Subjects: The U.S.’s measures against Rhodesia “are regarded as those that 

are against an illegal regime which has moved in and usurped power in that 

little country”; the move to Rhodesia’s independence on November 11, 1965; 
the U.N. resolution to boycott; Britain’s request of the U.S. to support export 

and import restrictions; racial segregation in Rhodesia; Dirksen believes the 

Ian Smith administration is illegal 

1966/5/2 “How Government Grows,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 
broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: A bill introduced by Estes Kefauver to investigate and regulate 

boxing as an example of the growth of government; testimony of Sonny 

Liston; Dirksen always opposed the bill as an unwarranted intrusion of the 
federal government into the sport; describes the provisions of a pending bill 

that includes a federal boxing commissioner in the Justice Department 

1966/5/2 “Freedom,” Remarks to the U.S. Chamber of Commerce [17 double-spaced 

pages] 
Subjects: Recites familiar anecdotes; factors of change (education, earlier 

retirement, the population explosion) create pressures than can be solved only 

by human ingenuity; in order for human ingenuity to succeed, it needs “that 

moral climate I call freedom”; the threats to incentive stemming from over-
spending and over-regulation; the battle over 14(b), reapportionment, and the 

prayer amendment—“So those are the gentle erosions of this sweet and 

blessed thing called freedom”; “A Republic, if you can keep it”; the talking 
parrot story 

1966/5/6 Remarks, 14th Annual Republican Women’s Conference, Washington DC [15 
double-spaced, legal pages] 

Subjects: May is the anniversary of the Constitutional Convention; his theme, 

“A Republic, if you can keep it”; “That life blood which is the essence and is 
the life of the Republic is the great moral spirit of freedom”; the threats to 

freedom (war, the welfare state and “control,” fiscal irresponsibility [the 

squalling baby story], inflation, the growth of group power [example of 14(b)], 
the government’s invasion of the marketplace [farm policy], the submergence 

of the individual); the need to restore balance in Congress by electing 

Republicans; the need to rally voters who are normally Democrats to vote 
Republican (labor, African Americans housewives, the young); “They are 

remaking America, and you won’t like it”; the prayer amendment; the talking 

parrot story 

1966/5/9 “The Choices in Vietnam,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 

broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: Recounts various foreign struggles since VE Day (Korea, Congo, 

Israel vs. Egypt, Red China, France vs. Algiers, Indonesia vs. Malaysia, 

Vietnam); honor the pledge to protect South Vietnam; the options of 
withdrawal, a war of attrition, “or we can fight through” 
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1966/5/16 “Controversy Over Our Spying Activities,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his 
weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Recounts his fall and hospitalization; a history of spying; the growth 

of intelligence activities and the CIA; the need for secrecy; opposes a 

resolution by Senator Eugene McCarthy to investigate the CIA 

1966/5/23 “The Largest Tax Collection Agency in the World,” Radio and TV broadcast 
[Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Broke his hip in a fall from a hospital bed; nations die for two 

reasons, conquest and suicide; the need for a sound tax system to prevent 
fiscal irresponsibility; the size and cost of the U.S. revenue system 

1966/5/31 “Boxcars and Our National Economic Life,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his 
weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: The president signed a bill to give the Interstate Commerce 

Commission authority to raise the demurrage rates on boxcars; the 
importance and size of the boxcar industry; peak requirements leads to 

regular shortages of boxcars; the recent bill will provide an incentive to free up 

cars in times of shortage 

1966 June “Seduction by Statistics,” Nation’s Business [Several annotated drafts and 

correspondence included. Senator Thomas Kuchel inserted the article in the 
Congressional Record, July 27, 1966] 

Subjects: As the magazine puts it, “the minority leader indicts those 

Washington wizards who employ hallucinatory estimates for masquerade and 
mirage in an extravaganza of political chicanery on the American public which 

is not less than seduction by statistics”; among the examples of the “hocus-

pocus” are the budget, tax cut, Gross National Product, national debt, Job 
Corps, missile gap, defense spending, foreign trade, and foreign aid 

1966/6/6 “Your Public Debt,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 
constituents] 

Subjects: Demonstrates the point that the people own the national debt either 

through their investments, retirement income, or Social Security benefits; the 
pending request to raise the debt limit to $332 billion; the advent of 

“participation certificates”; interest on the public, or national, debt; the impact 

of inflation; the difficulty of restraining spending 

1966/6/13 “The Civil Rights Story Thus Far,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 

broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: Eisenhower’s Seven-Point Program for civil rights; Dirksen’s role in 

recent civil rights bills; the five titles of the pending civil rights bill; the climate 

of opinion 

1966/6/15 “The Plight of the Farmer and Federal Interference,” Senate floor remarks 

[Congressional Record reprint] 
Subjects: Inserts an editorial from an Illinois Farm Bureau publication entitled, 

“When Have We Had Enough?” regarding federal regulation of prices and 

production 

1966/6/20 “The Second Battle of the Capitol,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 

broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: Three factors to justify modification of the West Front (safety, space, 

and visitors’ needs); the 1962 renovation of the East Front; the Commission 

overseeing Capitol improvements 
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1966/6/21 “Overhaul of the Administrative Procedure Act,” Senate floor remarks 
[Congressional Record reprint] 

Subjects: Dirksen and the Subcommittee on Administrative Practice and 

Procedure’s work over the past three years to collect comment and testimony 

on a bill to amend the act; explains the purposes and provisions of the 
proposed amendments 

1966/6/27 “Final Report on the 2nd Session of the 89th Congress,” Radio and TV broadcast 

[Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: This Congress “was sort of a dis-spirited Congress. … that somehow 
the body has somehow lost its drive”; “Congress was beset by a good many 

non-legislative controversies”; court decisions; foreign challenges; election 

overtones; dealing with the results of legislation passed earlier; issues of 

inflation, racial tensions, and groups pressures; “Now the common 
denominator in all this, it seems to me, is the steady march of the Federal 

power and tragically enough there is no time to spell it out for you” 

1966/7/3 Issues and Answers, ABC Radio and Television [Dirksen is the only guest] 

Subjects: The Republican position on the president’s decision to resume 
bombing in North Vietnam, which Dirksen supports; the administration’s 

“credibility gap”; recalls the fall that injured his hip and will restrict his ability 

to campaign; defines himself as “a garden variety Republican”; his 

transformation from a politician to a statesman; press criticism has not 
bothered him; his most important contribution has been to “stop legislation 

that was not in the public interest” [e.g., repeal of section 14(b)]; his 

apportionment and prayer amendments; the role of faith in his decision not to 
have his eye removed; Dirksen wishes for the future “a stable country … . And 

over and above everything else, a country where the morale [sic] climate of 

freedom will not fail”; justification for improvements to the West Front of the 
Capitol; his evaluation of President Johnson 

1966/7/20 “Foreign Economic Assistance, 1966,” Senate Floor remarks [Congressional 
Record reprint] 

Subjects: Calls up his amendment No. 657 to reduce the Development Loan 

Fund by $250 million below the figure authorized by the committee; reviews 
the history of foreign assistance programs and the total of U.S. investments; 

the amendment would have no impact on military appropriations; the nation 

cannot afford unlimited aid; sees little return on the foreign aid investment; 
submits detailed tables listing foreign aid spending 

1966/7/25 Senate floor remarks 
Subjects: Submits a joint resolution to provide the means by which the labor 

dispute between several airlines and the International Association of 

Machinists and Aerospace Workers may be shortened 

1966/8/7 Meet the Press, NBC [Dirksen is the only guest] 

Subjects: The current airline machinists strike; the wage-price spiral, or 
inflation; Senate action on the prayer amendment; Dirksen’s role in the Civil 

Rights Act of 1964 and his current opposition to open housing legislation; 

status of the gun control bill; the need to control Great Society spending; the 
infrequency of bipartisan briefings from the White House on Vietnam; 

expresses unqualified support for General Westmoreland’s request for troops; 

contrasts his position on the war in Korea (for which he roundly criticized the 
Truman administration) and his support of President Johnson in Vietnam; 

Ronald Reagan’s victory in California as a sign of conservative resurgence; is 

Dirksen “the Administration’s bailer-outer?”; Dirksen will oppose campaign 
finance disclosure bills 
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1966/8/23 “Dirksen Deplores Downgrading of American Housewives,” The Republican 
[Reports Dirksen’s remarks at a Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership 

press conference on August 5 in response to comments by Secretary of 

Agriculture Orville Freeman that were dismissive of women’s influence in 

elections] 
Subjects: Women feel the impact of the issues of the day 

1966/8/26 “Fair Labor Standards Amendments of 1966,” Senate floor remarks 

[Congressional Record reprint] 

Subjects: Submits an amendment that would change the so-called floor which 
would either put a business in commerce under the bill or not from $250,000 

to $500,000; complains that the bill will lead to further inflation by increasing 

the cost of labor and will hurt employment; offers three case studies and uses 

visual displays to make his point about the over-regulation of business 
[Dirksen’s amendment was defeated on a tie vote] 

1966/9/6 Senate floor remarks [13 double-spaced pages] 

Subjects: The Fair Housing Title [Title IV] of the civil rights bill will not end 

substandard housing and will come with a high cost; “Intelligent and 
perceptive Negroes … are understandably wary of such panaceas as this which 

regularly emanate from Washington”; “If the Federal Government is given the 

power sought here to regulate the sale and occupancy of living quarters, there 

is practically nothing left in this country that will not eventually come under 
the supervision of and required to be performed to the satisfaction of some 

bureaucrat here in Washington”; the constitutional and legal arguments; cites 

progress made by states and localities to integrate housing 

1966/9/14 “Civil Rights Act of 1966,” Senate floor remarks as the Senate attempt cloture 
on the bill [Congressional Record reprint, 16 pages] 

Subjects: Dirksen resists attempts to threaten him; “Quo vadis, civil rights?”; 

his role in past civil rights bills; rejects the idea that he wants to be wooed or 

that he expects something in return; inserts testimony and reference material; 
the issue is not race but bad conduct; reviews provisions and implications of 

the bill 

1966/9/15 Today Show, NBC Television [Dirksen interviewed. The Senate effectively killed 

the civil rights bill the day before by refusing to invoke cloture] 

Subjects: Explains why the bill failed (“You can’t take a bill that is inherently 
bad and then expect to do something with it”); rejects the idea that he is to 

blame—the critics exaggerate his influence; concerns about the two jury titles 

if the bill comes back in the next Congress; refuses to succumb to 
intimidation; reflects on House Republican Joe Martin 

1966/9/15 Voice of America 

Subjects: Efforts are underway to write a new civil rights bill following the 
Senate’s failure to pass the previous bill; Mansfield has promised a second vote 

on cloture; [Dirksen repeats the Today Show transcript] 
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1966/9/19 “Prayer in Public Schools,” Senate floor remarks [Congressional Record reprint, 
20 pages. An example of Dirksen oratory] 

Subjects: Dirksen’s S.J. Res. 148; the Engle v. Vitale and related court cases; 

expects to offer his resolution as a complete substitute for the joint resolution 

now pending which relates to the United Nations Children’s Emergency Fund; 
the religious tradition in the U.S.; describes actions of the critics of his 

resolution; inserts supporting material; “We might not have some of the riots 

in this country if we had prayer in schools and a little more religious tradition”; 
cites dozens of cases where school districts have faced uncertainty as a result 

of the court ruling [The pending measure, as amended by Dirksen, required a 

two-thirds vote to pass, and it failed] 

1966/9/28 Release, “Five Vital Economic Questions [addressed to the president],” the 

Republican Leadership of Congress 
Subjects: Are you making preparations for wage-and-price controls? Are you 

planning to impose them piecemeal? Is a special wage-policy review board 

already contemplated? If controls are imposed, will they be imposed across 
the board? Do you really believe that controls represent the primary brake on 

inflation? 

1966 October Untitled remarks [Apparently written to introduce Charles Percy. Includes 

Dirksen’s handwritten, word-for-word notes] 

Subjects: The need to restore balance in government by electing Republicans 

1966/10/2 Face the Nation, CBS Television and Radio [Dirksen is the only guest] 
Subjects: The public backlash against the civil rights movement and its impact 

on the fortunes of the Republican Party; his role in the defeat of the 1966 civil 

rights bill; the Negro vote and the party; civil rights demonstrations; 
Republican criticisms of Dirksen’s support of the president; efforts to control 

spending; speculates on the reasons for the decline in the president’s 

popularity; the “credibility gap”; the popularity of Robert Kennedy; the 

workload before adjournment; Vietnam as a campaign issue; the split between 
Dirksen and other Republicans on supporting the president on Vietnam; the 

response to Dirksen’s offer to bet on the outcome of the congressional 

elections 

1966/10/9 Opinion in the Capital, WTTG News [Part I of a two-part “TV Portrait”] 

Subjects: Reasons why small towns produce leaders (“Character has a 
chance”); Horatio Alger, Abraham Lincoln as his heroes; Dirksen’s upbringing, 

theatrical interests; the prayer amendment; how Dirksen decides to vote; his 

role in civil rights bills; his relationship with Lyndon Johnson; inflation and 
government spending; the response to Dirksen’s offer to bet on the outcome 

of the congressional elections; the Illinois U.S. Senate race 

1966/10/14 “Where our nation stands at home and abroad,” reprinted by the New York 

Times 

Subjects: There is a dis-spirited, pessimistic mood in the country; rips the 
administration for the Great Society; “Meanwhile the Administration goes its 

higgledy-piggledy way, its high priests no longer the flower of American 

culture but skilled political salesmen who pursue domestic social programs 
with the pop-eyed ardor of a Harpo Marx chasing blondes” 

1966/10/14 “Where Our Nation Stands at Home and Abroad: The Republican Report of 

U.S. Senator Everett McKinley Dirksen … for the Second Session, 89th 

Congress,” Senate Doc. No. 116 

Subjects: Comprehensive overview 
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1966/10/14 “A Record of Press Conference Statements made by Senator Everett McKinley 
Dirksen and Representative Gerald R. Ford for the Republican Leadership of 

Congress,” Senate Doc. No. 118 

Subjects: Compilation of press conference statements organized by subject 

1966/10/14 “Summaries of Laws and Treaties of General Interest. Supplement to The 

Republican Report … ,” Senate Doc. No. 131 
Subjects: Comprehensive listing organized by subject 

1966/10/14 Statement 
Subjects: Prayer in public schools; “I would hope that now with weapons of 

unlimited destructive potential poised throughout the world that our school 

children would be permitted the right on a voluntary basis, to invoke the 
guidance of that Creator and to thank Him for our blessings” 

1966/10/16 Opinion in the Capital, News [Part II of a two-part “TV Portrait”] 
Subjects: Dirksen’s first controversial vote; his eye ailment; the role of prayer 

in his life; the roughest part about politics; assessment of Charles De Gaulle; 

cannot retreat in Vietnam; George Romney’s presidential candidacy; 
Republican Party’s prospects; the state of the two-party system; congressional 

reform is required; the mood of the country is pessimistic, but Dirksen is 

hopeful for the future 

1966/10/22 “Beginning and End of the Second Session of 89th Congress,” Senate floor 

remarks [Included are Dirksen’s handwritten draft, his typed draft, and a press 
release] 

Subjects: The 89th Congress saw “the best and worst of times”; overview; 

“The march of growing Federal power continued without let or hinderance and 
brought with it continuing fears of monolithic, all powerful central government” 

1966 November “Thanksgiving Prayer” 

1966/11/30 Remarks, Introduction of “Gallant Men,” U.S. Capitol, Room S207 [Musical 

score included] 

Subjects: Explains his motivation for the record (“What we need is a patriotic 
and spiritual rebirth in this country. … Perhaps it has to be emotionalized, I 

don’t know, but in any event I think I would die unhappy unless I made some 

little contribution to the cause of putting America, and particularly young 
America, back in the stream of tradition which is as glorious as that of any 

country in any time or generation on the face of the earth”) 

1966/12/3 Remarks, Annual Meeting of the Trade Relations Council of the United States, 

Americana Hotel, New York City [Congressional Record reprint, February 3, 

1967, included] 
Subjects: In the 1966 elections, “The American people have expressed 

emphatically their lack of confidence in a continuation of the philosophy 

pursued by the Democratic Administration during the past several years. A line 
has been drawn against further Federal innovation in an attempted reshaping 

of the very structure of American society”; balance of payments crisis; the 

Kennedy Round trade negotiations; renewal of the Trade Expansion Act; the 
relationship of trade policy to domestic employment 
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