
Remarks, Release, Interviews Item-Level Listing 

 

1968 

1968 “Cause and Cure—For What It’s Worth,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s 
syndicated newspaper column. Typed on legal Senate Finance Committee 

letterhead] 

Subjects: Finds the root of crime and rioting in the disrespect for private 
property rights; two things are needed: “The first is a re-education of the 

country as to what the right of private property means to a stable, peaceful 

society. The second is an all-out vigorous enforcement of the law where this 
right is flouted and abused” 

1968 Untitled, Senate floor remarks 
Subjects: Factors contributing to delay in passing gun control legislation; “I am 

persuaded that those in Executive Departments who persistently advocate the 

most stringent kind of firearms regulation fail to understand what the people 
actually want and are willing to support”; supports state and local regulation in 

place of federal as provided in S. 1853  and S. 1854 which would amend the 

Federal Firearms Act; explains the provisions of that bill 

1968 Untitled, Senate floor remarks 

Subjects: Debate over the military draft; Congress’s role in declaring and 
conducting wars; proposes an amendment that would “require authorization by 

the Congress before any inductees called into service pursuant to this measure 

be sent abroad in combat.” 

1968 “What’s Down the Road?” Savings and Loan Annals 1968 

Subjects: The forces behind the “vexatious problems facing us today” include 
the rise of communism and the Soviet Union and the atomic age (“Couple the 

Red ideology with this frightful atomic force and you have what causes the curse 

of fear to spread all through world”); the problems ahead in foreign trade; the 
budget deficit and the public debt 

1968/1/2 “Why We Give Money to India,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 
newspaper column] 

Subjects: Despite India’s lack of support for the U.S. and its hostility to U.S. 

investment, India has great potential 

1968/1/9 “The Threat to Social Security,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 
newspaper column] 

Subjects: The pending insolvency of the Civil Service Retirement Fund serves as 

a cautionary lesson for Social Security 

1968/1/15 “The Sesquicentennial Year,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 

broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: Illinois history, including the first Illinois Congress members 

1968/1/16 “Our Flag—Love or Hate?” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 
newspaper column] 

Subjects: “Perhaps there are two answers [to deal with desecration of the flag]. 

The one is an adequate Federal statute to deal with such an act for just what it 
is—contempt for authority and a supercilious view of what the flag really means. 

The other would be to set ourselves to the important business of rethinking the 

history of this Republic and recalling what agony and sacrifice in all generations 
has [sic] gone into the origin and preservation of that resplendent banner” 
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1968/1/20 Remarks accepting the Alfalfa Club Nomination for the Presidency [Typed on 
notebook paper, 9 single-spaced pages] 

Subjects: Dirksen “wanted it so badly in 1944”; a humorous account of his 

presidential aspirations, his “platform” if nominated in 1968, the people he 

would select for his Cabinet, and the actions he would take as president  

1968/1/22 “Everett Dirksen’s America,” ABC News Department [50-page script for a 
television special with Howard K. Smith] 

Subjects: Tour of the Capitol with commentary; Dirksen’s impressions in 1933; 

the growth of government and the budget; Dirksen’s transformation from 
isolationist to interventionist; Dirksen’s use of humor and his oratorical abilities; 

instances when Dirksen’s words changed votes; his retirement from the House 

and the family’s decision to run for the Senate; interviews in Pekin with Tom and 

Ben Dirksen to recall Everett’s youth; Smith describes Dirksen as the proto-
typical senator; Dirksen’s role in passing the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the 

Nuclear Test Ban Treaty; comments on each of the five presidents with whom he 

has served; the relationship between Congress and the presidency 

1968/1/22 “The Pending Civil Rights Bill,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 
broadcast to constituents. Senator Roman Hruska delivers these remarks in the 

absence of Dirksen] 

Subjects: A bill to deal with the interference with the exercise of certain civil 

rights 

1968/1/23 “For a Merchant Marine Subsidy,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 
newspaper column] 

Subjects: The decline in the U.S. Merchant Marine requires the use of public 

funds to rebuild it 

1968/1/29 Release, “The Pueblo Affair” 

Subjects: “If the I incident does nothing else, it should jolt our American sense 
of mission and our interest in the history of this Republic. We had better start 

re-thinking our history at a time when the clammy spirit of fear and timidity 

seems to be upon us. … Appeasement has never paid. Those who do appease 
have always paid a fearful price.” 

1968/1/29 “How Old is Old?” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 
constituents] 

Subjects: Age is relative; a review of successful and influential “elderly” people; 

the need to retain the skills of the elderly in the work force 

1968/1/30 “Here, They Reason Together,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 
Subjects: Describes the joint Senate and joint congressional leadership meetings 

at the White House; these meetings are not hostile as the press sometimes 

describes them 

1968 February Untitled, remarks in honor of the 100th anniversary of The World Almanac 

[Includes remarks by others. Subjects list only Dirksen’s remarks] 
Subjects: Draws comparisons between 1968 and 1868 
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1968/2/4 Issues and Answers, ABC Radio and Television [Dirksen is the only guest] 
Subjects: Restates his support for President Johnson in the conduct of the war in 

Vietnam in light of the recent communist offensive; the Pueblo seizure by North 

Korea and Dirksen’s consultations with the president; candidates for the 

Republican presidential nomination; justifies his friendship with President 
Johnson despite criticism from some Republicans; the president’s request for a 

tax increase; Dirksen’s willingness to cut the budget for state projects in order to 

head off a deeper deficit 

1968/2/5 “Abraham Lincoln and Horace Greeley,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his 
weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Biographical information about Greeley; Greeley’s 1862 editorial “The 

Prayer of the 20 Millions” criticizing Lincoln and urging the right of states to 

secede by popular referendum; Dirksen’s admiration of Lincoln’s reply 

1968/2/6 “Committee-ed to Death,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 
newspaper column] 

Subjects: There are too many committees because people send problems to 

Congress to solve that are properly a community’s responsibility; statistics on 
committees; “The control of our country should be returned to the people and 

the way to do that is to have more of the functions of Government handled at 

the local level, by city councils and county boards and states legislatures” 

1968/2/12 WCFL Broadcast [“Abraham Lincoln” by Carl Sandburg and “Abraham Lincoln” by 

Dirksen] 
Subjects: The character and legacy of Lincoln 

1968/2/12 Release, The Republican Leadership of Congress [Remarks by Dirksen and 
Gerald Ford as they laid wreaths at the Lincoln Tomb in Springfield IL (Dirksen) 

and the Lincoln Memorial (Ford)] 

Subjects: The Lincoln legacy 

1968/2/12 “The Continuing Battle of Civil Rights,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his 

weekly broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: Despite all the civil rights laws passed since 1957, there are still gaps; 

the current bill is intended to address assault cases that “are motivated and 

inspired by race, or color, or by creed, or by national origin, where the States 
are rather reluctant or undiligent in going about enforcing the law on cases of 

that kind”; Dirksen’s objections are based on the lack of uniformity of the 

proposed law; his characterization of the groups lined up for and against the 
measure; the parliamentary maneuvering which resulted in additional 

controversial amendments, including open housing; the impact of adjournment 

1968/2/13 “We Need More Women … ,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 

Subjects: Congress needs more women; historical examples; the successes and 
challenges for women in Congress 

1968/2/17 Release 
Subjects: Dirksen announces his candidacy for re-election; “In such a time, 

nothing matters save that the body be the ready servant of one’s will, that the 

will be strong and intact, and that the spirit knows compassion born from the 
experience of both peace and war” 

1968/2/17 Release [Annotated draft included] 

Subjects: Testimonial dinner for George Sisler 
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1968/2/19 “Hush Your Mouth,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 
constituents] 

Subjects: The cloture procedure; history of the filibuster; cloture protects the 

minority; “Our government is something like an old waterlog scow ….” 

1968/2/20 “Riding on the Coattails,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated newspaper 

column] 
Subjects: Constitutional provisions for congressional terms; the interest in 

extending the term of House members to four years; Dirksen supports the 

current term as a necessary check on executive power 

1968/2/21 Press Release, The Republican Leadership of the Congress [Statements by 

Dirksen and Gerald Ford at a press conference following the Joint Senate-House 
Republican Leadership Meeting] 

Subjects: Republicans will not support increased taxes without a reduction in 

spending; the Senate will not approve the travel tax proposed by the 
administration 

1968/2/26 “Will the Presidential Election of 1968 Go To the House of Representatives to Be 
Resolved?” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 

constituents] 

Subjects: Historical precedent and the procedures to resolve an election when a 
candidate does not receive a majority of the electoral vote; the potential impact 

of George Wallace’s candidacy 

1968/2/27 “The Third House of Congress,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 

Subjects: The function and operation of the “Committee on Conference,” aka 
conference committee 

1968/2/28 Senate floor remarks 

Subjects: Debate over fair housing; Dirksen has changed his mind since his 

remarks in opposition to open housing on September 14, 1966 (“There are only 

two categories of people who do not change their minds … “); explains his 
change of heart and the need to act on fair housing in light of the service of 

young men of color in Vietnam and because of urban unrest; Dirksen and others 

have labored to perfect the bill 

1968/2/29 Press Release, The Republican Leadership of the Congress [Statements by 

Dirksen and Gerald Ford at a press conference following the Joint Senate-House 
Republican Leadership Meeting] 

Subjects: Ford lists 14 “doubts” Americans have about the administration; 

Dirksen adds 13; Question of the Week: “Today Doubt—Tomorrow Disaster?” 

1968 March “The Supreme Court and the People,” Michigan Law Review vol. 66, No. 5 
[Symposium on the Article V Convention Process] 

Subjects: The one man-one vote issue in historical perspective; reapportionment 

cases; the Colorado case of Lucas v. Forty-Fourth General Assembly; 

rectification by amendment (the congressional effort); the constitutional 
convention method; questions about the “petition-convention method”; calling a 

constitutional convention 
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1968/3/4 “Civil Rights Issue Again,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast 
to constituents] 

Subjects: The legislative history of the current bill; Dirksen’s objections to 

setting aside a certain class of rights cases (assault cases inspired  by race, 

creed, color, or religion) for federal attention; the addition of the fair housing 
amendment; Dirksen’s effort at compromise came apart; the filibuster and 

cloture efforts; Dirksen introduced his substitute after the Mondale fair housing 

amendment was defeated, but cloture failed on the Dirksen substitute by four 
votes before passing by two 

1968/3/5 “A Border’s Promise of Hope,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 

Subjects: Despite occasional differences with Canada, the U.S. border with 

Canada “is an unfortified, heart-warming symbol of trust, co-operation and 
friendship” 

1968/3/11 “Interference with Civil Rights,” Senate floor remarks [Congressional Record 

reprint] 

Subjects: Responds to critics of Dirksen’s willingness to change his mind; the 
two principal forces that have accounted for “this great, free, balanced country” 

are centrifugal and centripetal (which he explains); Dirksen shifts from opposing 

an open occupancy measure to supporting this civil rights bill; describes the 

difference between his efforts to round up Republican votes to invoke cloture on  
the civil rights bills in 1964 and 1968 

1968/3/11 “The Antics of Gold and Silver,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 

broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Problems posed by a bill before the Senate to repeal the 25 percent 
gold cover which applies to the Federal Reserve Notes; a review of the problems 

raised by several New Deal programs, e.g., in agriculture; the Silver Purchase 

Act and subsequent repeal; metal composition of coinage; gold stockpile 

shrinking 

1968/3/12 “The Human Glacier,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated newspaper 
column] 

Subjects: “Population explosion and the result—starvation—could ultimately 

require in many of the vast areas of the world, government control of 

everything; control of birth, control of land and the size of farms, control of 
everything that is eaten and everything that we wear on our backs. Then the 

free world will have gone full circle from freedom to servitude” 

1968/3/14 “Elimination of Reserve Requirements,” Senate floor remarks [Congressional 

Record reprint] 
Subjects: Current votes on a spending cut, a 10 percent tax surcharge, and the 

reserve requirement on Federal Research Notes; current economic uncertainty 

and volatility; details about negotiations on the legislation; the relationship 

between the reserve requirement and the Fed’s rediscount rate; “It will be 
painful, but maybe the time has arrived for this country to face up to a little 

discipline in the monetary field”; explains his vote 

1968/3/14 Press Release, The Republican Leadership of the Congress [Statements by 

Dirksen and Gerald Ford at a press conference following the Joint Senate-House 
Republican Leadership Meeting] 

Subjects: Farmers are suffering from high production costs and low product 

prices; the administration has ignored Republican proposals to ease the situation 
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1968/3/15 “How Old Ev foiled the filibuster,” Life Magazine Special Report by Neil MacNeil 
Subjects: Dirksen changed his mind to support open housing in order “to 

dampen racial unrest and keep the Republican party from seemingly being 

hostile to the Negroes’ aspirations—and also look good to his own sizable Negro 

constituency”; Dirksen’s role in negotiating a compromise but his difficulty in 
lining up Republican support; the March 1 cloture vote failed, but Mansfield gave 

Dirksen a second chance on March 4 and he prevailed 

1968/3/18 “Troops in Europe,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 

constituents] 
Subjects: The Senate passed last night the bill to remove the gold cover on the 

Federal Reserve Note; the fiscal drain in Great Britain undermined the empire; 

the costly business of maintaining troops and dependents throughout the world; 

growing anti-American sentiment 

1968/3/20 “Now Listen, You Critics!” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated newspaper 
column] 

Subjects: Responds to critics of Congress’s leisurely pace; “The quick-and-now 

people ought to understand how the Congress must perform in order to give 
wise and dutiful service”; the “water-logged scow” 

1968/3/20 Release [Correspondence and proposed scripts included] 
Subjects: Dirksen agrees to appear in a feature film entitled “The Monitors” 

1968/3/22 “Lowering the Votes Age,” Senate floor remarks 
Subjects: Dirksen supports S.J. Res. 8, which would allow 18-year-olds the right 

to vote through an amendment to the Constitution 

1968/3/25 “The Mood of America,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 

constituents] 
Subjects: Questions a racially-biased survey of public opinion 

1968/3/26 Opening Statement at hearings by the Subcommittee on Separation of Powers 
on the manner in which administrative agencies interpret and apply the law with 

specific reference to the National Labor Relations Board [Three double-spaced 

legal pages] 
Subjects: Supports an investigation (“I believe this examination will reveal that 

our representative form of government is being undermined by a tendency of 

the administrative bureaucracy to implement its own conception of policy rather 

than that laid down by Congress in enabling legislation”) 

1968/3/27 “Danger of Deadlock,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated newspaper 
column] 

Subjects: The chances that the winner of the presidential election will lack a 

clear electoral majority with the entrance of Robert Kennedy and George Wallace 
into the race as independents (if Johnson runs for reelection) 

1968/3/27 Capitol Cloakroom, CBS Radio Network [20th anniversary broadcast with Mike 
Mansfield, Dirksen, Carl Albert, and Gerald Ford as guests. Subjects will list only 

Dirksen’s comments] 

Subjects: Congress as “the great harmonizer”; the capacity of Congress to lead; 
the relationship of Congress with the president; the increase in the congressional 

workload; the responsibility of the government to remain solvent; Dirksen’s 

analysis of three options for the conduct of the war in Vietnam 
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1968/3/31 Release 
Subjects: Dirksen condemns Democrats for their ill-tempered criticism of 

President Johnson 

1968/4/1 “When a President Announces His Retirement,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of 

his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: There will be a new president and vice president following the 1968 
election; presumes there will be a change in foreign policy which may lead to 

problems of troop demobilization and appropriations reductions and their impact 

on the economy; expects a curtailment of foreign aid and changes in executive 
personnel 

1968/4/3 “’The Harpies of the Shore … ,’” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 
newspaper column] 

Subjects: President Johnson’s decision to remove himself from the presidential 

race is understandable; “there can be no thought that Lyndon Johnson is 
confessing personal defeat …. Mr. Johnson instead is risking his reputation, his 

lifetime of political achievement, on a single turn of the card, firm in his belief 

that, unfettered by politics and freed from democratic party responsibility, he 
can yet achieve a settlement [in Vietnam] with honor and dignity” 

1968/4/8 “Some Reflections on the Riot in Washington,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of 
his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: The British invasion during the War of 1812; describes the recent riot 

and the president’s call for legislation; Dirksen authored the civil rights bill now 
in the House dealing with racially-motivated assault and fair housing 

1968/4/10 “We Get Lots of Letters …,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 
newspaper column] 

Subjects: The nature of his constituent mail 

1968/4/15 “What Has Happened to the UN?” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 

broadcast to constituents. Delivered by Howard Baker in Dirksen’s place] 

Subjects: The founding of the U.N.; the failures of the U.N., including Vietnam; 
the Soviet use of the veto and other nations’ disproportionate influence in the 

General Assembly; the cost of participation 

1968/4/16 Statement on S. 2721 before the Subcommittee on Antitrust and Monopoly 

Subjects: Supports a move to delete the requirement that direct appeals of 

antitrust decisions go to the U.S. Supreme Court 

1968/4/17 “Age Still Commands Respect,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 
newspaper column] 

Subjects: Examples of elderly public servants; young people value the role of 

their elders 

1968/4/22 “What Happened to the Panama Treaty?” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his 

weekly broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: An historical overview of the Panama Canal; the negotiation of a treaty 

in response to Panamanian complaints; Dirksen invited treaty proponents and 

opponents to brief Republican senators; waterway “choke” points 

1968/4/24 Release, Associated Press 

Subjects: Dirksen calls for a step-by-step approach to make city slums more 
livable and to provide jobs for their inhabitants; supports a pilot program; does 

not agree with Chicago Mayor Richard Daley’s orders to police to shoot to kill 

arsonists and to wound looters 
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1968/4/28 “The Unfoldment of the Crime Bill,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 
broadcast to constituents. Delivered by Howard Baker in Dirksen’s place] 

Subjects: The legislative history of the bill and its amendments; Dirksen’s 

objections to provisions that would create, in his opinion, a national police force 

at the expense of states’ authority; other provisions in the bill dealing with 
admissibility of evidence, eyewitness testimony, wiretapping, gun control, and 

Senate confirmation of the FBI Director 

1968/4/29 “Where Do We Go From Here?” U.S. News and World Report 

Subjects: Dirksen on the root causes of urban violence (“the problem of the 
ghetto, the jobless, the unhoused, the ill-housed, the ill-fed”); the need for high 

quality job training; “This is no task for academic do-gooders. This is no task for 

social crusaders. This is no task for ultraliberal theologians. This is a job for 

persons who have met payrolls, who know the risks and hazards of industry, 
who know that our is a competitive system” 

1968/4/30 Release 

Subjects: Dirksen hosting a news conference for the 1968 National Teacher of 

the Year 

1968/4/30 “A Republican Position in the Field of Aging,” Senate floor remarks 

[Congressional Record reprint] 
Subjects: Inserts minority views to the report of the Senate Special Committee 

on Aging; focuses on three recommendations (change federal fiscal policies to 

stop inflation; provide automatic Social Security benefit increases; and conduct a 
comprehensive study of the economic problems facing the elderly); emphasizes 

the last point in view of the growth of Social Security “like Topsy” 

1968/5/1 “The UN Has Not Kept Peace,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 

Subjects: Vietnam is the U.N.’s “greatest failure”; the founding of the U.N.; 
costs to U.S.; the U.N. “has succeeded as a peace-keeping power only on issues 

where the U.S. and Russia were more or less in agreement” 

1968/5/2 Untitled 

Subjects: Agrees that the “fairness doctrine” applied to broadcasters is 

“repressive” 

1968/5/6 “Tell It To the Ombudsman,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 

broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: Senator Edward Long’s bill to create the Administrative Office of 

Ombudsman; concerns about the power vested in the proposed office 

1968/5/8 “How Will Polls Affect Us?” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 
Subjects: Explores the potential impact of polls on political races; polls are not 

regulated by the Federal Corrupt Practices Act; believes it would be “a tragedy” 

if polls “could finally determine our political destiny” 

1968/5/13 Release, “Dirksen to Make ‘Wise Owl’ Presentation to Lockport Student,” 

Sellestrom Manufacturing Co. 
Subjects: Presentation to take place on May 20 
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1968/5/13 “Dangerous Times,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 
constituents] 

Subjects: Recalls the influence on himself of John Hersey’s article in the New 

Yorker during debate on the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty and his book, Hiroshima; 

the power of the atomic bomb; expects there to be proposed a Nuclear 
[Non]Proliferation Treaty 

1968/5/15 “Light on the Panama Treaty,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 

Subjects: See “What Happened to the Panama Treaty?” Radio and TV broadcast, 
April 22, 1968 

1968/5/15 “Certificate of Recognition signed by the President” [Documents related to the 
presentation ceremony included] 

Subjects: The 35th anniversary year of the signing of the Agricultural Adjustment 

Act of 1933 

1968/5/16 “Let’s Not Make Patriotism a Dirty Word!” Pageant [8 double-spaced pages] 

Subjects: “What is patriotism? To me, it is love of God and love of country, one 
and inseparable”; this thought is embodied in the American Legion’ recital, “For 

God and Country”; the legacy of patriots Samuel Adams, Dr. Joseph Warren, 

Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, Astronaut John Glenn; criticizes those who 
believe that patriotism is out of fashion 

1968/5/20 “It Seems Incredible,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 
constituents. Includes handwritten outline on Dirksen’s notebook paper] 

Subjects: The anniversary of VE Day; recounts his presence in Paris and his 

impressions; the persistence of war; the failure of the promise of the United 
Nations; two “ghastly forces are operative in the world today” (Marxism and the 

atomic bomb) 

1968/5/21 Untitled 

Subjects: Dirksen’s salute to June as Dairy Month and National Radio Month 

1968/5/22 “May is Gay; People Somber,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 
Subjects: “The people are beset on all sides with problems, and many of them 

sigh and are about to resign themselves in the months ahead to hearing wild 

promises and conflicting answers to questions concerning the problems of 

government and war, racism and poverty” 

1968/5/27 “Suppose It Ended Today,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly 
broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: If the war in Vietnam ended, what challenges would the nation face in 

the transition to peace? Comparison to the aftermath of the Korean War 

1968/5/29 “Our Gargantuan Government,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 
Subjects: Recounts the growth of government functions and federal 

employment; unless some of the federal functions are returned to local 

communities, “that load we are all carrying on our backs is going to break our 
backs” 
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1968/6/3 “Student Unrest,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 
constituents] 

Subjects: Student unrest in other nations sometimes leads to revolution; 

Dirksen’s own experiences with students; characterizes many student demands 

as “just a little on the juvenile side”; the “strange” demands from black students 
to live in separate housing as a contradiction to the thrust of civil rights; hopes 

“that this fever will run its course” 

1968/6/5 “About Hate and Deceit,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated newspaper 

column] 
Subjects: Dirksen explains a folder he received for one of those “little 

organizations that attempt to chip away at the greatness of our freedom” by 

engaging in hate and deceit 

1968/6/6 Untitled 

Subjects: The “attempted” assassination of Robert Kennedy “merits a thorough 
investigation.” A second page opens, “The nation recoiled with horror over the 

second assassination in the Kennedy family” 

1968/6/6 “Death of Senator Kennedy of New York,” Congressional Record 

Subjects: Dirksen and Mansfield will introduce a resolution to set up a select 

committee to inquire into the pathology of political and social violence which 
plagues the nation; testaments to Kennedy 

1968/6/10 “A Bill to Punish Desecration of the Flag,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his 
weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: The meaning and symbolism of the flag; the House has passed a bill 

which is reposing in the Senate; the “curious” arguments proposed against the 
flag desecration bill and the counter arguments 

1968/6/12 “America’s Heart Is Right,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 

Subjects: America’s leadership in the world and promise at home; a “willful 

minority in Detroit, Newark, Washington, Watts and other areas are not exactly 
America. … They are but a small, evil segment of our society and alien to the 

whole American tradition” 

1968/6/13 Press Release, The Republican Leadership of the Congress [Statements by 

Dirksen and Gerald Ford at a press conference following the Joint Senate-House 

Republican Leadership Meeting] 
Subjects: Commentary on civil unrest and disobedience; the law must be obeyed 

and enforced; “A sacred regard for human life must be restored”; “Respect for 

authority must be restored”; calls for respect for the flag and the end of “hateful 
language”; the proposed crime bill 

1968/6/17 “What Should a Political Campaign Cost?” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his 

weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: The costs of campaigns; sources of campaign funds and campaign 

finance regulations and proposed reforms 

1968/6/19 “Request for an Ombudsman,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 
newspaper column] 

Subjects: Other nations’ use of an ombudsman; Senator Edward Long’s bill to 

create the Administrative Office of Ombudsman; concerns about the power 
vested in the proposed office 
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1968/6/24 “Limiting a Presidential Candidate to Television and Radio,” Radio and TV 
broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: A proposal to protect presidential candidates by limiting campaigning 

to television and radio; recalls his 1944 presidential effort in detail to illustrate 

the demands of campaigning; to limit campaigns is to confess “that we cannot 
enforce the law and command obedience to the laws of the country”; calls for 

enforcement of laws 

1968/6/26 “Fever Will Run Its Course,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 
Subjects: See “Student Unrest,” June 3, 1968 

1968/6/27 Untitled, Senate floor remarks 
Subjects: Explains his rationale for reintroducing his proposal for a constitutional 

amendment to permit non-denominational prayer in public schools 

1968/6/29 Remarks, Illinois State Republican Convention, Springfield Il [Annotated, typed 

draft included] 

Subjects: The 150th anniversary of statehood and the growth of the state; from 
Lincoln until now, save for the Civil War, “ours has been a tranquil history. IN 

THE MAIN, authority has been respected. The laws have been obeyed AND 

ENFORCED. THE SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE HAS BEEN PROPERLY RESPECTED 
AND SAFEGUARDED. A feeling of security by day or night has prevailed. The 

rights of private property have been upheld. It was a new land which became a 

good land, and a people with high moral and social values”; these values are 
now challenged; “The impunity with which moral, social, and legal standards 

have been flouted, has taken its toll in human life, in disquiet of the public mind, 

in haunting fear, in a feeling of insecurity, in property damage, in diminishing 
prestige and in a tarnished image”; offers his prescription to address the “moral 

crisis” in a law-and-order theme 

1968 July Release, The American Legion 

Subjects: Dirksen named to the Legion’s 50th Anniversary Committee of One 

Hundred 

1968/7/1 “Age, Sex and the Ballot,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast 

to constituents] 
Subjects: The crusade to award women the right to vote; it seems to Dirksen 

“that women pretty much determine the outcome of elections today …. So 

generally speaking, it would occur to me that from the standpoint of background 
they probably bring a higher intelligence quotient to political participation and 

responsibility that the generality of men”; efforts to lower the voting age and 

Dirksen’s suggestion that it be left to the states (“I don’t know that all the 
wisdom is compounded particularly in the Congress”) 

1968/7/3 “A Time to Wave the Flag,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 
newspaper column] 

Subjects: “How can there be too much of our flag? In a day when “patriotism” is 

in danger of becoming a dirty, unfashionable word, it is high time to wave the 
flag more than ever, for if the symbol goes, then the substance goes with it”; his 

flag desecration bill 

1968/7/8 “Parties and Platforms,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his weekly broadcast to 

constituents] 

Subjects: The evolution of political parties and their platforms; the process of 
developing a platform for the Republican Party; the debate over long vs. short 

platforms 
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1968/7/9 “Prayer Amendment,” Senate floor remarks [Large type font delivery copy 
included. Twelve double-spaced page carbon] 

Subjects: Describes his garden on Independence Day (“Mr. President, who can 

live with this beauty, this diversity, this color, this salute to the mind, the heart, 

the soul of men and not believe in God—in a Creator behind it all?”); submits 
again a resolution for a constitutional amendment “to make freely permissible 

prayer in public buildings and especially public schools”; provides rationale; 

reviews court decisions 

1968/7/10 “And the Troops Go Marching On,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 
newspaper column] 

Subjects: See “It Seems Incredible,” May 20, 1968  

1968/7/11 Statement before the Senate Judiciary Committee 

Subjects: Endorses the nomination of Abe Fortas to be Chief Justice of the U.S.; 

testament to Fortas 

1968/7/13 Statement, “Arms for Israel” 

Subjects: “The surest was to bring about another disruption of the all too slender 
truce which presently exists in that area is to permit an imbalance of power to 

develop. We should not only give assurance to Israel on this matter but proceed 

to deliver the weaponry which she requires” 

1968/7/15 “After Vietnam—What’s Left to Spend?” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his 

weekly broadcast to constituents] 
Subjects: Challenges the idea that there will be vast sums to spend after the 

Vietnam war ends; the relationship between the surtax and the budget deficit; 

the commitments already made to fund education, rent supplements, pollution 
control, and automatic increases in several programs; deferred needs 

1968/7/17 “Court Must Not Be Delayed,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 

Subjects: Controversy over the Supreme Court appointments of Abe Fortas and 

Homer Thornberry; 19 Republicans have signed a letter protesting the 
nominations and stating that the appointments should be made by the next 

president; the nation deserves to voice their opinions about the nominations 

1968/7/18 Press Release, The Republican Leadership of the Congress [Statements by 

Dirksen and Gerald Ford at a press conference following the Joint Senate-House 

Republican Leadership Meeting] 
Subjects: “The Johnson-Humphrey defense policies have demonstrably failed to 

face up to the realities of peace and security in a perilous world”; “The defense 

of this nation is tied as surely to statesmanlike economic proposals such as this 
[the Eisenhower-Strauss atomic project-for-peace proposal] as it is to military 

hardware. We serve neither America nor mankind with sanity by ignoring them” 

1968/7/22 “The Unfoldment of a Party Platform,” Radio and TV broadcast [Text of his 

weekly broadcast to constituents] 

Subjects: Describes witnesses [including Margaret Chase Smith] appearing 
before a platform committee hearing on national security and foreign policy 

1968/7/22 “The Fight to Save S.A.C.B.” 

Subjects: Documents Dirksen’s efforts since 1965 to save the Subversive 

Activities Control Board; “I was determined that this Board should not be 
liquidated by its enemies and certainly Communist fellow travelers and ultra-left-

wingers would like nothing more” 
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1968/7/24 “A List of V.P. Choices,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated newspaper 
column] 

Subjects: The process of selecting a vice president through history; Dirksen’s list 

includes Howard Baker, Mark Hatfield, Charles Percy, John Tower, Gerald Ford, 

Melvin Laird, several governors, and Mayor John Lindsay 

1968/7/31 “About Political Platforms,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 
newspaper column] 

Subjects: See “Parties and Platforms,” July 8, 1968 

1968/8/4 Issues and Answers, ABC Radio and Television [Dirksen and Governor Daniel 

Evans (R-WA) are the guests. Subject listings are for Dirksen only] 

Subjects: Evaluates the Republican Party’s platform, including the plank on the 
Vietnam war; his assessment of the presidential (Richard Nixon and Ronald 

Reagan) and vice presidential candidates (Howard Baker among others); the 

pending confirmation of Abe Fortas as Chief Justice 

1968/8/5 “Sen. Dirksen’s Report [Brief reports from the Republican National Convention 

published by The Washington Daily News] 
Subjects: The process of producing the platform 

1968/8/6 “Sen. Dirksen’s Report [Brief reports from the Republican National Convention 

published by The Washington Daily News] 

Subjects: Richard Nixon looks to be the nominee 

1968/8/6 “Introduction to the Platform” [Mimeograph, Republican National Committee 

news release, and platform excerpts included] 
Subjects: The theme is, “A republic—if you can keep it”; the Great Society is 

“mismanaged” (“Never promises so lavish, performance so dismal, respecting 

our millions of poor—never their resentment so keen, their protest so violent, 
and never relations among races so gravely impaired”); indictment of the 

administration; Republican Party principles 

1968/8/7 “Lowering the Voting Age,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 

Subjects: The arguments for and against lowering the voting age; a history of 
suffrage; proposes that the “wise course” is to submit it to the various states in 

the form of a constitution resolution 

1968/8/7 “Sen. Dirksen’s Report [Brief reports from the Republican National Convention 

published by The Washington Daily News] 

Subjects: There may be a floor fight on the vice presidential nomination 

1968/8/8 “Sen. Dirksen’s Report [Brief reports from the Republican National Convention 

published by The Washington Daily News] 
Subjects: The “unsung doorbell ringers and the unseen party delegates” gave 

Richard Nixon their enthusiastic support and “refused to be swayed by the polls 

or seduced by the glamor of Gov. Reagan or the so-called appeal to the 
uncommitted voter of Gov. Rockefeller” 

1968/8/9 “Sen. Dirksen’s Report [Brief reports from the Republican National Convention 
published by The Washington Daily News] 

Subjects: Nixon’s choice of Spiro Agnew as his running mate 
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1968/8/14 “Will Candidates Be Safe?” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 
newspaper column] 

Subjects: Rejects the idea that the presidential campaign should be restricted to 

radio and television appearances [See also June 24, 1968] 

1968/8/21 “The ‘Gut Issue’ Campaign,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 
Subjects: Cites the Vietnam war and “fear” among several “gut issues”; 

“Politicians do not make the issues. The people make the issues, and so Nixon 

and his Democratic opponent have got to talk about the things people want to 
hear—the gut issues. Americans don’t like to be disturbed in the even tenor of 

their ways. They don’t like to be afraid” 

 

1968/8/28 “Prayer in American Schools,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 
Subjects: Intends to re-introduce his prayer amendment when Congress 

reconvenes in September; the inconsistency with which prayer in public places is 

treated; court cases 

1968/9/4 “Now the Battle is Joined,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 
Subjects: Analyzes the presidential race between Richard Nixon and Hubert 

Humphrey; identifies the Vietnam war and civil disorder as the major issues; 

“Every political mind in this country knows that the people—the majority of 
Americans—will not stand for any more of what they have had” 

1968/9/11 “The Outrage of Television,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 
newspaper column] 

Subjects: “The television process of the two recent conventions is an outrage 

against the democratic process”; television broadcasters forced their opinions on 
the viewers; proposes reforms 

1968/9/12 Press Release, The Republican Leadership of the Congress [Statements by 
Dirksen and Gerald Ford at a press conference following the Joint Senate-House 

Republican Leadership Meeting] 

Subjects: The Republican Party platform summarized; the increase in crime 
serves as “a scathing indictment of American leadership” 

1968/9/12 Remarks, ZOA 71st Annual Convention, Washington DC, luncheon to honor 
Dirksen 

Subjects: Recalls his visit to Israel 23 years ago; the threats posed by 

communism and the atomic age; the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia; “We 
have a spectacle then of fever and turbulence in the world today that is rather 

astonishing and also alarming”; the recognition of Israel and the U.S. 

commitment to it; the current administration is wrong to stay neutral or Israel 
may become the next Czechoslovakia 

 

1968/9/18 “What’s a ‘Good’ President?” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 

Subjects: Examples of vice presidents who lacked presidential qualifications; 
Abraham Lincoln demonstrated that one without experience can achieve 

greatness 
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1968/9/25 “The Congressional Races,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 
newspaper column] 

Subjects: The potential impact of Senate races on seniority and committee 

assignments; Dirksen favors the seniority system 

1968/10/1 “Television Comes of Age,” TV Guide [Seven double-spaced pages] 

Subjects: Examines criticisms of television (its impact on “the thinking and 
morals of the people young and old”; “the question of quantity”; the question of 

“techniques which are employed … inspired by the coverage of the two national 

political conventions”); difficulties faced by television producers; the positives of 
television 

1968/10/2 “The Agnew Factor,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated newspaper 
column] 

Subjects: Republican vice presidential candidate Spiro Agnew’s appeal may bring 

Greek-American voters to the Republican Party 

1968/10/9 “Old Nixon, New Nixon,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated newspaper 

column. Draft included] 
Subjects: “He is not the old or the new Nixon, but simply a human personality 

endowed with a healthy, normal desire and ambition to serve to the limit of his 

talent and energy and to find the place where that restless energy and growing 
appreciation of national and world problems can best express themselves to the 

national and international interests”; “The maturing Nixon has been 

demonstrating daily to the people of the country a growing command of the art 
of melding problems, principles and policy into action, a precise and an 

understandable action that is in the national interests. This is indeed the steady 

growth of the mind, the heart and the spirit of a man” 

1968/10/9 “Violence by Automobile Accidents,” Senate floor remarks [Congressional Record 

reprint] 
Subjects: Places several items into the Record dealing with traffic accidents and 

fatalities 

1968/10/10 Senate Republican Memo [from the Senate Republican Policy Committee] 

Subjects: What Republican senators did for the nation related to domestic 

tranquility, education, farmers, housing, and health 

1968/10/10 “A Record of Press Conference Statements made by Senator Everett McKinley 

Dirksen and Representative Gerald R. Ford for the Republican Leadership of 
Congress,” Senate Doc. No. 110 

Subjects: Compilation of press conference statements organized by subject 

1968/10/10 “Dedication, Discipline, Duty,” The Republican Report of U.S. Senator Everett 

McKinley Dirksen … for the Second Session, 90th Congress,” Senate Doc. No. 113 
Subjects: Comprehensive overview 

1968/10/16 “Humphrey, the Man,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated newspaper 
column] 

Subjects: Calls out the positive qualities of the Democratic presidential candidate 

to counter the “relentless indictment” that characterizes the campaign 

1968/10/23 “Campaign Time for Congress,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 
Subjects: The process of congressional adjournment 
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1968/10/31 “What if a Viet Truce Came?” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 
newspaper column] 

Subjects: Speculates on the impact a truce might have on the presidential 

campaign, on American prestige, and on the defense perimeter; reviews the 

history of Vietnam, the U.S. commitment, and the peace negotiations 

1968/11/4 “The Campaign Had Many, Many Lessons,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s 
syndicated newspaper column] 

Subjects: Draws several lessons (for example, kissing women at rallies works 

and young men and women are not as naïve as believed); polls are not 
dependable; challenges several myths (for example, that voters change their 

mind at the last minute or that speeches have no effect on voters) 

1968/11/11 “What Brought Victory to Dick Nixon?” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s 

syndicated newspaper column] 

Subjects: Analyzes several factors, including Nixon’s ambition, hard work, 
correct handling of the Vietnam question, talented staff, and knowledge of the 

budget 

1968/11/14 “What’s Down the Road?” Remarks, USSL Annual Convention, Miami Beach 

Florida [20 double-spaced pages] 

Subjects: Begins with a series of anecdotes; delighted to have five new 
Republican senators; “vexations problems” include the threat of Soviet 

expansion and the atomic age (“You couple that Red ideology and this frightful 

atomic force, and there you have what causes the curve of fear to scatter all 
through this world”); these threats can be repelled by “the force of Freedom”; 

the invasion of Czechoslovakia; the problems of foreign trade; foreign aid; the 

post-Vietnam war economic transition; the budget, government spending, and 
the deficit (squalling baby story); the civil service retirement fund liability; the 

promise of America 

1968/11/20 “My Age Became an Issue,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 

Subjects: The unusual nature of the 1968 campaign; a preponderance of older 
people engaged in the issues and voted; his opponent’s constant references to 

Dirksen’s age helped Dirksen 

1968/11/21 “What Have Republicans Ever Done for the Working Man?” Form letter response 

Subjects: Republicans’ record on labor legislation 

1968/11/27 “The Hunt-and-Pick Game,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 

Subjects: Suggestions of candidates for president-elect Nixon’s Cabinet 

1968/12/4 “Nixon and the New Congress,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 
newspaper column] 

Subjects: Does not believe that Nixon will have difficulty in working with the 

Democratic Congress because of Nixon’s congressional experience and the 

nature of the issues (the multilateral nuclear treaty, Nixon’s conservative 
approach to the budget) 

1968/12/11 “Foreign Aid Outlook,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated newspaper 

column] 

Subjects: Congress believes that “foreign aid should taper off sharply, and finally 
be reduced to a token amount”; the issue of foreign trade 
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