
 

Remarks, Release, Interviews Item-Level Listing 
 

1969 

1969 “Senate Resolution 85, Our National Commitments” 

Subjects: Points out 12 flaws in the resolution which states that a commitment to 

a foreign power must result from affirmative action by the legislative and 
executive branches 

1969/1/8 “Campaign Finance Reform,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 
newspaper column] 

Subjects: Provisions of the Federal Corrupt Practices Act; proposal for public 

financing of presidential campaigns; the anatomy of a political campaign; issues 
involved in placing a limit on campaign contributions 

1969/1/9 “What About Our Survival?” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 
newspaper column] 

Subjects: A solution must be found to prevent the destruction of mankind from 

nuclear weapons; the proposed multilateral nuclear treaty 

1969/1/15 “Prayer Amendment,” Senate floor remarks [Eleven double-spaced pages] 
Subjects: Recalls nature’s beauty of the previous summer; “Mr. President, who 

can live with this beauty, this diversity, this color, this salute to the mind, the 

heart, the soul of men and not believe in God—in a Creator behind it all?”; 

submits again a resolution for a constitutional amendment “to make freely 
permissible prayer in public buildings and especially public schools”; provides 

rationale; reviews court decisions 

1969/1/15 “Details of the Inauguration,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 
Subjects: Chairs the Joint Inaugural Committee and describes its work and the 

decisions it had to make 

1969/1/31 Release 

Subjects: Joins as co-sponsor of a measure to provide stability for the domestic 

steel industry; “I cannot stand aside and permit imports to capture an ever 
increasing share of our domestic market to the further injury of our domestic 

industry” 

1969/2/4 “Proposed Disapproval of Executive, Legislative, and Judicial Pay Rates,” Senate 

floor remarks [Congressional Record reprint] 

Subjects: The history of pay rates and salaries; Dirksen’s work on the Joint 
Committee on the Reorganization of the Legislative Branch during which he 

authored the pay title of the Legislative Reorganization Act; the Commission’s 

recommendations on pay; supports increased pay and provides rationale 

1969/2/12 Untitled 

Subjects: The labor strike of dock workers “must surely represent authority far in 
excess of what Congress contemplated when it began the process of building our 

labor laws”; a suggested reform to permit federal courts to settle labor disputes 

that have reached impasse 
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1969/2/12 “The Good Points of the Filibuster,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 
newspaper column] 

Subjects: The filibuster rule “is now in peril. It appears that efforts to change the 

filibuster procedure will come to a head in the near future. If those who seek the 

change do indeed succeed, then they are taking long chances that threaten the 
survival of free institutions” 

1969/2/18 Untitled, Senate floor remarks 

Subjects: Trouble facing the soybean industry requires congressional action to (1) 

lower price supports to prevent over-production and (2) head off efforts by the 
European Economic Community to impose a tariff on the importation of soybeans 

from the U.S.; proposes a concurrent resolution related to the EEC 

1969/2/19 “Congress and the Pay Raise,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 

Subjects: Describes recent, unsuccessful efforts in the Senate to block a pay raise 
(“Such a move was made, indeed always will be made as there are members in 

both the House and the Senate who drape themselves in a mantle of 

unselfishness and then proceed to resist an increase in their own pay, altho 
secretly hoping, I feel certain, that nobody will pay attention to their protests and 

that the measure will pass”) 

1969/2/19 “The Significance of the Inaugural Ceremony to the American People” 

Subjects: “The Inaugural Ceremony is the distillation of democracy in action”; 

“The Inauguration is visible and demonstrative public evidence of the unity of the 
people of this great Nation of ours and of the continuity or orderly patterns of 

government” 

1969/2/26 “Where Will Spending Spiral End?” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 

Subjects: Elements of the budget, revenue and expenditures; in terms of new 
government programs, “Those requests for modest sums almost always have a 

way of becoming in succeeding years, requests for even larger and larger sums” 

1969/3/5 “More Dents in the Constitution?” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 

Subjects: Reviews some of the constitutional amendments before the Senate 
(Electoral College reform, the prayer amendment, lowering the voting age, a new 

method to appoint Supreme Court justices, six-year terms for the president and 

vice president, direct election of the president, a presidential primary proposal) 

1969/3/12 Senate floor remarks 

Subjects: Inserts Roger A. Freeman’s article on taxes and unemployment into the 
Record 

1969/3/12 “The Grape Is Provoking Wrath,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 

Subjects: The United Farm Workers’ boycott of grapes grown in California 

1969/3/19 “I Begin to Think About My Garden,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column. Typed draft included] 
Subjects: Begins, “Long ago the poet Shelley wrote, ‘O, Wind, If Winter comes, 

can Spring be far behind?’; describes his garden; “If a man dies, shall he live 

again?”; the marigold as a national floral emblem 
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1969/3/20 Release, “The First Sixty Days,” Senate floor remarks [Congressional Record copy 
and typescript of 17 double-spaced pages included] 

Subjects: The situation facing the new administration when it took office; an 

indictment of the Democrats’ eight years; the Nixon administration’s first 60 days 

directed toward laying a strong foundation; the building blocks of the foundation 
are trust, candor, restoring “the proper relationship between quality and quantity 

in government,” “humility in Government,” and discipline; efforts “to restore the 

faith of the American people in the decisionmaking processes”; describes “some 
specific problem areas of national importance” (spending, taxes, safeguarding 

nuclear defense, foreign trade, sending power back to the states, giving greater 

business opportunities to minorities, reorganizing the Department of Labor’s 
Manpower Administration); reviews foreign policy developments which have 

restored respect 

1969/3/26 “The Flowers of Spring,” Congressional Record 

Subjects: Howard Baker inserts into the Record Dirksen’s A Senator’s Notebook, 

“I Begin to Think About My Garden” 

1969/3/26 “Increasing the Public Debt Limit,” Senate debate [Congressional Record] 
Subjects: Explains the debt limit issue; recalls the proposal for a legislative 

budget by the Joint Committee on the Reorganization of Congress; the impact of 

increasing the debt on interest rates; supports the increase because it is the 

logical extension of actions Congress has already taken 

1969/3/26 “Problems with Peru and Ecuador,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 
newspaper column] 

Subjects: Restrictions on foreign aid to countries that act against U.S. interests, 

such as Cuba, or which are “dominated or controlled by the international 
Communist movement”; the seizure of American-owned property in Peru and the 

application of the Hickenlooper amendment 

1969/3/26 “Reply to Former Vice President Humphrey’s Statement on Nixon Administration,” 

Senate floor remarks [Congressional Record. Annotated drafts included] 

Subjects: Dirksen is “astonished” at Hubert Humphrey’s statement that 
Democrats would be free to criticize the Nixon administration if it did not solve all 

the problems it inherited in the first 100 days; Democrats’ criticism of the 

administration’s approach to the Vietnam war 

1969/3/26 Release, Senate floor remarks 

Subjects: There will not be an official congressional delegation to the funeral 
services for Dwight Eisenhower 

1969/3/31 Senate floor remarks 
Subjects: The life and legacy of Dwight Eisenhower 

1969 April “From Gettysburg to Gettysburg,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 

Subjects: Testament to Dwight Eisenhower 

1969/4/9 “Monday Holidays for Everybody,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 
Subjects: Congress passed the Monday holiday law in June 1968 to take effect on 

January 1, 1971; reasons to welcome the change 

1969/4/11 Untitled 

Subjects: Introduces Carl L. Klein to hearings before the National Environmental 

Policy Committee [or Commission] 
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1969/4/14 Untitled, Senate floor remarks 
Subjects:  The high price and shortage of lumber adversely affects the housing 

industry 

1969/4/15 Statement 

Subjects: Welcomes religious educators to a seminar held by the Laymen’s 

National Bible Committee; “The principles of separation of church and State do 
not require that there be no lines of communication between each other or even 

in fact a neutrality which by its very existence ignores and denigrates the 

existence of religion by a policy of official indifference” 

1969/4/16 “There is a ‘Clamor … for Action,’” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 
Subjects: Those who clamor for action from the new Nixon administration fail to 

remember the errors of acting in haste in 1933-34 and in passing Great Society 

legislation; “The Nixon Administration emphasizes what is durable, rather than 
what is dramatic”; the budget challenge 

1969/4/18 “Income Tax: Reform and Realities,” Senate floor remarks [Congressional Record] 
Subjects: Inserts into the Record an article by economist Roger A. Freeman 

1969/4/18 Untitled, Senate floor remarks 

Subjects: Inserts a testament by Charlotte Reid to Dwight Eisenhower into the 

Record 

1969/4/21 Release 

Subjects: Supports the administration’s dispatch of Naval vessels to North Korean 
waters in response to provocation; compliments the administration for sending “a 

well-balanced tax reform message to the Congress” 

1969/4/23 “Will the ABM System Work?” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column. Press release from the Los Angeles Times Syndicate included] 

Subjects: Senate controversy over the deployment of an antiballistic missile 
system; compares the expense to the cost of World War II; “If the Safeguard 

antiballistic missile can deter and discourage war, it would be the cheapest 

insurance this nation can buy” 

1969/4/30 “Two Ways to Look at ABM,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 
Subjects: A history of experience leads to distrust of the Soviet Union 

1969/4/30 “Disruptive Minority” 
Subjects: Student unrest; “Only a very small group of disruptive minority are at 

the forefront of the disorders and others swept by the emotions of the moment let 

themselves be caught up in the disorder. They become part of the wrecking crew. 
Under color of dubious cause or by pratting about some fancied grievance they 

bring a sense of disorder to the entire academic community”  

1969/5/1 Release, Senate floor remarks 

Subjects: Student unrest; proposes a resolution directing the Senate Judiciary 

Committee to make a complete and comprehensive study and investigation of 
campus disorders; hopes the matter will be handled by the Subcommittee on 

Internal Security 

4



1969/5/7 “Grist of the Legislative Mill,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 
newspaper column] 

Subjects: Sources of bills; statistics on bills introduced; topics; “’Rejoice and be 

exceedingly glad’ that you may not get all the law you pay for” 

1969/5/14 “As the Parade Goes By …,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 
Subjects: Most students participating in campus disorders resemble those who tag 

along at the end of a parade; the risk to reputation of participating; suggestions 

to revoke student loans or to make concessions “do not appear promising”; the 
law should be upheld 

1969/5/20 “Majority and Minority Leaders of the Senate: History and Development of the 
Offices of the Floor Leaders,” Senate Document No. 91-20 

1969/5/21 “Just Me and the Dogs …,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated newspaper 
column] 

Subjects: The loneliness of the president; recounts the story of calling President 

Lyndon Johnson, inviting him to the Capitol, and Johnson joining the group in 
Dirksen’s office (accompanied by his dog) 

1969/5/27 “Senator Dirksen’s Proposals on East-West Trade,” Congressional Record 

Extension of Remarks [Strom Thurmond inserts “Needed: A Realistic East-West 

Trade Policy” by Dirksen. Tear sheets from the article originally published in The 

Reader’s Digest included] 
Subjects: “It is time for the United States to tie its trade to global politics, to 

insist on getting from the communists something in return—a quid pro quo—for 

the scientific and technological genius they need so desperately from us. By 
demanding political concessions for economic favors …, the United States will be 

following a practical alternative to complete embargo or haphazard liberalization” 

1969/5/28 “Many a Man Heaved a Sigh,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 

Subjects: The resignation of Abe Fortas spared the nation impeachment 
proceedings; the impeachment process 

1969/5/29 Draft press release 

Subjects: Dirksen joins Senator Charles Percy and Governor Richard Ogilvie to 

sponsor a seven-year, $46.1 million program to build scenic roads and 

recreational areas in southern Illinois. 

1969/6/2 “Senator Kennedy and Vietnam Strategy,” Senate floor remarks [Congressional 
Record. Annotated drafts included] 

Subjects: Responds to Kennedy’s remarks (“To conclude that our military leaders 

in Vietnam were ‘senseless and irresponsible,’ as my distinguished colleague and 
private-in-arms put it, in taking Hamburger Hill, came as something of a shock. It 

did not dislocate my affection for him, but it did jolt my estimate of his wisdom 

and judgment”); concerned that criticism will affect troop morale 

1969/6/4 “Judiciary Code of Ethics,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated newspaper 

column] 
Subjects: Supreme Court decision reversing the California high court’s decision on 

the use of the mail to send obscene materials; the relationship between the 

decision and the failed nomination of Abe Fortas to be Chief Justice 
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1969/6/9 Senate floor remarks [Congressional Record] 
Subjects: President Nixon’s success at Midway Island in taking “the first tangible, 

specific immediate step to de-Americanize” the Vietnam war; Dirksen supports 

the president’s nomination of Warren Burger as Chief Justice 

1969/6/11 “Blount Wants to End His Job,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 
Subjects: Postmaster General Winton Blount’s six-part reform of the postal 

service likely to face opposition 

1969/6/15 Issues and Answers, ABC Radio and Television [Dirksen is the only guest] 

Subjects: The administration’s conduct of the Vietnam war and the prospects for 

peace; American troop withdrawals; Senator Ted Kennedy’s criticism of U.S. 
military leadership; the impact of the war on the 1970 elections; the upcoming 

vote on the ABM Safeguard Missile System and the likelihood of compromise on 

deployability (Dirksen supports the AMB); opposes a government-wide code of 
ethics that requires disclosure of all sources of outside income; allegations 

published in Newsweek that Dirksen uses his position to benefit clients in a Peoria 

law firm; the approaching expiration of the surtax; denies that his recent 
criticisms of Senator Kennedy are coordinated with the White House in order to 

undercut Kennedy as a candidate against Nixon in 1972 

1969/6/17 “Joseph F. McCaffrey—25 Years a Washington Correspondent,” Senate floor 

remarks [Congressional Record] 

Subjects: Brief testament to McCaffrey 

1969/6/18 “Property and Crime Related,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 
Subjects: Most criminal activity is related to property; “In all the academic dialog 

about human rights in the last 35 years, we seem to have forgotten about 

property rights. It raises a basic question: Can there be a stable, secure society 
without the sanctity and protection of property rights?”; calls for “a re-education 

of the country” as to the right of private property and “an all-out vigorous 

enforcement of the law” when the right is violate 

1969/6/18 “’Spirit, Will, and Dignity—Tribute to Cpl. Donald A. Turso, U.S. Marine Corps,” 

Senate floor remarks [Congressional Record] 
Subjects: Inserts tribute into the Record 

1969/6/18 “In the Matter of the Minority Leader,” Senate floor remarks [Congressional 
Record] 

Subject: Debate over the appointment of Dr. John H. Knowles as Assistant 

Secretary of Health and Scientific Affairs as the Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare; pledges to block the appointment 

1969/6/23 “Authorization for Appointment of Additional District Judges,” Senate floor 

remarks [Congressional Record] 

Subjects: The Senate passes the bill; explains his support 

1969/6/23 “’Just How Bad Are Things,” Senate floor remarks [Congressional Record] 

Subjects: Inserts into the Record a commencement address by Hedley Donovan 

1969/6/23 “Center for Vietnamese Studies and Programs,” Senate floor remarks 

[Congressional Record] 
Subjects: Supports and explains the mission of the center to be established at 

Southern Illinois University 
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1969/6/25 “Seniority Gives Us Intimacy,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 
newspaper column. Annotated, typed draft included] 

Subjects: The value of seniority; the joint congressional leadership and committee 

chairs who have served with President Nixon; “From this it must be quite evident 

that meetings of the President and the Congressional Leaders is not a cold and 
stilted affair. In fact, it’s a meeting of old friends and meetings are conducted on 

a first-name basis. This is the intimate aspect of our government” 

1969/6/25 “Senator Griffin Answers ABM Doubts,” Senate floor remarks [Congressional 

Record] 
Subjects: Inserts into the Record an article from the Chicago Tribune 

1969/6/30 “A Letter to a Dad on Father’s Day,” Senate floor remarks [Congressional Record] 
Subjects: Inserts into the Record a letter to an unnamed staff member 

1969/6/30 “The Award of an Honorary Doctor of Laws Degree to Senator Winston Prouty, by 
the University of Vermont,” Senate floor remarks [Congressional Record] 

Subjects: Inserts into the Record the university’s citation honoring Prouty 

1969/7/1 “Farm Pioneers of Today,” Senate floor remarks [Congressional Record] 

Subjects: Inserts into the Record Senator Robert Dole’s tribute to farmers 

1969/7/9 “Constitutional Convention Call,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 
Subjects: Thirty-three states have applied to Congress to call a convention for the 

purpose of proposing amendments to the Constitution; the Supreme Court has 

over-stepped its bounds and its decisions in the one-man, one-vote case; 
infringes on states’ rights 

1969/7/9 “Order of Business,” Senate floor remarks [Congressional Record] 
Subjects: Discusses the Senate rule governing closed sessions 

1969/7/10 Release 

Subjects: Dirksen to host presentation of a grant to Southern Illinois University 

for a Vietnamese Center 

1969/7/14 “The Value of the Conservative Position” [Prepared for the Cleveland Plain Dealer 

Sunday Magazine] 
Subjects: The meaning of political labels; “The welter of bills which go into the 

Congressional hopper in every Session of Congress seeking to regulate and 

control the legitimate practices of business, industry and commerce are the best 

evidence of this distorted liberal way”; uses the examples of Medicare and 
Medicaid, truth in packaging, and regulation of pharmaceutical prices 

1969/7/16 “The Test for Literacy,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated newspaper 

column] 

Subjects: A proposal to ban all literacy tests until 1974 and to set up a 
commission to study corrupt practices in connection with those tests; the history 

of literacy tests 

1969/7/16 “Inflation, Crime, and Duty,” Senate floor remarks [Congressional Record. Press 

release included] 

Subjects: Inflation and crime “are the two great domestic challenges of the 
moment”; Congress has cooperated with the president on crime, but his request 

for action in dealing with inflation has languished; calls for the enactment of a 

surtax and related legislation immediately and criticizes the Democratic leadership 
for stalling 
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1969/7/16 Senate floor remarks [Congressional Record] 
Subjects: Apollo 11 space flight; Dirksen reads from the first chapter of Genesis 

1969/7/16 Senate floor remarks [Congressional Record] 
Subjects: Introduces S. 2637, “The Controlled Dangerous Substances Act of 

1969”; describes “the danger that besets our society today in connection with 

abuses in the drug field” 

1969/7/16 “Is the Moon a Lady?” Senate floor remarks [Congressional Record] 

Subjects: Inserts into the Record a statement by Senator Hugh Scott 

1969/7/17 “Ninth Annual All-America Youth Bowling Championships,” Senate floor remarks 
[Congressional Record] 

Subjects: Explains the event 

1969/7/22 “Incredible in Many Ways,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column. Typescript only] 

Subjects: Describes the Apollo moon flight; “No one can reflect upon the moon 
adventure and the scientific data which was called into play to make it such an 

outstanding success without concluding that …. all respond to a magnificent 

design, and that behind the design is the hand of the master designer. Call him 
Creator or Providence or God or what you will, his creative hand is everywhere in 

this pattern” 

1969/7/23 “Back Door to Prayer,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated newspaper 

column] 

Subjects: The possibility that parochial schools will receive public funds without 
being required to forgo prayer raises the possibility that prayer may be 

reintroduced into public schools in order to maintain consistence of treatment 

1969/7/25 “Notice Concerning Nomination Before the Committee on the Judiciary,” Senate 

floor remarks [Congressional Record] 

Subjects: Nomination of David A. Brock to be U.S. Attorney 

1969/7/28 Senate floor remarks [Congressional Record] 

Subjects: The possibility of further hearings by the Committee on Foreign 
Relations; declassification of documents; tax legislation 

1969/7/30 “Congress and ‘Safeguard’,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 

Subjects: A review of the legislative consideration of the Safeguard antiballistic 

missile system 

1969/8/6 “To the Planets and the Stars,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 
newspaper column] 

Subjects: Supports spending money to continue space exploration; “Our lives will 

be enriched, our material comfort will be made more secure … if we go on, if we 
search out the master design, if we go there because it is there” 

1969/8/7 “Legislative Salary Adjustments,” Senate floor remarks [Congressional Record] 
Subject: Debate on congressional salaries; the role of Congress in establishing 

pay rates for federal employees; rejects the idea that a commission can set 

salaries in favor of a constitutional amendment; Dirksen will vote against the 
Williams amendment and with the committee 
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1969/8/7 Release, Dirksen letter to George P. Schultz, Department of Labor 
Subjects: Opposes the department’s plan “to proceed with the so-called 

Philadelphia Plan involving the imposition of ‘goals’ or ‘quotas’ for minority groups 

where Federal contracts are involved” 

1969/8/8 Untitled question-and-answer script 

Subjects: Dirksen’s co-sponsorship of a bill to regulate the importation of steel 

1969/8/11 Senate floor remarks [Congressional Record] 

Subjects: Supports the continued development of chemical and biological 
weapons as necessary for deterrence; recommendations by a congressional 

committee in 1959 are not obsolete; the Soviet capacity in such weaponry 

1969/8/13 “Luna Landing Holiday,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated newspaper 

column] 

Subjects: Difficulties of adding a tenth legal holiday 

1969/8/27 “How many more people?” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated newspaper 
column] 

Subjects: The population explosion poses issues for the production of goods and 

services, for manpower training, for immigration policy, and for foreign aid 

1969/9/3 “Wrong use of military aid,” A Senator’s Notebook [Dirksen’s syndicated 

newspaper column] 
Subjects: The recent “soccer war” between Honduras and El Salvador involved the 

use of arms supplied by the U.S. to both parties 

1969 October “Man is Not Alone,” Guideposts 

Subjects: “I believe in these words, because I have felt God’s presence in my life 

as long as I can remember”; raised in a home where church took priority; recalls 
three “conversations with Him” (walking home from a minstrel show as a senior in 

high school, as a forward observer in World War I, and when his eyesight failed); 

“The whole pattern of this universe is an amazing piece of adjustment, and all of 
it rises to testify that there is a creative force at work. God not only operates in 

meticulous detail to shape our world; He is also concerned about the destiny of 

each one of His children. Man is not alone”  
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